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CANNEL COAL. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


| was discovered by the Advertiser in 1818. Cannel 
| Coal was then littleused in London: after surmounting 
|| much opposition, it has become the principal Cannel 


Coal used in the Metropolis, and has greatly assisted 


| gas of high illuminating power, and coke of good quality, 
|| make it one of the most economical coals known. Itis 
|| used by all the London Gas Companies, as well as by 
many Provincial and Foreign. ‘The Crystal Palace was 
| | lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-office, Bank, and 
|| Z'imes Orfice, are at present. 
|| FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
FiRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. Manufactory 
| established in 1804. 
RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE. 
Bone and Artificial Manures of all kinds. 
|| Address G. H, Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chare, New- 
| castle-on-Tyne. 
April 27, 1854. 
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|| Just Published, price £1. 11s. 6d., the Third Edition, 
greatly on with numerous additional Illustra - 
tions, o 


PRACTICAL TREATISE on the 
| MANUFACTURE and DISTRIBUTION of 
‘COAL GAS, its Introduction and Progressive Im- 
|| provement. By SAMUEL CLEGG, Jun., M. Inst. C. E, 
} London: JoHN WEALB, HIGH HOLBORN. 
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1! CAUTION. 
TO_ a a AND 


pu Undersigned hereby caution 
Meter Manufacturers and others against in- 
|| fringing the exclusive right of the Undersigned to the 
| use of the Screw Adjustment for regulating the Height 
of the Overflow-Pipes in Wet Gas- Meters, as described 
|in the Specification of the Letters Patent granted to 
|| Crosley and Goldsmith on the 19th of April, 1856; as 
| well as against infringing any other portions of that or 
any other Patent of the said William Crosley; and 
NOTICE is further given, that all Infringers of the 
said Inventions, or any portions of them, will be pro- 
| ceeded against. 
| CROSLEY & CO., 
108, SourHwarRkK BRIDGE Roap, 
Lonpon, Aug. 29, 1859. 








COWEN’S PATENT "FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


Vor. VILL. N°: senile oe LONDON, OCTOBER 11, 1, 1859. yg fy 


| 


OSEPH COWEN and CO., | 


BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Were the only parties to whom a Pr1zE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “* Gas 
ReEToRTS and OTHER OBJECTs in F1RB CLay.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE. 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 








OHN RUSSELL AND CO, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, . 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought- Tron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 


First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam | 


| THE Cardiff Gaslight and Coke 


Boilers. 

J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. 


Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, | 


Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 
N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 





FIRE BRICKS. 
HE MACHEN COLLIERY 


COMPANY, NEWPORT (MON.). 
Shippers of Fire-Goods of First-class quality manu- 
factured from a remarkably pure seam of Fire-Clay. 
Railway Communication by Broad or Narrow Gauge 
with all parts of the Kingdom, and by Seaboard, 
Coastwise, and Foreign, 





Suoscription { 15s.in Advance Price 8d. 
Unstamped, 








BLAY DON BURN AND Low BE NWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON- TYNE. 


Ww COCHRAN CARR begs 
most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the ghortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents : 

JAMES LAWRIE & Cv., 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 


THE ACT FOR 
REGULATING MEASURES USED IN SALES OF GAS. 
ROS LEY and C Q, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, 
LONDON, 
Are prepared to supply 
STANDARD CUBIC FOOT MEASURES 


of the capacity required by the 2nd Section of this 
Act, as well as 


TEST-METERS and GASHOLDERS, 
Accurately graduated thereby. 








TO GAS-FITTERS, 


COMPANY are in want of a Man to take the 
MANAGEMENT of their Gas-Fitting department. 

He must possess a thorough knowledge of the busi- 

ness in all its branches; also the manufacture of 


a 

ications (giving age), enclosing Testimonials, 

and Pitating Salary required, to be addressed to the 

undersigned. H. Bowen, 
Cardiff, Oct. 8, 1859. Engineer and Manager. 


TO GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


PRACTICAL Meter-Maker, an 


Englishman, of many years’ experience on the 
Continent, who speaks French and German, wishes for 
a situation to any part of Europe. 

Address Gus., News Rooms, 66, CHEAPSIDE. 











GAS-METERS. 


required. 


LORD REDESDALE’S ACT. 


D HULETT & CO. 


Have always made their Meters with the Low Spouts; consequently no alteration is 


55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. 





LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS ACT. 


WET AND DRY GAS-METER WORK 8, 
GREAT PETER STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


THOMAS EDGE has the satisfaction to inform those Directors of Gas Companies who 


have favoured him with their Orders for his Patent Improved Wet Meters—of which he 
has sent out upwards of 80,000—that they will not require any alteration under the pro- 
visions of the Sale of Gas Bill; whereas the Common Meters in use in the United Kingdom 
which have been proved so susceptible of error in their measurement are required to be 
taken down and altered at considerable expense. 


| - Thomas Edge begs to state that he is prepared to supply his Patent Meters, which 
meet the requirements of the Act, to any Company at the present time; and, so soon as 
arrangements are made in London to have Meters tested and stamped, he will then supply 
| them to Country Gas Companies with the Legal Stamp affixed, ready for use. 
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MEDALS AWARDED TO 


THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


THOMAS GLOVER, 

PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, anp 
ALLEN STREET, GOSWELL STREET, E.C. 

Established 1844, 


LORD REDESDALE'S “SALE OF GAS BILL.” 
LONDON, August 15, 1859. 
Tuomas Grover takes the earliest opportunity of intimating to Gas Companies and his other Customers that, as Lord 


er, 
SoU TPIT UH 








Meters guaranteed to meet all the legal requirements of that bill. 

Tuomas Guover confines his sole attention to the business of Gas-Meter Making. The propriety of his doing so is satis- 
factorily proved by his success; and, without the practice of any quackery, or any attempt to delude the public by an absurd 
exhibition of ‘‘ Old and New Valves,” his Meters are in general use by the Metropolitan Gas and other Companies in this! 
Country and abroad. For example, one Metropolitan Company have now in use above 12,500 of his Patent Dry Gas- 


Redesdale’s ‘‘ Sale of Gas Bill” has determined the unit of measurement, he is now prepared to supply his Patent Dry Gas- || 





Meters; some of these Meters have been fixed for Fourteen Years, and are still in working order, without complaint from 
either the Company or the Consumer. 
Tuomas Guover thinks it necessary to put Gas Companies on their guard against parties selling Patent Dry Gas- Meters | 








constructed in imitation of his, but unskilfully made on erroneous principles, and with improper and unsuitable materials. 
Tuomas Guiover’s Workshops are now the most extensive in this or any other Country, and he is thereby a 
promptly to execute orders to any extent required. Purchasers may at any time inspect his Works and the Materials of which 1 
his Meters are constructed. He is ready to enter into Contracts with Gas Companies and others to uphold their Stock of his|| 
Meters for Twenty Years at an annual charge varying from 2} to 5 per cent., and to leave always in the hands of Gas Com-| 





panies Three Years’ charge for upholding, as a guarantee for the fulfilment of the Contract. 








CROSLEY fe GOLDSMITH’S 


PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS | 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, | 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. || 





MANUFACTURED BY 


CROSLEY & CO., } 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, | 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied:to the ordinary Meter. 
Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 
Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENT METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 
&o. &c., similar to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. | 








C. and Co. are the only house in the trade which has for years manufactured Meters | 
according to the standard measure set forth ‘in the 2nd Section of the “Sale of Gas 
Act,” and which also comply with the rules laid down in the Section for testing 
meters. Purchasers of C. and Co.’s Meters may therefore be secured against any addi- 
tional expenses being incurred in order to adapt their Meters to the requirements 
of the new Act. 


\ eens) 






































11, 1859.] 


———$ 


Oct. 


THE JOURWAL CF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 








535 








CONTENTS. 


Skertchly’s Improvements in Apparatus for Regulating the Pressure 


of Gas se oe oe ee oe ee ee oe «» O41 
Provisional Protections .. ee ee oe ee oe o. S41 
Notices of Intention to Proceed .. oe ee ee ee o- 541 
Legal Intelligence :— 

Westminster County-Court.—Littlewood v. Equitable Gas Company.. 541 
Miscellaneous News :— 

Meeting of the Crystal Palace District Gas Company . ee 542 


Meeting of the South Metropolitan Gaslight and Coke Company ee O48 


Meeting of the Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company ee ee «. 548 
Meeting of the Commercial Gas Company oe = os « 547 
The Metropolitan Gas Supply oe os oe oe oe -- 590 
Reduction of the Price of Gas at Manchester .. oo so -- 550 
Salford Corporation Gas- Works—Hired Meters .. ee ee -- 552 
The Cheap Gas Movement in Glasgow .. os ee oe «. 092 


The Supply and Purification of Water .. ee oe ee 








Holders of Gas Shares entitled to County Votes.. os oe «. 50 
Metropolitan Board of Works oe oe oe ee ee -. 554 
Straightening a Chimney Stulk .. ee oe oe oe «. 504 
Mr. Hawksley and the Liverpool Corporation .. ee ee +. 554 
Price Current .. ee ee ee ee ee ee ee «» 554 
ERRATUM. 





mented,” 


NOTICES. 


The subscription is 15s. per annum, if paid in advance during the month 
of January, or 18s, credit, in two sums of 9s. each, in July and Ja- 
nuary of each year. 
Charing-Cross Money-Order Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, 
Parliament Street, Westminster. 


quent numbers on each successive alternate ‘Tuesday, 
|| Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 
|| thestamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for letters. 


transmission abroad, 

All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament 
Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the Publisher, 
Mr. W. B. King, No. 11, Boit Court, Fleet Street. 














ITHE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1859. 





NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
Crrrainty the admirers of the intervention of amateur dab- 
blers in building operations must feel rather crestfallen at the 
||Second failure of Mr. Dennison in his attempts to cast a big 
| bell; but we wonder how the public will receive the bill which 
must hereafter be presented for the expense it will be neces- 
|Sary to incur, in order to repair the blunders of that arch 
| master of slang in the other art he has pretended to make espe- 
wed his own? [It is worth something, however, to witness 
joe anger of the Times at this startling commentary on its 
puffs and its magniloquent descriptions of the great E natural ; 
|and if the omniscient Journal (as it believes and asserts itself 





\facts have lately given to its predictions that it too is mortal, 


sole itself for the loss of Big Ben by the reflection that its 
favourite leader had benefited by the teachings of experience. 
But unfortunately the Times never errs, and therefore it has no 
need to learn the lessons of humility. Mr. Dennison will, 
under these circumstances, be visited with the wrath of the 
Thunderer for having made a fool of him; and the self-evident 
Conclusion to be drawn from the story—namely, that an ama- 
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™ , at » x 
At page 513, 40th line, 2nd column, for “criginated” read “ang: | would do well to ponder on these things, and to bestir them-| 


to be) could only learn from the numerous contradictions which | 


and therefore is liable to error, the nation might almost con- | 





PAGE between such proficients in the vulgar tongue as Mr. Dennison 
- 4 | and “ our special correspondent.” 
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| have named did but give expression to the favourite dogmas of 


| Cowper as President of the Board of Trade, the nomination of 


5 | governing class of our country. 


| the period seem to be when the Administrative Reform which 


| is silent, and to that extent at least the public is a gainer. 


in such a case as the casting of these Westminster Bells—will 
be lost sight of in the squabble we may fairly expect to witness 


Meanwhile the horrible bell 


Is not, however, the blundering of our authorities in all the 
technical matters they touch attributable to the dislike they so 
consistently display to consult the most eminent authorities in| 
the branches of art or science those matters may be connected | 
with? We have, for instance, frequently protested against the | 
theory so boldly propounded by Mr. Chadwick and the Regis- | 
trar-General, that “Engineers should be employed for the; 
execution of municipal works simply because they are xot emi- 
nent; ” but in avowing this peculiar doctrine the persons we 





the whole political school of which they have rendered them- 
selves the mouthpieces. To our minds, the selection of Mr. 


Mr. Wilson as Chancellor of the Exchequer cf India, or the 
entrusting of the erection and casting of the clock and bells 
of the Westminster tower, are indications of the same disposi- 
tion ‘‘ not to put the right man in the right place” which has 
of late years invariably characterized the proceedings of the 
And heavy indeed is the 
penalty the ruled have to pay, and immeasurably remote does 


certain trading politicians once dangled before the eyes of the 
credulous British public may be attained! A small sample of 
the consequences of the present system may be seen in the 
new “Song of the Bell” (not Schiller’s); but if we sought 
fearlessly for others, what a sad tale might be told ! 

The persons interested in works connected with the supply | 
of municipal wants, such as Gas-Works and Water-Works, 





selves in time, unless they are prepared to witness the con-| 


| tinued extension of the interference of the incapable Central! 


| for its employés, has lately despatched Dr. Headlam Greenhow, 
Post-Office orders must be made payable at the 
| of the various Water Companies in the country districts. 
The next number will be published on Tuesday, Oct, 25, end the eubse- | °*Petience ought to teach the Companies what they may ex- 
| pect from such a proceeding, and they would therefore do well 
' to be at once upon their guard; observing that, at present, the 


; ; | Privy Council has no right, or power, to compel them to an- 
This Journan has becn duly registered at the General Post Office for | > 


| prepared to resist any attack. 


Administration of our country with the exercise of their rights. | 
It appears that the Privy Council, in its anxiety to make work 


of Cholera agitation notoriety, to inquire into the proceedings 
Past 


swer any questions, or to give any information. In all proba- 
bility, the little information which may be obtained will be 


— 





perverted into supplying the grounds for a measure of general 
interference with private Water Companies : 


the circular recently issued by the Home Secretary with re- | 
spect to the renewal of the Coal-Mines Inspection Act, and to} 
its extension to iron-stone mines, ought not to be read in vain. 


| How is it, by the way, that iron-stone mines are thas favoured ? | 


teur bell-founder ought never to have been allowed to interfere ' Belgian, or the Prussian governments, are neither more 


There are numerous operations connected with this branch of 
industry which seem to us to be more directly within the! 
sphere of the coal-mine Inspector’s duties than those connecied | 





but fore- | 
‘ . ’ | 

warned should be forearmed; and the Companies should be!} 
s e | 

The lesson to be learnt from ‘| 








with raising iron-stone; and we confess that for the moment}! 
we do not see the precise job which is in view. Job, however, |! 
| there surely is, and somebody is to be provided for at the || 


national expense; for we freeborn Britons are rapidly ap-| 


proaching the Elysian state described by one of the Govern-|/ 
ment writers of France at the present day, in which the nation || 


is said to consist of none but “ shareholders, sentinels, and 
functioneers.” 

Yet there are few occupations in our island which seem to! 
require supervision, on the part of the government, in a more} 
striking manner than those connected with mining, both for 
the sake of the miners themselves, and for the sake of the 
public which is likely to be affected by their operations. The 
average duration of life amongst the class of workmen alluded 
to is notoriously less than that of workmen employed in open 
air or factory trades; and it is equally notorious that many 
very revolting practices still prevail in the details of mining. 
But we ourselves can speak from experience of the manner in}: 
which State inspection operates in these matters; and, simply 
to allude to the results obtained in the coal trade, we are con- 
vinced that, on the whole, the same class of workmen who are, 
in their respective countries, protected by the French, the 
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|happy, nor less free from danger, than are those of England 
who are now said to be so inefficiently protected. The fact is 
|that all mining operations are attended with daily and hourly 
|danger; and the most effectual mode of guarding against this 
,seems, to us at least, to lic in making the workmen feel con- 
(stantly that their own safety is dependent upon themselves. 
\Goverament inspections simply lead to carelessness, and to 








false security on the part of the workmen, and to a diminished 
|, sense of responsibility on the part of their employers; whilst 
‘they are notoriously inefficient to guard against the sudden 


‘abnormal causes of the increased rate of mortality in the pur- 
‘suit. No government inspection, moreover, would be able to 
| affect the influence of hard labour in condensed air, and in 
/warm damp galleries, upon the human frame; and so long as 
'|mining operations are carried on at great depths, the men 
||must remain exposed to such conditions. Alas! industry 


| 
| accidents of mining which, after all, are the most serious of the 





|;must have its martyrs, as well as war; and the only effectual 


1 


method of diminishing their numbers would be, we firmly 


|, believe, to diffuse amongst the labouring classes sounder know- 


‘ledge, and better education, than they now possess; leaving 


| them afterwards to protect themselves from the accidents of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


‘their daily avocations, or to suffer the consequences of their 
‘own folly or neglect. 
| The accidents which have lately happened in some mines 
near Birmingham, where the workings have been carried on so 
carelessly as to let the beds of canals fall through into the gal- 
leries, seem, it must be confessed, to call for the establishment 
of some more stringent regulations than now prevail in these 
‘matters. But the superintendence required to guard against 
the recurrence of such evils must always be more efficiently 
exercised by local authorities, who are acquainted with the 
nature of the rock worked, and of the past histories of the 
mines, than it can be by the agents of the Central Government. 
The same principles hold in this matter as in the somewhat 
‘analogous one of the dangerous trades; and there would be 
little objection to an increase of the power of the municipal or 
parochial bodies, who ought to be able to exercise an efficient 
control over all operations of an industrial character which are 
likely to affect the comfort of the community. For instance, 
we believe that the corporation of Birmingham would be the 
right, and a much superior, authority for dealing with the 
regulations for the percussion-cap manufactory, or the other 
dangerous manufactures of that town, than would be any 
Central Board of Health, Privy Council, or Secretary of State. 
Who would be able to guarantee the last named “ heaven- 
born” guides of tax-paying humanity against the errors into 
which they might be led by their professional advisers? And 
‘we need not go far for illustrations of the manner in which this 
‘danger might assume a real and serious importance; for at 
‘Lewes, the other day, one of the so-called scientific witnesses 
actually was bold enough to say that no Staffordshire plate 
‘iron ought to be used for boiler making, but that the York- 
shire plate only ought so to be used. Now, a corporation 
‘composed of men connected with mechanical operations—such 
‘as that of Birmingham, for instance—would at once set aside 
|such nonsense as this, which would pass current with the ad- 
| mirers of Engineers ‘ who are not eminent ;” and thus an irre- 
|parable injury might be inflicted on the prosperity of a large 
district in the Jatter case, whilst it would be avoided in the 
other. Corporations, however, are not in fashion just now ; 
inspectorships are more in vogue—and then they furnish such 
snug places for the younger scions of the upper ten thousand ! 
The old hoax of placing a lump of coal in a chalk cutting 
|has been recently played off again in Kent, and it has served 
‘to fill the columns of some of the local papers during the past 








'fortnight. The whole story is in itself so absurd that we are 


| surprised so much notice should have been bestowed upon 


\it; but we have frequently ere now expressed our conviction 
‘that there is a great probability of the existence of an upheaval 
| of the coal measures along the axis of the Weald of Kent, and 
|| therefore we are pleased to observe that the public mind is still 
‘prepared to interest itself in any approximation to the discovery 
|of the truth or the falsehood of the supposition. Such stupid 
hoaxes as this lump-of-coal story do, however, serious injury 
'to the cause of science. Of course they do not succeed ‘in 
taking in” the really scientific part of the public; but they 
| throw, in the eyes of the unreasoning public, some discredit 
| upon the whole class of investigations with which they are 
|, connected. 

It seems that the autumn is bringing with it some compen- 
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' times that of the best London waters. 


! 
sation for the short days and diminished temperature, in the || 
improvement in the average rate of mortality, and in the odori- || 
ferous state of the Thames; but what a heavy burthen that | 
said state seems in its time to bring! To the Metropolis of 
Great Britain an outlay of about £18,000 per annum, merely 
for the abatement of a gigantic nuisance, may be a small 
matter; but we are far from being at the end of the story just | 
yet; and we dwellers on the banks of the River, no longer | 
*‘ clear,” however “deep” it may be, should do wisely to | 
reflect upon the circumstances which have led to the pollution || 
of the stream, and the heavy burthen that pollution has in- | 
volved. Next year will of course witness the recurrence of 
the evil in an increased degree; and it is to be hoped that the | 
interval will not be lost by those whose duty it is to watch | 
over the health of London. We dwell rather upon this sub- || 
ject, because that mysterious disease, the Cholera, has lately |, 
exercised its ravages in some parts of Northern Europe, and | 
we have had a few premonitary cases in our own country, in| 
the course of the summer. It would be wise for us to put our 
house in order whilst it is yet time. Even the unaccountable, 
epidemic at Salford (which, by the way, looks very much like | 
a case of poisoning) should direct the attention of the public 
authorities to the matters able to affect the health of the, 
community. 

In the paper read by Mr. Spencer at Aberdeen, an abstract | 
of which is given in another part of our JourNnat, there are to 
be found some very important observations with respect to the , 
nature of ozone, to which, as well as to the whole subject, 
treated by Mr. Spencer, we would call attention. Ozone has | 
been represented by many writers as a polar condition of oxy- 
gen, but Mr. Spencer’s discovery, if true, that oxygen becomes 
ozone by passing through the pores of a magnetic surface, is 
certainly most remarkable. We know that oxygen, like iron, || 
is magnetic, and as iron by proximity to a magnet becomes it- 
self polar, so might oxygen. But those who have heretofore 
considered ozone as polarized oxygen (Schonbein and Clausius | 
for instance) have looked upon it not as a steel magnet with 
two poles, but as a representative of one pole only, and Schon- | 
bein has even gone so far as to speak of a different kind of 
oxygen which he conceives to be polarized in the opposite di- | 
rection, as antozone. Nowit is inconceivable that a substance || 
like magnetic oxide of iron with two poles should induce one 
polarity only, and if ozone and antozone were produced they | 
would speedily neutralize each other. But we should like to | 
see the experiments fairly tried, before arguing upon them. || 
Ozone is a very ticklish agent, and serves as a nucleus round | 
which all sorts of crudities are arranged. The publication of 
a communication by M. Berigny, in the eleventh number of | 
the Comptes Rendues de l Académie des Sciences for the present | 
half year, may throw some additional light upon the question ; 
and at any rate it will add to the importance to be attri- 
buted to the investigations upon the nature and the effects of 
the atmospheric disturbances connected with the appearance of 
the aurora borealis, to which we lately referred. In this com- 
munication, M. Berigny stated that the maximum quantity of 
ozone he had of late detected in the atmosphere was found 
precisely between the 28th of August and the 2nd of Sep- 
tember—when, in fact, the aurora was the most distinctly per- 
ceptible ; and he added that the electricity of the atmosphere 
was also the most perceptible about the same period, at night, 
though the hygrometric state and the temperature of the atmo- 
sphere to some extent affected the indications of the reagent of 
the test-papers, by their influence upon its rate of evaporation. 


Mr. Spencer’s paper, by a rather round-about species of 
reasoning, calls to our mind the subject of the proposed in- 
auguration of the Glasgow Water-Works, by our Lady of the | 
Lake, Queen Victoria. We congratulate the ‘ gude town” of 
Glasgow on such noble patronage, and still more do we con- | 
gratulate it on the approaching termination of the great works 
it has undertaken, sadly though they interfere with the romance | 
of the fair Ellen’s domain. But, “ surgit amari aliquid,” we | 
cannot help asking ourselves how it happens that the Registrar- | 
General has for so long a time given an aualysis of the Glas-' 
gow pipe water from the Loch Katrine, when the supply has, 
never yet been given from that source? And this again) 
reminds us that the water supply in the model town of Ely) 
contains, according to Dr. Letheby, an amount of organic and | 
of inorganic impurity which is at least equal to three or four 
Really, it would seem | 
that official science has very variable standards of truth, accord- | 
ing as its interests may warp its judgments. | 


— ——— - eee 



































———__, 


037 








THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


Oct, 11, 1859.] 

With the exception of a singularly interesting letter from 
M. Leverrier to M. Faye, in the number of the Comptes Ren- 
dues before named, in which the able French Astronomer 
shows, from the discussion of the perturbations in the move- 
ments of Mercury, that in all probability a planet, or a series 
of planetoids, must exist between it and the Sun, we hear of 


} 
' 
| 


| 
\! 








in its programme. It is true that the prize is not so magnifi- 
cent as the one first held out to allure the metropolitan gas con- | 
sumers, who were promised an annual sum little short of half a || 
million sterling if they would only join in the adventure heart | 
and purse; but that promise was made on the assumption thiat | | 
the private consumers of gas in the metropolis were paying || 





little of importance in the matters connected with applied 
science as having occurred on the Continent. Russia seems, 


occasional revelations which reach our ears, such a policy is 
not adopted before it was needed. Works are said to be about 
shortly to be undertaken for the irrigation of the Crimea, 
whose classic streams (to our eyes) have this summer been 
visited by remarkable droughts. The authorities are said also 
to be about to commence some important works for the im- 
provement of the hygienic conditions of the great towns of the 
Empire, such as Moscow, where the cholera has lately again 
exercised fearful ravages; and, be it said, in so dreadful a 
a manner as to cause the Emperor himself precipitately to 
abandon the Holy City. But the most remarkable tale con- 
nected with the social state of Russia, which has come to the 


the preliminary observations to the recent law for the regula- 
tion of the monetary affairs of the Empire. From this docu- 
ment it would appear that the landed property of the country 
is actually mortgaged to the Credit Banks, to the extent of not 
jless than 160,000,000 sterling; and that a population of 
nearly 10,000,000 of inhabitants is thus living under bankrupt 
or embarrassed landlords. Is not an Encumbered Estates Court 
required in such a country? and may we not fairly ask how it 
is likely to make any rapid strides in civilization? 

Our own Indian possessions seem, meanwhile, to be or- 
ganizing themselves upon sounder principles than may be sus- 
pected from this tale to prevail in Russia; for we read that 





municipal institutions, and has executed some large works for 
its water supply, by means of a rate of 2} per cent. on the 
rental. The Madras Irrigation Company is earnestly at work 


bution of water in Southern India; and the River Steamboat 
Companies are, with equal energy, striving to improve the 
natural facilities for internal communication. All these physical 


,|examined the responsibilities of their position, or if they had 


\|involved. Perhaps now that private enterprise is allowed free 
||scope in these matters, we may witness an effective diffusion 
of the benefits of our civilization amongst the Indians. Of 
this, at least, we may be sure, that it is only on such condi- 
tions that we can hope permanently to retain our hold over the 
countless millions of those glorious regions. 


important for them at once to turn their attention to the 
question of embanking the Thames in the Metropolis itself. 
The execution of the Middle and of the High-Level Sewers will 
soon intercept the waters which now serve to flush the Low- 
Level Sewers; and, if the Embankment be not at once com- 
menced in those parts where it will constitute an integral por- 
tion of the Low-Level Intercepting Sewer, the parts of London 
dependent upon the latter for its drainage will infallibly suffer. 
If anything should require to be commenced next year, we 
remind the Board that the time for giving Parliamentary 
hotices will soon expire. 





PROGRAMME 

OF THE NEXT METROPOLITAN GAS CAMPAIGN. 

‘Tue metropolis gas agitation is not defunct. It is intended to 
bring a new bill into Parliament next session for the redress of 
the fancied grievances, and the hat is now going round again ; 
for “it is idle to imagine,” says the Honorary and business- 
like Secretary to the delegates, “that our object can be 
achieved without further funds.” Three fresh circulars have 
been published to stimulate the somewhat flagging vestries to 
try their luck once more, and to stake another hundred for the 
chance of gaining a prize of £50,000 per annum. This princely 
revenue is offered unhesitatingly to the metropolitan vestries for 
the venture of only £100 each, and the tempting lottery contain- 
ing such a prize becomes the more attractive as it has no blanks 








indeed, to be the only European nation which is seriously turn- | 
ing its attention to its internal development; and, from the | 


knowledge of Western Europe, is the one to be derived from | 


the (almost) new town of Kurrachee has endowed itself with | 


ls. per 1000 feet more for their gas than they ought to do— | 
an assumption since admitted to have been altogether imagi- | 
native—whereas the present advantage is not founded on un- | 
certain private gain, but on solid public benefit, and, though | | 
nominally only one-tenth as much, it is substantially worth much || 
more. Fifty thousand pounds a year for the risk of a hundred, || 
is surely tempting enough, and if the hat do not fill as it goes |! 
round, whilst the Secretary beats the drum and distributes his, 
bills, the vestries of the metropolitan parishes must be the most |, 
obtuse of public bodies under the sun. |! 
The managers for the delegates having had the ground com- |; 
pletely taken from under them in their former proceedings | 
before Parliament, they have now adopted afresh course. ‘The || 
grievances of private consumers, which were previously most || 
dwelt upon, are scarcely alluded to in the programme for the | 
ensuing session as now developed, which is almost exclusively || 
directed to the public lighting. The three circulars consist, in || 
the first place, of an address from the Honorary Secretary to |! 
the vestries and district boards on “ the ways and ways” of || 
the delegates, soliciting further subscriptions ; the next pro- 
fesses to be a continuation of the “lighting table” published 
by the managers last March, purporting to show the prices || 
charged for gas supplied to the public iamps compared with the 
price charged to private consumers; and the third is a similar} , 
table, referring to public lighting in the provinces. In the first | 
of these papers it is stated that a sum nearly amounting to || 
£2000 had been promised, and that about £1200 of it had} 
been paid to the treasurer of the delegates, of which a|| 
balance of £500 remains. In the words of the Secretary, || 
it is idle to imagine that that sum will be sufficient to meet | 


| the expenditure of the forthcoming parliamentary struggle, || 
| and as the promises of further payment were many of them |! 


is dr _at work | conditional, and have not been fulfilled, an appeal for 
for the purpose of diffusing the benefits of a systematic distri- | 


improvements in the country submitted to our rule ought to | 
||have been commenced long since, if the rulers had seriously | 


not been crippled by the ceaseless wars in which they were | 


Before closing these remarks, we would urge the Members | 
of the Metropolitan Board of Works to remember that it is | 


| somehow it generally happens that the brightest and boldest 





addi- | 
tional aid becomes necessary. The inducement now held out | 
to the vestries to subscribe is the prospective saving of £50,000 || 
per annum on the public lights, there seeming, according to 
the veracious declaration of the Secretary, ‘‘ no reason to doubt | 
that, if adequate and liberal support be rendered, a saving of | 
£50,000 and upward can be effected in the lighting-rate of the | 
metropolis, as estimated on the most moderate basis in the ac- || 
companying table; and there can be no doubt that, when the} 
various vestries and district boards take the lighting into their | 
hands, this saving will be much further increased, probably to | | 
the extent of 50 per cent. in addition.” Thus, as there “* scems | | 
no reason to doubt ”’ of the saving of £50,000, and no possibility | 
of doubt respecting its further increase, the investment of a}, 
few hundreds to secure those advantages ought to be con- | 
sidered a safe speculation. | 
The accompanying table, however, which is referred to in|, 
confirmation of these positive assurances, tends, on the con- || 
trary, to shake confidence in their truth. The delegates || 
ought, if possible, to avoid dealing with facts and figures, for || 





productions of their fancy are destroyed by those stubborn and } 
unimaginative realities. The table, though professing to be a | 
continuation of the one published in March, is, nevertheless, || 
very different. The former, it may be remembered, comprised || 
in eleven columns various particulars relating to the lighting 
of the metropolitan parishes, stating the prices paid for each 
public lamp, the quantity of gas consumed per annum, the 
price to private consumers, &c., &c.; but though entering 
into these details, the tabular account was in some parts too 
mystical to afford any information. It was sufficiently evident, 
nevertheless, from the returns thus published, that the price 
charged for the public lights was less than to private con- 
sumers, though it was the object of the managers to prove the 
contrary. To make that fact more clear we printed an ana- 
lysis of the returns, with some additional information, from 
which it appeared that there was in nearly every district an 
undercharge of the public lights compared with the price paid 
by individuals—the average price paid for the public lamps 
being less than 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet, and the total amount of 
comparative undercharge on the year was shown to be £32,246. 
In the table now issued by the delegates they have taken the 
hint we gave them, and have presented the facts and the 
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results of their calculations in a more intelligible form; but, | 


in thus casting aside the cloak of mystery, they have revealed | 
| of public lighting, notwithstanding Mr. Hughes pronounces it 


most distinctly the naked fallacies whereon their calcu- 
lations are founded, and have disclosed to public view 
the processes by which they have arrived at results 
directly opposite to ours. 
them from which we derived the conclusion that the 
public lights are undercharged £32,246 per annum, the: dele- 
gates make it appear that there is an overcharge of £50,638. 


These opposite results are easily explained by the different | 
| as to give rise to the suspicion that there were traitors in the 


processes adopted in their production. We founded our cal- 
culations on the existing contracts between the vestries and 
the gas companies as to price and quantity supplied, and by 
dividing the annual charge per lamp by the number of cubic feet 


With the same facts before | 


to be supplied, we obtained the price per 1000. But the dele- | 


gates, disdaining that simple rule, adopted a method of arriving 
at the results they wanted in a different and far more fanciful 
manner, which, however ingenious it may be, has the disad- 
vantage of bearing no resemblance to the truth. Instead of 
taking the contract quantity of gas, they have assumed a quan- 
tity of their own, and not abiding by the price charged to con- 
sumers—which they admit to be reasonable—they fancy a 
much lower price, and because the amount actually charged 
exceeds this beau ideal they set it down as an overcharge. 
This peculiar mode of calculating deserves illustration, as one 
of the curiosities of the metropolis gas agitation, and we take 
for that purpose the first parish in the list—Bermondsey. 
The net price paid for each lamp in that parish, after deduct- 
ing 13s. for the cost of lighting, is 67s., and the quantity of 














gas contracted to be supplied is 21,520 feet per annum ; there- 
fore the cost of gas for each lamp, according to the ordinary 
way of reckoning, is 3s. 1:36d. per 1000 feet; but the dele- 
gates first assume the quantity to be only 16,000 feet, by which 
assumption they raise the price per 1000 feet to 4s. 2d., and 
then, by further assuming 3s. 3d. to be the proper price to be 
paid, they obtain an overcharge of 15s. per lamp instead of an 
undercharge of 29s. 10d. 


The number, 16,000 feet, is obtained by experiments said to 
have been performed on several street lamps, the accuracy of 
which experiments, it is admitted, requires confirmation ; but, 
supposing them to be correct, as the vestries have the power 
to enforce the fulfilment of their contracts with the gas com- 
panies, it is absurd to suppose Parliament would help them 
to discharge that duty. The assumed standard of 3s. 3d. has 
been obtained by a strained reference to prices charged in 
certain provincial towns ; but it is in direct opposition to the 
declared opinions of two principal apostles of the gas move- 
ment; for Dr. Bachhoffner has expressed his ‘ conscientious 
belief” that good gas cannot be supplied in London for less 
than 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and Mr. Nicholay has protested 
against the principle of charging the public lights less than 
private consumers. Mr. Hughes, whose name is appended to 
the tabular returns, is not only opposed to his two colleagues, 
but he is at variance with himself. Thus, for instance, in an- 
swering supposed objections to his calculations, Mr. Hughes 
denies that there is any truth in the statement that the private 


public lighting, and “the managers confidently assert that 
no instance can be shown, in any part of the kingdom, 
where the private consumer of gas has reaped the smallest 
benefit from the liberality of the local authorities in the price 
paid for public lighting.” But, in glaring contradiction to these 
assertions, the second table, relating to public lighting in the 
provinces, shows that in the towns where the price paid for 
gas supplied to the street lamps is the lowest, the price 
charged to consumers is proportionately high. Bilston is one 
| of the model towns to which Mr. Hughes directs special at- 
|tention, because the price of the gas to the public lamps is 
‘only 3s. 10d. per 1000 feet ; but, though in the heart of the 
Staffordshire coal district, private consumers are there charged 
5s. 6d. In Cambridge, another of the chosen towns, the 
prices are respectively 3s. 34d. and 5s. 6d.; whilst in the 
highly-favoured town of Dover, which is lighted at the 
extremely low rates of 2s. 6d. and Is. 10d. per 1000 feet, 
private consumers are made to pay 5s. 10d. In almost every 
instance, indeed, Mr. Hughes’s facts contradict his assertions. 
One of those assertions is, that ‘‘ wherever a fixed maximum 
price prevails the consumer cannot be made to pay for economy 
in the public lighting;” but surely Mr. Hughes cannot be 
ignorant that several of the gas companies of the metropolis 





now charge private consumers Is. 6d. per 1000 feet Jess than 


consumer must pay for extraordinary reductions in the price of | 


| quarters in arrear, is in difficulties, and that a bill of sale for 
' £617 has been given by the Sheriff to a creditor. They 
| thereupon require the immediate payment of the arrears, or 


| evidence that they did not exercise their powers with any, 
'undue or unreasonable severity. The Company took the 





their fixed maximum price, and the private consumers might 
consequently be made to pay dearly for any enforced economy 


to be impossible. 

There seems to be a fatality attending the proceedings of the 
delegates of the metropolitan parishes on the gas question, 
The facts they have accumulated have almost without excep. 
tion contradicted their assertions, and have tended to support 
the case of the gas companies instead of their own, This was 
so conspicuous during the two last parliamentary campaigns 


camp; and the manner of breaking ground for the forthcoming 
conflict indicates a pursuance of the same plan of providing 
ammunition to blow themselves into the air. 


Circular to Gas Companies. 








A case of considerable importance to gas companies was decided | | 
on the 27th ult., in the Westminster County Court, wherein || 
the right of gas companies with parliamentary powers to demand || 
security from their customers was questioned, and heavy}; 
damages were claimed in consequence of such a company|| 
having cut off the supply from a customer who had withdrawn | 
a deposit lodged as security for the weekly payment of his gas/| 
account. A similar case was decided some months since in|| 
the Lambeth County Court, where the judge held that no such || 
right existed. Steps were taken to bring that decision before || 
the courts in Westminster Hall, but they have not been followed | 
up, in consequence of the alleged inability of the plaintiff to pay || 
the necessary expenses. A nearly parallel case has, however, 
been since carried there by a company without parliamentary 
powers, which resulted in a judgment affirming the right)! 
claimed by the company to cut off the gas where they had 
reason to suspect that the consumer was guilty of fraudulently 
tampering with the meter. The Westminster County Court 
has now affirmed the right of a gas company with parliamentary 
powers to demand reasonable security from its customers ; and 
it further held that the tender of a sum which would cover a| 
few days’ consumption, and an offer to pay daily, is not such} 
reasonable security as the company had a right to demand. 
The question was one of law only, and was judged upon the! 
ex-parte statement of the plaintiff's counsel. The defendants | 
had consequently no opportunity given them of rebutting the | 
charge of harshness and oppressive dealing. The case is | 
simply one of self-preservation, in which the honest consumer || 
is as much interested as the gas company. The officers | 
of the latter discover that one of their consumers, who is three 





| 





otherwise threaten to cut off the supply. They further require 
substantial security, or a deposit in their hands of £20, and an 
undertaking for the future to pay the amount due monthly. | 
The arrears are paid, and after some negotiation a deposit of 
£5 is accepted, with an undertaking to pay weekly, and the’ 
supply is continued till the deposit is withdrawn. In the | 
meantime the tenant himself becomes a bankrupt, and the busi- | 
ness is nominally transferred to his mother-in-law, who is herself), 
the individual in whose name the action is brought, while the || 
business is conducted by and in the name of the son-in-law. || 
The collusion between the parties is too clear to admit of the) 
slightest doubt that but for the firmness of the officials of the! 
Equitable Gas Company a bad debt might have been contracted, I 
and the fact that the company allowed the arrears to accumulate | 
till the debt exceeded the deposit by some 50 per cent., is| 


measure usual with all prudent traders for their own protection 
against loss by customers of whose solvency they have doubts, 
and the facts disclosed on the hearing of the case prove that 
those doubts were not lightly entertained. 

After another very careful examination of the Act for Regu- 
lating Measures used in Sales of Gas, we can find nothing to 
support the opinion that boroughs generally are to pay the ex- 
penses of working the Act, except the words formerly quoted in 
the 7th section, “ and in boroughs out of any funds,” &c. In the 
4th section it is provided that the Town Councils of certain 
boroughs may adopt the Act, while certain others, which, 
being county towns, must adopt it; and there is a third class, 
viz., those in which the Councils are traders in gas, which 
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must not adopt it. Now, the words “in boroughs,” in the 
4th section, appear to be positive and unlimited, and the fact 
that in one of the “prints” of the bill the words stood 
“and in boroughs which may adopt this Act,” seems to indi- 
cate that while it was at one time intended thus to limit the 
operation of the clause, the subsequent omission of the words 
proves that no such limitation was to be permitted. This does 














not, however, appear to be a correct inference, inasmuch as there 
are three classes of boroughs; so that the words, “‘ as may 
adopt this Act,” would have applied only to one class, leaving 
those which must adopt the Act without any means for doing 
so. We have no doubt that this was observed, and that the 
qualifying words were struck out not for the purpose of making 
it imperative upon all boroughs, but of enabling those which 
chose to adopt, and those which must to provide the funds. 
|The words “‘ such boroughs,” would have been just as indefinite, 
‘as there are three classes. There is no alternative, therefore, 
|| but to determine the meaning by the general tenor of the other 
| parts and by common sense. 


| The question has been mooted whether an inspector under 
the Act can employ assistants? If he can, how is he to be 
‘made responsible for the acts of his deputies? and in case of 
| neglect on their parts, how are the penalties of the 11th sec- 
| tion to be enforced? It appears to us that as the Act makes 
| no provision for deputies, every inspector must either do the 

/work himself or be responsible for the acts of his servants. 

| But another and more serious difficulty has been pointed out to 
us. A meter manufacturer is not compelled to send his meters 
|| for proof to the inspector of his own district, but may make his 


|| selection of an inspector, and thereby accumulate in some 





favoured hands the work which should be distributed amongst 
‘several! 


The publication of the third edition of Clegg’s “ Treatise on 
Coal Gas ” will be welcome to all who take interest in the 
progressive improvement of gas lighting. It is eighteen years 
since this work made its appearance, and a comparison of the 
first edition with those which have succeeded presents a striking 
illustration of the advancement that has been made in all the 
details of gas making and distribution during that period. 


considered essential in the manufacture of gas were, eighteen 
years ago, either altogether unknown or but imperfectly deve- 
loped. The substitution of long clay retorts for short iron ones, 
which was only partially adopted, and with uncertain results, 
even when the second edition was published, occupies a large 
portion of the volume before us; and the system of working 
under diminished pressure has introduced a new kind of appa- 
ratus in gas making that was before unknown. New modes 
of purification have also been extensively adopted, dry meters 
have come into use, novel kinds of regulators, pressure-gauges, 
valves, and burners have been invented; the utilization of 
residual products has become better understood, and is more 
generally practised ; and different methods of determining the 
illuminating power of gas have been introduced. During the 
last eighteen years, indeed, a complete revolution has taken 
place in the manufacture of coal gas, and the improved and 
economical principles on which its numerous processes are con- 
ducted have enabled gas companies to reduce their rates of charge 
at least one-third for a superior quality of gas. In noting the 
improvements, which a comparison of the former editions of Mr. 
Clegg’s treatise with the present one calls to mind, we cannot 
omit noticing also that other processes, formerly of great pro- 
mise, have not stood the test of practical application. A de- 
scription of the manufacture of hydrocarbon gas, which occu- 
pied a prominent place in the second edition, has been now 
expunged, and various means of distilling coal that were then 
hopefully regarded are only noticed as matters pertaining to 
the past history of gas lighting. There might have been ap- 
propriately introduced an account of the rise and fall of the 
many proposed substitutes for coal gas that have deluded 
speculators within the last twenty years, for whilst the con- 
tinued improvement in gas lighting has vastly extended its ad- 
vantages to the public, the extinction of rival projects has 
placed the gas interests on a much firmer as well as on a more 
enlarged basis than it ever occupied. 








Correspondence. 


LEAKAGE AND FUEL ACCOUNTS. 
Sin,—I have to thank your correspondent, “ Mr. Jones, of Dover,” 
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for the explanation of his “very simple” mode of calculating the 
quantity of coke used for fuel and the loss of gas from leakage; 
but as there is not anything new in his communication except the 
remark about the “ heated state” of the gas, I shall at once dismiss 
his reply by informing him that I knew how to make the calcula- 
tion referred to, according to the “rule of three” and of “ common 
sense,” upwards of thirty years since. 

With reference to the remarks in your leader, I should hesitate 
placing my opinion in opposition to yours, did I not consider that 
— figures were merely given to show a “ Brother of the Craft” 

ow to correct his mistake. I therefore beg to say I do not think 
that with your increase of 33 per cent. on the 7j, the leakage ac- 
count is high enough for any works of the age and extent of the 
Phenix; nor do I consider the fuel account is capable of correction 
by your suggestion of the addition of two or four bushels in the 
make per ton of coals. 

To accept your challenge, and give my quantities, would at once 
make known to most of your readers who that “impudent fellow, 
A BC,” is, who dares to question such a sample of engineering 
skill, and would not enable me or any one else to make the com- 
parison you refer to from any published statements of the accounts 
in dispute; but I will agree to give the figures you ask for imme- 
diately after I see such particulars from the company which has 
provoked this discussion. 

I calculate my loss from leakage thus :—I take the quantity of 
coals carbonized, and the gas made per ton daily; the make (ave- 
rage about 9300) is taken by measurement in the gasholders, as 
nearly as it is possible to get it, and at the end of the year the 
quantities are cast up: the total is considered a fair statement of 
| all the gas made for sale. I then take an account of all the gas 
registered by the consumers’ meters, and add to that 20,000 for 
every public light which has been in use for twelve months, and a 
proportionate quantity for those lighted a shorter period, the differ- 
ence being the loss from leakage—result, a trifle under 20 per cent. 

Fuel accounts are, in my opinion, a perfect farce, and kept only 
to mystify directors and others. I, therefore, do not condescend to 
keep such an account, but for my own satisfaction I adopt a more 
“simple,” if not a more correct mode, thus: The quantities of coal 








Many processes and various kinds of apparatus that are now | 


carbonized and coke sold is reported daily, and cast up at the end of 

every half year; the coals used are considered to have produced one 
| chaldron of coke per ton. The difference is reckoned as the amount 
| consumed for fuel, the stock of coals is worked out yearly, and any 
| surplus or deficiency between the real stock and “ the book stock” 
| is adjusted by debiting or crediting the quantity used. A chaldron 
| of coke sold is presumed to be 36 bushels only, although it is very 
well known that a large number of the small dealers get 15 per 
| cent, more; in this way my fuel account for the last year was 
28 per cent., but allowing for excess in measure of the quantity 
sold, it will vary from 19 to 21 per cent. 

If you can find room for this reply, and think it worthy a place 
in your JoURNAL, you will please consider, as “Mr. Jones, of 
Dover,” evidently does, that it emanates from one who has got no 
further in his business than A.B. 

London, Oct. 6, 1859. ee 





Srr,—I take the liberty of addressing you on the subject of 
leakage sustained by gas companies, and permit me to express m 
surprise that an old company like the Phenix should have ado ted 
so deceptive a mode of ascertaining the proportion of fuel used as 
to estimate it by the produce of 36 bushels of coke per ton of coals, 
I have managed our works since their commencement in 1834, and, 
with the exception of Derbyshire coals, I never found so small a 
yield as 36 bushels. 

The following are the results of many trials of carefully-weighed 
charges :— 


Derbyshire—Birchwood . - « 36 bushels. 


re Sleights . ek oe oa 
South Yorkshire Nuts. ..... 44 , 
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Ince Hall . .. 


Of course I do not know the variety used by the Phenix, but I 
take it for granted it is neither of the first-named, as there is a 
marked difference in the yield of gas. 

Our leakage last year was close upon 20 per cent. In November 
next I shall be able to state the loss on the current year, as we sell 
exclusively by meter even to the public lamps. e have several 
meters fixed at different parts of the town, and their average is the 
charge upon the whole, so that I apprehend there cannot be much 
error in the result to which we come. G. G 


. . * . 50 ” 





COMPENSATING GAS-METERS. 

Srr,—In your Journal of the 27th ult., [ observe a letter from 
Mr. W. Crosley upon the subject of compensating gas-meters, in 
which, after indulging in a little pleasantry, he states that he has 
one of my reciprocating spoon meters which fails to perform those 
functions for which compensating meters have been introduced. 
He then goes on to say he can quite understand my disappointment 
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at not hitting on the right thing while I was about it, and totally 
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dissents from my theory about infinitesimal doses, and in proof of 
his dissension states that his firm have lately increased the size of 
their water elevators, with the view of discharging an increased 
quantity of water into the water-line reservoir, which cannot do 
any harm as theirs is a low-spouted meter. Mr. Crosley closes his 
remarks by saying he does not know what the representatives of 
Mr. Scholefield or Mr. Wright may think about the allusions to 
their names, but that unless I have more solid foundation for my 
remarks, I should be more careful to be right myself, and suggests 
that it would be as well if your correspondents would confine 
themselves to facts. 

Now, I should not have troubled you with a reply to Mr. 
Crosley’s letter did I not think the subject a most important one at 
the present time; but as I feel convinced that compensating meters 
may be made to measure more correctly than any other with which 
I am acquainted, I think the question cannot be too carefully in- 
vestigated. In the first place, then, I quite admit that Mr. Crosley, 
having got one of my earliest forms of compensating meters, some 
seven or eight years old, may find it act as he says; and, moreover, 
I suspect it is in consequence of imitating a very objectionable 
feature in that meter that he has at present got so far on what I 
believe to be the wrong track. I am quite aware that it is unpleasant 
not to hit upon the right thing at once, but we are not all born 
clever alike. I have, however a illustrate what I believe to be 
the evil effects of a rapid supply of water to compensating gas- 
meters), had a low-spouted meter furnished with a water-box on 
Mr. Crosley’s plan, but with a means of rapidly supplying all the 
water the meter could take up when at work. This meter was sent 
to one of the most experienced and reliable meter testers, and the 
result was, that when proved with three lights (the meter being a 
three-light), it was found to lose three-quarters per cent. It was 
then put to work with ten lights, and gained 4 per cent. in the 
first five feet of gas passed through it: this is a variation of 4% 
per cent. Like Mr. Soater. I cannot tell what the representa- 
tives of Mr. Scholefield or Mr. Wright may think ; but this I must 
and can say, that the late Mr. Wright, who I believe was one of 
the most elever and careful gas engineers, was so satisfied with my 
explanation of the reasons why I considered the water should be 
lifted slowly, that he has adopted a plan by which (as long as he 
has water in the reservoir) he has one of the best compensators I 
have seen, 

I shall be prepared to meet Mr. Crosley’s insinuation about facts, 
as the respective merits of the two meters will be shortly tested 
beyond doubt; and I shall take care, in the experiments with which 
I am connected, that Mr. Crosley has justice done him, by having 
a meter of his most recent make, as I .consider the practice of test- 
ing an old meter of one make against a new one of another is, to 
use the mildest language, a most unfair one. C. R. Meap. 


176, Great Dover Street, Borough, London, Oct, 8, 1859. 





Sir,—It was not my intention to trouble you on this subject, but 
as Mr. Crosley has thought the letter of Mr. C. R. Mead in your 
JouRNAL of the 13th of September of sufficient importance to neces- 
sitate a reply in your number of the 27th of September, and has 
finished his letter by reference to the name of the late Mr. Alex- 
ander Wright, I think it now advisable, lest false impressions be 
ereated, to explain my reasons for not entering into a controversy 
on this subject. 

Firstly, Mr. Mead’s objections to the compensating apparatus 
adopted by Mr. Wright are purely of a theoretical nature, and 
were advanced in the most respectful, inoffensive manner, and, 
taken in connexion with your remarks in the previous number of 
the JouRNAL, could do no possible harm. Besides which, I was 
quite sure that the high position which Mr, Wright had attained as 
a manufacturer, as well as an engineer, would be accepted asa 
guarantee that nothing of an inefficient character was likely to be 
adopted by him; and I may be permitted to state that the nume- 
rous orders received for these compensating meters manifest very 
decidedly the confidence which engineers have both in Mr. Wright’s 
judgment and in the practical efficiency of the meters themselves. I 
am in possession of the plans, views, and experiments of Mr. 
Wright in respect to gas-meters, and trust this establishment will 
not be found wanting in power or ability to meet any requirements 
which may arise. 

Secondly, the interests of Mrs. Wright and her family will, I 
think, be better served by steady application to the business, and by 
careful attention to maintain the same standard of excellence as 
during Mr. Wright’s lifetime, in the articles manufactured at this 
establishment, than by controversy, which would oecupy time more 
profitably spent in the manner above stated. 

Finally, 1 do not think the merits of the compensating meters 
now in the market are to be decided by arguments which for the 
most part are likely to be based upon theoretical assumptions or 
isolated experiments. Fair and honest competition will secure the 
ultimate success of the best meters, and I have no doubt that this 
establishment, under present circumstances, will maintain a position 
as satisfactory, in every way, as it has hitherto held. 

F. W. Hartiey. 


Wright's Gas-Meter and Apparatus Manufactory, 
55 and 554, Millbank Street, Westminster, Oct, 8, 1859. 





Regtsier of New Patents. 


742.—GrorcE Neat, gas chandelier and fitting manufacturer, of Great 
Charles Street, Birmingham, for “ Certain improvements in apparatus or 
Jittings connected with the burning of gas for regulating and economizing 
its consumption.” Patent dated March 23, 1859. 


The object of this invention is to effect a more certain and convenient 





means of regulating the supply of gas to gas-burners, when such gas is' 


being used for the purpose of illumination. The effect of such regulation 
is not only to improve the illuminating quality of the gas, but also to 
greatly economize its consumption, as well as to purify or separate it from 
all small particles of dust, grit, or other matter that is gathered and im- 
pelled forward through the pipes by the constant flow of the gas. As these 
small particles are stopped, on arriving at the point or part from which the 
gas passes to be burnt, they have a tendency to choke up the fine holes or 
slots of the burner, causing the flame to be frequently of an irregular 
shape and to jet out on the sides with great force, thereby breaking the 
globes or glasses with which it may be surrounded, 

In carrying this invention into effect, the patentee does not propose to 
confine himself to any particular part of the gas-fittings for the application 
of his principle of regulation. One regulator, for instance, may very 


suitably be applicd to the bottom of a chandelier, so that it may be used to |! 
adjust or regulate the supply of gas to any number of lights applied to the || 
same, or separate and distinct regulators may be placed to each burner, or | | 


in any convenient situation between the meter and the burner receiving 
its gas direct from the meter, so as to permeate the gas, and regulate its 
supply to all the lights which may berequired. In such cases it is recom- 
mended that they should be placed in the halls or lobbies of houses or other 
buildings where they may be easily inspected and the pressure of the gas ad- 
justed by their being fitted with the common or any suitable pressure-gauge. 
The regulator being under control, the pressure of the gas flowing from it 
to the burners may be increased or diminished at pleasure by the mere 
turning of a screw, and as the principle of regulation comprehended in this 
invention occupies but a comparatively small space, a single regulator for 
regulating any given number of lights, either for private houses, shops, 
churches, or other public or private buildings, will be comparatively small 
and inexpensive. 

In the case of chandeliers, the regulator may be conveniently applied at 
the part beneath the centre tube from which the arms radiate, the regu- 
lator being of a proportionate size, according to the number of lights to be 
regulated, or the bulk of the part to which it may be applied. 

In carrying out this invention so as to make it applicable to the general 
class of gas-fittings now in use, the régulator is constructed in such a way 
as to form part of the gas-burners, without regard to any particular kind, 
as it is applicable for jets or argand burners. In all cases it is preferred 
to allow the gas to escape for ignition through apertures made or formed 
in plastic material known as “ the adamantine burners,” on account of 
their clean, neat appearance and enduring quality. The burnerand regu- 
lator thus connected is as readily applied to gas-fittings now in use as the 
ordinary burners, they being tapped to suit the screws commonly in use 
for that purpose. 

In constructing this description of regulator, a chamber or cavity is 
formed in that part of the burner which forms the base of the jet. This 
cavity is filled with sponge or other like porous homogeneous matter, in a 
bulk or in separate layers, according to the nature of the material used ; 
and it is so arranged that by means of a perforated plate or disc of gauze 
wire, suitably strengthened, the porous material may be so compressed as 
to regulate or allow the gas to permeate through it at such a rate that, 
when lit, it shall be enabled to commingle with and consume a due 
proportion of atmospheric air, which is so essential. to produce silent and 
perfect combustion in the burning of gas, and consequent purity and bril- 


liancy of light, as well as to avoid the escape of noxious vapours so inju-| | 


rious to health and destructive to property, which is so commonly the 
effect of burning gas with the apparatus now in use. 

The claim is for the means described for permeating and regulating the 
passage or supply of gas to gas-burners for the purpose of illumination. 


781.—Joun Witu1am Ke ty, C.E., of Ennis, Clare, Ireland, for “‘ Jm- 
provements in gas-burners.” Patent dated March 29, 1859. 


This invention consists in the application of a small cylindrical tube or 
ring of brass or other metal to the outside or top of the fishtail, batswing, 
or other form of gas jet or burner, by means of which a more complete 
combustion of the gas and increase of illuminating power is obtained. 


It consists also in the construction of a number of apertures imme- 
diately above or on the burner side of the cock, which apertures are to be 
of various sizes, corresponding, or nearly so, with the size of the aper- 
tures of the fishtail or batswing burner from Nos, 0 to 4 (or larger, if 
deemed desirable) at present in use, and which apertures are covered or 
enclosed in a small bell-shaped or other form of chamber, at the top of 
which is to be inserted a fishtail, batswing, argand, or other burner of 
larger apertures or consuming capacity than any of those enclosed be- 
neath. By these means and the aid of an external index or dial the key 
of the cock may be turned so as to let the gas through any of the apertures 
mentioned, and thus let pass to the burner a quantity of gas corresponding 
to that which would be issued by any one of the burners now in use. 
The necessity of taking out and putting in different sized burners when 
larger or smaller lights are required is thus obviated, and at the same 
time a larger degree of combustion and illumination is obtained. 


The claim is for the construction and application, as hereinbefore de- 
scribed, of a cylindrical tube or ring to the fishtail, batswing, and such 
like burners, whereby the illuminating power of the gas consumed is in- 
creased, more particularly of such gas as is not made from cannel coal; 
and also the construction and application of the burner hereinbefore de- 
scribed (which the patentee calls “the meter burner’), whereby the 
quantity of gas issued by any and each of the different sized burners now 
in use, or that may at any time be adopted, from a No. 0 to a No. 4 
burner, or higher, may be exactly obtained and meted out to the one 
burner, and consumed with superior advantage. 























| 




















Oct. 11, 1859.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


541 





801:—Wimam Smuru, of King Street, Smithfield, London, and Epmunp 
Suiru, of Hamburg, gas-meter manufacturers, for ‘‘ Improvements in 


fluids.” Patent dated March 30, 1859. : 
The improvements relate to that description of cock or tap, or such like 
apparatus, employed in regulating the flow of fluids, in which the closing 





city and economy of construction. 

For this purpose the valve is formed at its inner surface, or that next 
the fluid, somewhat egg-shaped; and it is recessed on the opposite sur- 
face, or that next the seat, to receive and form a sort of rim, which is 
partially enclosed with indiarubber or other matter used as a packing, and 
which is thereby prevented from spreading or of being removed from the 
valve by the pressure of the fluid. 

The stem of the valve passes simply through a hole formed for it in the 
|| case of the cock or tap, where it may be provided with a head to open it, 
i — connected to a lever formed and weighted to aid the closing of the 
|| valve. 
|| The case is formed capable of being separated at the seat, by which 
| ready access is obtained to the valve or its seat for repair or otherwise. 
||'The indiarubber or other packing may be applied to the valve-seat in 
|| place of to the valve. 

When the apparatus is to be opened and closed by the floating of a ball 
or float, commonly called ball-cocks, capability for adjustment of the 





| leverage is obtained by forming the stem of the ball or float used, to pass | 


|| through the lever operating the valve, and to be set at any position deter- 
| mined upon by a screw or other suitable means. 
The claim is for the adaptation and combination of parts forming appa- 
| ratus for the purpose of regulating the flow or passage of fluids substan- 
tially as explained. : 


823.—JoserH Desmet-Siavt, of Mons, Belgium, and 4, South Street, 
Finsbury, for “An improved gas burning and lighting apparatus.” 
Provisicnal protection only obtained. Dated April 2, 1859. 
| This invention consists in a peculiar arrangement of apparatus, having 
| rotary burners suitable for ordinary and ornamental gas lighting purposes. 
| ‘The apparatus consists of a closed cup or vessel of glass or other suit- 
able material, within which a recipient is fixed containing water for 
| purifying the gas on its passage from the main through suitable openings 
in a supply-pipe to a rotating pipe, which is partly immersed in water. 
This latter pipe turns on a pivot, and is caused to rotate by the pressure 
of the gas on its passage through it, and communicates such rotary motion 
to the branches or burners in connexion with it, and which may be 
arranged in a spiral or other form. 


828.—JoserpuH Sxertcuty, of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in the co. of Leicester, 
engineer, for ‘* Improvements in apparatus for regulating the pressure of 

ges.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated April 2, 1859. 
|, This invention consists, firstly, in the construction of oscillating valves 
for regulating the supply of gas to the burner. These valves work in 
mercury, and are so arranged as to release on one side of their centres a 
corresponding amount of mercury to the displacement on the other. By 
| this means the balance of the valve is maintained at a fixed weight, owing 
to the equilibrium or mercurial displacement. One side of these oscil- 
lating valves presents a larger surface to the action of the gas than the 
other, and by loading to the required pressure the side least exposed, the 
|, valve will remain stationary until the gas exerts a pressure superior to 
this load upon the more largely exposed side, which will cause the latter 
| to descend into the mercury and the loaded side to rise out of it in the 

same proportion. By this action the admission of gas from the supply- 
| pipe may be regulated. 
| ‘The invention consists, secondly, in the construction of a vertical 
| action valve by means of a small inverted cup with slits or openings in 

‘its edges. This cup is surrounded with a solid or hollow ring of larger 
area than the gross section of the cup. The cup and ring are connected 
together, but a small space is left between them. The cup and ring thus 
connected float on mercury, and, being loaded to the desired weight, 
| operate as follows :—Gas being admitted through a pipe into the cup above 
the surface of the mercury, escapes through the slits or openings and 
rises between the cup and ring, and when the pressure of the gas exceeds 
the initial pressure of the valve it acts on the large surface of the ring, 
| pressing it down and carrying the cup along with it into the mercury ; 
| and, as the slits or openings gradually descend beneath the mercurial 
surface, the supply of gas is proportionately lessened. 

Thirdly. Either separately or in connexion with either of the preceding 
arrangements, the pressure of the gas is reduced by causing it to percolate 
through any suitable depth or thickness of granulated material. By this 
; means the column of gas is broken up and more equally diffused in its 

passage to the burner. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 


,2052.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, 
for ‘* Improvements in cocks and valves.” A communication. Sept. 8, 
1859, 

|, 2068.—Wirx1am Ross, of Glasgow, N.B., brassfounder, for “ Improved 

apparatus connected with the discharge of liquids.” Sept. 10, 1859. 
2096,—Natuan Derarrss, of 5, Fitzroy Square, London, gas engineer, 

|, for “ Improvements in gas-meters.” Sept. 14, 1859. 

2107.—Naruaniet Hecxrorp, of Forest Gate, Essex, gentleman, for 
“A method of purifying the Thames and other rivers, and of treating 
night soil”’ Sept. 16, 1859. 

| 2121.—Samuent Newman Ropes, of Prospect Cottage, Strand-on-the- 

| Green, Chiswick, Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in the regulation of gas 

I - pa which he calls ‘ Rodier’s regulating gas valve.” Sept. 17, 

|| 59, 

! 2136.—Joun Court, of Brompton Row, London, for “ Improvements 

| applicable to gas and other lamps and lights, and also gas stoves, for effect- 

Sept. 20, 1859. 


|| 
| ing more complete combustion therein.” 
| 


means or apparatus for the purpose of regulating the flow or passage of | 


of the passage is aided by the pressure of the fluid acting upon a valve ; | 
and the object of the improvements is efficiency of operation, with simpli- | 


2157.—Joun Dates, of 11 and 12, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 
London, for “ Improvements in purifying sewerage, and other impure 
waters, and in separating therefrom materials suitable for use as manure, 

and also the preparation of a substance to be employed for such purposes.” 

| Sept. 22, 1859. 

2175.—Rosert Wiiu1am Srevier, of Upper Holloway, London, and 
Hamburg, for “‘ Improvements in the means of creating a draught so as to 
remove the gases which may be produced by combustion, or from places 
where gases may be generated, where they may be detrimental to health.” 
Sept. 26, 1859. 

2177.—Joseru Vittet-CoLiineTon, lite 
typographer, of Paris, 29, Boulevard St. 
the typography.” Sept. 26, 1359. 


man, and Lovis Grorcr, 
artin, for ‘* Jmprovements in 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 
1224,—ALEXANDRE Riné Lanpre Potypore Gras, and ANTOINE 
Lovis Aucuste Boucuerts, of Marseilles, merchants, trading under 
the firm of Landre, Gras, and Co., for “Distilling schist or Boghead coal, 
and other minerals for lighting.” March 17, 1859. 

1238.—Ricuarp ARCHIBALD Broomany, of 166, Fleet Street, London, for 
“* Improvements in heating.” A communication. May 18, 1859. 

| 1244.—Gronrce Joun Panrrrt, of Bath, city surveyor, for “ Jmprovements 

| in gas-burners.”” May 20, 1859. 
1280.—Joseru Grsrs, of Brentford, Middlesex, civil engineer, for “4 

| method of treating coal, shale, lignites, and peat, in order to manufacture 
manure.” May 24, 1859. 

1406.—Tuomas GrEENSHIELDS, of 11, Little Tichfield Street, London, 
for “‘ Improvements in purifying gas, and obtaining ammoniacal and other 
salts.’ June 10, 1859. 

1442.—Jozé Luis, of 1B, Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square, London, for 
“A new syphon meter for liquids.” A communication. June 16, 1859. 

1549.—Wittiam Jonn Tompson Wituiamson, of 37, Gerrard Street, 
Soho, London, for “‘ Jinprovements in gas-burners.” June 29, 1859. 

1594.—Witt1am Kwarton, of Albion Foundry, Monkbar, York, and 
Apam Artcuison, of Knottingly, York, for “‘ Improvements in the manu- 
Sacture of gas.” July 5, 1859. 

1757.—Tuomas Cutprin, of 25, Royal Hill, Greenwich, Kent, engineer, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in water-closets, water cisterns, urinals, baths, lava- 
tories, and other sanitary apparatus, and in the mode of supplying water 
thereto.” July 29, 1859. 





Legal intelligence. 


WESTMINSTER COUNTY COURT. 
TuEspDAY, Sept. 27. 
(Before Francis Bayiey Esq., Judge, and a Jury.) 
LITTLEWOOD ¥. EQUITABLE GAS COMPANY. 


The plaintiff in this action claimed the sum of nineteen guineas by way of 
compensation for inconvenience and injuries sustained by her through the 
defendants having wrongfully cut off the supply of gas to her premises. 

Mr. Bury Hurcuinson appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Ropryson, in- 
structed by Messrs. Rogers, for the defendants. 

Mr. Hutcutnson, in opening the case to the jury, said the plaintiff was 
the proprietress of premises situate at 74 and 79, in the Strand, which were 
used by her as a tavern and eating-house. The defendants had been in the 
habit of supplying those houses with gas, but on the 30th of June last they 
unlawfully cut and divided the pipes which were fixed for the purpose of 
such supply, and thereby inflicted upon the plaintiff great inconvenience 
and damage in her business, for which she now claimed nineteen guineas, in 
addition to £3 which it cost her to have the gas restored. He thought that he 
should be able to satisfy the jury that this wasa reasonable demand, and that 
the company were not justified in the course which they hadadopted. This 
was a question of considerable public importance, and, if he succeeded in 
establishing his case, it would prove that the company had been wrong in 
many similar instances, and had done that which was contrary to the Act 
of Parliament under which they were established. The facts of the case 
were these: The plaintiff was a widow lady, and had for some time been the 
possessor of the houses in the Strand, which were lighted by the defendants; 
and it would be material in assessing the damages to know that the cooking 
department of the tavern was conducted by means of gas. As far back as 
1848 the premises in question were occupied by a gentleman named Josiffe, 
and at that period the company entered into a contract with the then pro- 
prietor to supply him with gas as a quarterly tenant. Indeed, that ap- 
peared, from numerous receipts which would be produced, to be the general 
terms upon which the company treated with their customers. The supply 
of gas to these premises was continued in that way until the year 1857. 
Up to that period the London and some other companies supplied gas in the 
same district, and it was competent for persons who were dissatisfied with 
the Equitable Company to contract with either of their rivals. But in 1857 
the interests of these companies was purchased by the Equitable, who thus 
obtained an entire monopoly of supply. Some few months afterwards, Mr. 
Josiffe sold all his interest in the public-house and tavern to the present 
plaintiff. At that time there was an arrear of gas-rent due to the extent of 
£33, for which, though entirely optional on her part, Mrs. Littlewood, on 
taking possession of the premises, gave a cheque upon Messrs. Drummonds’ 
bank, which was duly honoured. That was on the 18th of October, 1858. 
On the 2ist of that month the company wrote to Mrs. Littlewood as 
follows :— 

Madam,—As security for the future payment of your gas account, the proposal 
made by the secretary of this company to you on the 18th instant—viz., £5 deposit 
and weekly payments—should now be carried into effect. I have, therefore, to 
inform you that our collector will call for the payment of the deposit to-morrow 
(Friday) morning, and that the account will be furnished every Saturday morning 
for the preceding week, to be paid by twelve o’clock on that day. 

When the collector called, Mrs. Littlewood denied that any such conversa- 
tion had taken place on the 18th. There had been merely a conversation 
about the arrears, and she was then the tenant upon the same terms as 
Josifie had been, because she had adopted the original tenancy and was 
assignee of the premises, which fact the company had recognized by giving 
her a receipt for the whole amount due, £33. However, as it made no 
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| that they would send for the money—£8. 0s. 6d —on the 30th. 
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difference to her whether she paid weekly or quarterly, she consented to 
that part of the arrangement, but she protested against paying the deposit 
of £5, because, as he (Mr. Hutchinson) would show, the average weekly gas 
rental did not exceed £2. It was a harsh proceeding, therefore, on the part 
of the company, but they had a complete monopoly and they said: “ Though | 
= is nothing due to us, if you do not pay the £5 deposit we shall cut off | 
e gas.’ | 
Mr. Rozrxson: You do not mean to say that they told Mrs. Littlewood so? | 
oe Hurcnixson: No; but they told Mr. Josiffe, and it is all the same | 
thing. 
Mr, Rorrnson: Yes, so I think it is in one sense, because Mrs. Littlewood 
is Mr. Josiffe’s mother-in-law, but I would rather you said which it was. 
Mr. Hurcutnson: Well, they told Mr. Josiffe that they would cut off his . 
gas. He replied that they might do so if they liked, as he could go to the 
London Company as he had done before. They told him that he could not, 
that all that sort of thing was at an end, and that ay had bought up the 
interest of the London Company in the district. His honour would tell the 
jury that the statute, under which this company was incorporated, was a 
contract made by the defendants with the public, and that they were bound 
by law to do whatever by the statute they professed todo. The object of 
that statute was for the express purpose of supplying the Strand, and other 
places within the limits of the Act, with gas. The company were bound, 
therefore, to supply gas, and to supply it on reasonable terms; and it could 
not be argued that, having obtained an entire monopoly of the district, they 
might increase their demands and require a deposit of £5 or £10 from every 
house before they would consent to lay down their pipes. If so, they might 
have some £300,000 or £400,000 in hand belonging to their customers, 
upon the plea that having a someey they did not choose to supply gas 
without a large deposit. Under the circumstances, however, the £5 de- 
manded in this case was paid, but Mrs. Littlewood constantly protested 
against it, as she could not conceive for what purpose this sum was re- 
tained by the company when they every week received the 30s. or £2 due 
for gas. It ——— however, that the gas company tried it on rather too 
strong with other parties, and there was a meeting—— 


Mr. Rorrnson objected to these remarks—the statement was not evidence: 


Mr. Hurcutnson said, at all events something took place which led Mrs. | 
Littlewood to resolve to resist this claim. On the 30th of June, 1859, there 
were three weeks’ gas-rent due—the collector not having called, or having 
only called once for the money. On the 28th the company wrote to say 
There was, 
however, a mistake on their part, as the amount due was only £7. 12s. 
When the collector called, Mr. Josiffe said,“ You have £5 in hand, which 
can only be for the purpose of paying for any gas which may be due. I 
shall deduct that, and pay you £2. 12s., which will make us straight to the 
present time, as the rest 1s an overcharge, and then we will pay weekly, as 
proposed in your letter.” The collector said he had no objection to that, 
and he gave a receipt for the £7. 12s., taking a receipt from Mr. Josiffe for the 
£5 deposit. That wasat twelve o'clock in the day; and in less than an hour 
afterwards a clerk from the company came to the plaintiff’s house to say that 
the defendants would supply no more gas unless they received the £5 deposit 
again, and that unless it was paid within an hour, the supply-pipes to the 
plaintiff's premises would be cut off. Mr. Josiffe said he would go and con- 
sult Mrs. Littlewood’s solicitor, and call at the company’s office within an | 
He did so; but when he returned he found that the company had 
taken up the pavement in front of the house, that they had already dis- 
connected one pipe, and that there were two policemen to keep the crowd 
off, for the people could not think what was the matter. The fact of the | 
men being sent at so short a notice to cut off the gas showed the feeling 
there was in the matter, for the company had no right to pull up the pave- 
ment except on giving three days’ notice of their intention. While Mr. | 
Josiffe was talking to the secretary, who refused to listen to anything but | 
the deposit of £5, the other pipe was cut off, and thus the cooking of chops 
and steaks, for which customers were waiting, came to a sudden end. 
People who wanted their dinners were disappointed, and the goodwill of the 
house damaged thereby. Mr. Josiffe, though he declined to pay the £5 
deposit, had offered to pay whatever might be due up to the moment, and 
to deposit one, two, or three pounds as security for the week ensuing, as 
the quantity consumed never came to more. The clerk refused to accede 
to this at the time, though the secretary afterwards offered to have the gas 
laid on again if £3 were deposited with the company. Mr. Josiffe said he 
would pay the £3 under protest; but he would take proceedings to get the 
money back again. He felt it was necessary to do this, because people in | 
business, however strong their feelings respecting such harsh proceedings | 
might be, were obliged to be careful that they did not do anything which 
would ruin their trade. The plaintiff was entirely at the mercy of the | 
company, and if she had not yielded to their terms, her public-house could 
not have been lighted that evening. Now, he (Mr. Hutchinson) would ask, 
if the company had a right to demand £5, why did the secretary take £3? 
The defendants, by their secretary, admitted that their claim was an 
arbitrary one, for they first required £5, when, as it proved, £3 was sufficient. 
The plaintifi’s case was this, that she was, by the company’s own admission, 
a weekly tenant; that at the time there was no rent due; and that the 
company had no right to demand a deposit as a condition of continuing the 
supply of gas. The Equitable Gas Company were incorporated by the 5th 
Vic., c. 36, under the 80th section of which Act the directors were em- | 
powered to fix the rents to be taken by the company. 

Mr. Rorinson: “ The rents and sums.” | 

Mr. Hurcuinson said “rent” was a sum; but unless the directors could | 
calculate the quantity of gas which this house would consume, it would be 
impossible to fix a rent upon it. It was provided by that section that all 
the powers to be exercised by the directors should be exercised in accord- 
ance with and subject to the provisions of this Act. If they fixed any rent, 
then, which was not in accordance with the provisions of the Act, the court 
would say they were not to doit. In the 157th section was the power to 
cut off the supply. It was there enacted—“ That if any person supplied 
with gas by the company ”—not who shall be supplied—“ shall neglect to 
pay any rate, rent, or sum of money due to them”—not to become due— 
“at any of the times appointed for payment thereof”—it would be seen by | 
the company’s letters that there would be no rent due until the Saturday 
following—“ it shall be lawful for the company or their lessee to stop the 
supply of gas to such person by cutting off the service-pipe to the premises 
of such person or by such means as the company shall think fit, and 
to recover the rate, rent, or sum due from such person,” &c. The latter 
part of the section was easily understood by reference to the first part, 
which spoke of “gas supplied” and “money due.” It could not therefore 
be construed into anything Pe ca at and, such being the case, the act 
of the company in cutting off the plaintifi’s pipes, there being no rent due | 
at the time, was what they had no right to do. Admitting, however, that 
something was due for the period after the account was sent in and pay- 











| tract with anybody. 


; and they had a perfect right to do so. 


| gives them power to make contracts; they are not like carriers. 


| some way in the erection of a retort-house and the necessary buildings for the 


ment made, there was a tender of £2 or £3, which was more than sufficient 
to satisfy such claim. Under any circumstances, then, the company had 
done wrong, and he could only suppose that they had been actuated by ill 
feeling towards the plaintiff. The Gas Clauses Consolidation Act, which 
was passed to regulate the proceedings of all gas companies, enacted that 
before the undertakers proceeded to open the ground three days’ notice of 
their intention to do so must be given. 

Mr. Ropinson: The Gas Clauses Act has reference only to companies in- 
corporated afterwards, and therefore does not apply to the plaintiff's 
—e- 

Mr. Hutcurinson argued that at all events there was nothing in the 
plaintiff's Act which justified so arbitrary a proceeding on their part, and 
that for the inconvenience and injury which his client had sustained she 
was entitled to the nineteen guineas for which she sued as a reasonable 
compensation. ; 

Mr. Rosryson: I apprehend, sir, that this question is merely one of law. 

His Honour: I do not see any case for the jury. The state of the 
matter is this—Mr. Josiffe is a tenant—— 

Mr. Hurcuiyson: No. 

Mr. Ropryson: He is; his name is over the door. 

Mr. Hutrcuryson: Here are the receipts in the name of Mrs. Littlewood. 

His Honour: Let it be so. The company say, ‘‘ We will not supply you 
unless you deposit £5 and pay the gas-rent weekly.” Mrs. Littlewood 
submits to do so from 1858 until June last. She then says, “‘ You shall not 
have the £5 any longer,” and the company reply, “ And you shall not have 
the gas.” The "seen will not pay the terms which they demand, and the 
company therefore cut off the supply. 

Mr. Hutcninson: We say they had no right to cut it off. 

His Honour: Yes, they had. They had a right to make their own terms. 
There is nothing in their Act to prevent it, and in the Gas Clauses Conso- 
lidation Act there is an express clause that companies shall make such 
terms as they think fit. 

Mr. Ropinson: Why have not we the same right to demand the money 
first.as they to demand the gas? There is a mutual exchange, and we can 
do as we like. 

His Honour: What is there to prevent the company fixing the terms 
under which they will supply gas? 

Mr. Roprnson: The question has been mooted in the Court of Common 
Pleas, and it was held that a company are not bound to continue the supply, 
but may cut it off at once; and that there must be a special agreement for 
a continuance of supply. In the case to which I refer (The Hoddesdon Gas 
Company v. Hazlewood) the Chief Justice said: “1 see in this nothing obli- 
gatory on the respondents to continue taking the gas from the appellants, 
nor on the appellants to continue the supply. The inconvenience of having 
the supply of an article such as gas withdrawn may be great, but I see no 
distinction at ail between the supply of gas by such a company as this, and 
that of oil by a tallow-chandler, which it is admisted he may put an end to 
at any time without notice. There was here no obligation on the one side 
to supply nor on the other to take the gas, and the supply may, therefore, 
be put an end to at the pleasure or even caprice of either side.” 

Mr. Hurcuinson: That was a case where gas was supplied to certain 
stoves for heating. 

Mr. Roginson: Just as your stoves were supplied for cooking. 

Mr. Hutcuiyson: I draw the distinction in this way—there was nothing 
to show that it was a dwelling-house. Supposing the company had said, 
“ We will not supply stoves.” 

His Honour: They would have a right to refuse the supply. 

Mr. Hurcuinson: There is an implied contract in this case. Whatever 
is alleged to be the object of the company by the statute is an implied con- 


Mr. Rozryson: I maintain that the company have a perfect right to pro- 
tect themselves. A great deal has been said about the company and Josiffe. 
Josiffe has been a bankrupt, and (though he had not at that time) he has 
since received a third class certificate. When it is said that the company 
have arbitrarily dealt with the plaintiff, it should be known that Josiffe has 
been dallying with the company for some time, and that he has made over 
the whole of his property. His name, however, is still over the door, and I 
believe that Mrs. Littlewood has no more to do with the premises than the 
company. 

His Honour: The company have a right to propose their own terms, 
and to cut off the gas if they are not complied with. 

Mr. Hurcuinson: Notwithstanding there is nothing due? 

His Honour: Yes; they have a right to say, “ We will not supply you 
with any gas unless you deposit a sum of money with us.” There was a 
demand made in October, 1858, of £5 deposit, which was paid; and in the 
June following you said the company should no longer have the £5. The 
£5 being paid back, you no longer had a deposit with them. They there- 
fore said, the conditions not being fulfilled, we will no longer supply you, 
I should not be so confident about 
it if I had not looked at the Gas-Works Clauses Act. The Act expressly 


The plaintiff was then nonsuited, and ordered to pay the defendants’ 
costs. 








Miscellaneous News. 


CRYSTAL PALACE DISTRICT GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the 
Albion, Aldersgate Street, on Tuesday, the 27th ult.—Mr. Erasstus WILSON, 
F.R.S., in the chair. ’ 

The advertisement convening this meeting and the minutes of the last 
meeting having been read, the seal of the company was affixed to the register 
of proprietors. 

The SecrErary (Mr. Magnus Ohren) read the following report of the 
directors :— 

The directors have to report the continued successful progress of the company’s 
operations during the half year. 

The directors have felt the necessity, both with a view to present economy and the 


future more extended supply of gas required by the district, to enlarge the plan 
suggested in their last report for the construction of new works, and have proceeded 


apparatus connected therewith. These works they hope to have in full operation 
tor the coming winter. . . 
and the meetings will 


The new Act of Parliament sanctions half-yearly meetings, : ith 
for the future be held half-yearly. The Co penser Seer} 


mpanies’ Clauses Act— 
the company’s Act of Parliament—provides that the borrowing powers “* 
by the special Act shall not be exercised by the directors without the consent of the 
shareholders : the directors propose to receive such authority from the shareholders 
at the present meeting. 
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June, and are duly vouched by the auditors. 


seen that the profits on the 

















The directors submit to the shareholders the accompanying balance-shect, showing 
the financial position of the company. The accounts are made up to the 30th of 
According to this account, it will be 
e alf year are £1198. 18s. 5d.; out of which sum the 
directors recommend the declaration of a dividend after the rate of 6 per cent. per 


annum, and the appropriation of the remainder as follows—namely, to write off}, 
parliamentary expenses £60, and carry the balance, £45. 15s. 1d., to the profit of the | 
succeeding half year. 


The annexed statements of accounts were taken as read :— 








' 
Dr. CAPITAL ACCOUNT, To Junz 30, 1859. Cr. 
Toamount for plant. . . . .. +. « © « « + « « « + &£12,97715 © , By proprietors for paid-up capital— 
NNN, 6 ols Geen 6 wlidte @ oes « «oe Mee 6 3435 shares, at £10 pershare . . . . » £34,350 0 0 
i ke cal a a ce geal 15,445 17 7 1565 ditto, £2 per share paid, . oe. 3,130 0 0 
Moters and services. « « 2 2 0 0 6 ts 8 — 2,126 16 9 ———— £37,480 0 0 
ee ee een ee 11215 38 a aan a ee ae oe a ee a a eae ee. 
. ..... i eeaepmne Ff e 
Less written off. . . . . £200 0 0 
MEG » s+ + 6 6 6 13 4 0 
213 4 0 
——_——._ 2,329 9 7 
Preliminary expenses . . . . » « + « © £3,738413 1 
ee 150 0 0 
mmm Qeekts % 
Parliamentary expenses . . . + se + + £ 833 11 
aa 208 7 9 
—_— 625 3 3 
£45,735 15 0 
ee a ee ee a ae ee a ae 594 5 0 
£46,330 0 0 £46,330 0 0 
Dr. PROFIT anp LOSS, ror tHE Hatr Year ENDING June 30, 1859. Cr. 
Toamount forcoals carbonized . . . . . . ee . . $2,281 12 4 | By balance unappropriated, December 31,1858. . . £25 01 
Lime, oxide,and sundries. . . . . +. ++ 6 «© «© «© « 196 7 7 | Adjustment of dividend for past years . . . . 285 4 2 
Retorts, fire-bricks,&. . . . . +» 2s © © © © © « 14 9 2 £576 4 3 
Trade charges, repair of meters,and machinery. . . . . « 143 8 2 i, ee rn ae es ll, 
New eorvicssandvrepeirs . . . . 1. 2 es eo se ee © 737 a a ee a a a 91 5 8 
Rent, rates,andtaxes, . . . . . e oa Th 495 6 4 — 4,579 8 10 
Lawcharges. . . . . e a ae 18 0 2 Coke made forsale. . . . . « ° . ‘  % 818 7 0 
cng gue di. . £250 0 0 De > « «+ + 6 w+ ** " . ° 3110 1 
Ditto, voted for past services. . . 150 0 0 Dee. +s + « + © © « 8 “s ; 42 216 
400 0 0) ae a ee ee oe ee ee ee ° 17 8 6 
EE 6 ah ee OR a ‘ 3110 0 | Sulphate of ammonia, net profit. . a 2 e 66 10 11 
ee ‘ae i ‘ 225 8 0} Dividend on Sydenham shares . . . . «6 es ee 21917 9 
Collector’scommission. . . . . .-9 e ‘ 67 6 7 | Interest on depositat bankers . . . . . «© © «© « « 910 6 
 _ rae ae . % . 577 1 8 | 
Petty works and officeexpenses, . . . . . + + «+ « 108 19 1 | 
Interest on loans—balance accrued tothisdate . . .... 140 1 4 
Bad debts and allowances on collection . . . . ... + 6513 3 
beet. de ee ar 208 6 6 
ek hm a At ew. oF 70 6 8 
Ditto off metersand services. . . . . 1 1 se ee ee 5618 7 | 
near ddsterns tities, Ja a ee ee 219 6 | 
Ditto offretortaccount . . . . 6 6 1 ee ew 443 9 | 
£5,156 2 3 | 
ee. sb we 6 soe eS we me 1,198 18 5 | 
——— | —_——_. 
£6,355 0 8 | £6,355 0 8 
Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, To June 30, 1859. Cr. 
ee a £1,352 10 8 | By balance from capitalaccount . . . . . « + «© « « «© «© £59 5 O 
| Amount due from sundry persons . . . . 6. 1 ee ew 867 17 3 Amount due to sundry persons . o's © «© © © ® 4,791 10 4 
Rental and arrears . . . . 1. 2 « e ee 2,304 12 7 ee) a ae ae ee ee ee ee ee 1,198 18 5 
Melemoseattembes. 2 wt tc thm tl 2,059 13 3 
£6,584 13 9 | £6,584 13 9 


Dividend on share capital, at 6 per cent. per annum 
Parliamentary expenses, to be writtenoff . . . 





The Cuarrman: Gentlemen,—You have just heard read the report of the 
directors, which has been for sometime in your hands so as to give you an 
| Opportunity of looking into and judging for yourselves as to the state of the 
| company. We have met to-day for the purpose of examining into the 
|| details of our financial position, and I trust you will find them satisfactory. 
The profits are somewhat less than they have been on previous occasions, 
|| and they are so for several reasons. One is, that you have here the accounts 
|| for six monthsinstead of twelve, and those the worst six months in the year. 
|| Another reason is, that the directors, since your last meeting, have reduced 
| the price of gas throughout the district, which has left us a smaller profit 
|| for the past half year than is likely to occur again. You are aware that this 
|| is the first half-yearly meeting that has been held by this company. Until 
| the passing of our recent Act of Parliament, we did not possess the power 
|| of meeting half-yearly; but I think I may congratulate the shareholders 
|;and ourselves that we have the opportunity now of meeting each other 
|| more frequently, of looking into our accounts at such meetings, of consider- 
|, ing the profit and loss of our transactions, and of performing that other and 
||Most gratifying duty, that of making a division of the profits, and receiving 
‘jour dividends once in six months instead of yearly, as before. In our 
||Teport reference is made to the buildings now in progress. You are all 
|| 2Ware that we are in possession of freehold land, and that it was the in- 
| tention of the company that the enlargement of the works, which might be 
|| rendered necessary by the increasing demand for gas in the district, should 
+} be made upon that freehold in preference to altering and adapting the old 
|| Works upon the leasehold. In fact, the leasehold land is not sufficiently 
|| large to accommodate the necessary works for the increased business of the 
;,company. Our future progress, therefore, in the way of adding to the plant 
| Will be upon our own freehold, and I think this will be much more satis- 
|| factory to the proprietors. It was thought at the time that the new works 
|| Were commenced that the addition of a few retorts upon the freehold 
| land would be sufficient to enable us to keep up the supply in the district; 
|| but it was felt to be desirable that whatever was done should be upon a 
lan which would accommodate itself to any future works we might require. 
’e had the ground, therefore, laid out upon a plan, and the beds of retorts 
laid exactly where they would have to be in the event of the construction 
of such future works. Since then it has become necessary to roof in the 
retorts to keep them from the weather; in other words, to complete the 





1} 
1 
| 


The result of all this is that when the works are completed—and they will 
be before the winter sets in—we shall have greater facilities than we have 
ever had for supplying our consumers, for providing a better article than 
we have hitherto done, and for equalizing the supply throughout the dis- 
trict. The history of our new works 4 to the period which comes under 
our notice at this meeting—viz., the 30th of June last—is only very trifling, 
|| 88 it was but just previous to that date that we commenced them. I may, 








retort-house and the other works necessary for the manufacture of gas. | 
| sanction of the shareholders. 


Balance to be carried tomextaccount . . . 2. « «© «© «© «© #© » 


| the special Act, for the purpose of enabling us to renew our debentures as 


APPROPRIATION or BALANCE, 


‘(eaversvstvteaoss ess 
ee 60 0 0 
£1,153 3 4 

4515 1 


£1,198 18 5 


however, draw the curtain, and tell you what has been done since. We 
have been enabled fully to carry out our intention, and have not been ob- 
structed at all by the strike amongst the masons, We have carried on 
the works so satisfactorily, that I believe within another fortnight the 
retort-house will be roofed in, and you will see a majestic column rising up 
at Bell Green in the form of a new chimney, which will be an ornament to 
the district. I trust that the additional works will be as great a source of 
enlightenment to the neighbourhood as this chimney will be a luminary of 
architecture itself, although, in reference to the question of architecture, 
the feeling of your directors has been that whatever was done should Le 
well, but at the same time economically, done. I believe I have nothing 
further to say to you, and shall therefore conclude by moving—“ That the 
report and accounts now presented be approved, adopted, and entered on 
the minutes.” In proposing that resolution, I need hardly say that we 
shall be most happy to hear any remarks which the shareholders may think 
it necessary to make upon the subject of the report and accounts. 

Mr. W. Hystor seconded the motion. 

The Rev. G. Pocock hoped that by adopting the report the proprietors 
would not be precluded from discussing the recommendations which the 
directors presented, or be supposed to pledge themselves to carry out those 
recommendations. There were two propositions made in the report—one 
was to raise more money, the other was as to the disposal of the balance. 

The CuarrMAN said the meeting would be in no way pledged to either 
suggestion, and each would be subsequently brought forward as a separate 
resolution. 

The motion was then adopted. 

Mr. G. Fasson moved—* That a dividend for the half year be now de- 
clared on the paid up capital of the company, at and after the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum, less income-tax.” 

Mr. A. WitutaMs seconded the motion, which was adopted. 

Mr. H. P. SrepHENSON (deputy-chairman): The directors have to come 
before the shareholders on the present occasion, in consequence of a clause 
in the Act of Parliament which relates to their borrowing powers. When 
we were registered under the Joint-Stock Companies’ Act we had unlimited 
borrowing powers, and we exercised those powers to the extent of £8850. 
By our special Act of Parliament we are enabled to borrow to the extent 
of £12,500, but we are not permitted, according to the provision of the 
the Companies’ Clauses Act, to exercise that borrowing power without the 
We omitted at our last annual meeting to 
obtain that sanction, and therefore our borrowed money remains as it was 
when we were under Joint-Stock Registration—viz., £8850. We do not 
propose on the present occasion to increase our borrowed money, but we 
merely wish to have the sauction of the shareholders to the exercise of that 
borrowing power. We propose to do it to the full amount authorized by 









































| Mr. Pocock suggested that, instead of writing £60 off the parliamentary Mr. Livesey also read the following statements of account :— 
\| Dr. WORKING tue ESTABLISHMENT, ror Tue Harr Year ENDING JuNE 380, 1859. Cr. 
;! To amount paid for wages . . . . 2 ee £3,603 11 8 By gas rental to date— eo 
| Ditto for salaries. pies 4 1,305 6 0 { March 25. 2 . £17,457 11 1 
Ditto for lamps and lighters . 1,217 19 3 } June 24. = 10,007 16 2 
Ditto for rent and taxes inet taker . 889 7 2 — 27,465 7 3 
| Ditto to directors and auditors . . . . « « 396 0 0 | Coke, breeze, &c. F oe 5,385 2 11 
| Ditto for puriiying material . . . 1. . ee 296 8 4 Meter-rent, &c. : ° 46015 7 
| Ditto for sundries . . . 1,034 5 5 | 
oe £8,742 17 10 
| Cost of coals carbonized . . . . =. . . - 9,436 12 7 | 
| | Amount expended in main-pipes. . - 41,55010 1 
| Ditto in service-pipes . ‘a oh ° 273 910 | 
| Ditto in meters and fittings ke ° 738 211 
| Ditto in general stores . ’ F 390 11 11 
| Wear and tear of retorts . 37017 3 | 
| Bad debts and allowances, . , bee tee os 281 3 8/ 
Balance ows. « Beam ss} 
| £33,311 5 9 £33,311 5 9 
Dr. BALANCES on June 30, 1859. Cr. 
To capital . oe e ° - . . £152,000 0 0 | Byamountexpended onworks . ... . +e « « « dee ee 
Unelaimed dividends s ° ° 6412 0 | Stock on hand— 
{| Payments in advance forgas. . . . 18015 1 Retorts and firegoods. . . .. . £1,028 10 11 
| Amount due to sundry creditors. . . . 1,795 511 | Main-pipes . oe SS oe 1,824.19 5 
| Working account . ° 11,526 19 8 | De ew © ek ee me 330 1 1 
| Wear and tear ditto, " “ 585 12 9 Genelia. . 16+ © « * 383 5 0 
H Reserve-fund. . . . * © 416 7 3} Meters and fittings, . . . 1. 990 14 6 
H Coke, breeze, &c. oS 6 ew 6 Se 25 5 1 
} Ce & wk oe OS ee ee ee 2,093 2 0 
—_———._ £6,725 18 0. 
| Amount due to the company— 
| Forgas . , Cent, KO Ae £12,707 13 9 
Coke, &c. - 288 10 5 
Sundries . , 188 12 1 
Interest. . 77:15 6 
13,262 11 9 
Investment account, - . 6,886 5 0 
Deposit ditto. , ° * « 15,000 0 0} 
Cash— | 
Atbankers . , ° - £1,84517 9 | 
In hand for freight. . . 70 0 0 
Ditto for petty cash . 9 4 3 
a 1,925 2 0 
£166,567 12 8 £166,567 12 8 
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they fallin. In order that we may not be driven up into a corner with 
reference to them, we propose shortly before they become due to borrow 
money, as we believe we shall be enabled to do, at a lower rate. I may 
mention that our borrowed money at present bears interest at the rate of 
54 per c@nt., but we have received offers of late to lend us money at 4} per 
cent., and if we can renew our bonds on those terms it will, of course, be a 
great advantage to the company. I beg, therefore, to move—* That the 
directors be and they are hereby authorized to borrow on bonds given 
under the seal of the company, from tifme to time as they may think fit, 
any sum or sums of money not exceeding in the whole the sum of £12,500.” 
Mr. W. C. Lea Witson seconded the motion. 





| crease their debt by borrowing money beyond the amount already in hand. 


| should have objected to the present proposal on another ground. He held 
‘in his hand a paper from which he learnt that the directors had received 


| borrowed did not exceed what the Act of Parliament sanctioned their 
jraising. Why did the honourable proprietor wish to pay up the whole of 


The Rey. G. Pocock said if it had not been for the explanation given by 
Mr. Stephenson to the meeting he should have felt a strong opposition to 
this motion, because he had apprehended that the directors intended to in- 


He had an instinctive horror at getting into debt, and believed that it was 
equally the duty of companies and individuals, if they could, to avoid it, and 
if they were already in debt to get out of it as soon as possible. If it was 
not intended to increase the amount of their borrowed capitai he should 
not oppose the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENSON said there might possibly be a temporary increase, as 
the directors would have to borrow money to pay off the existing bonds as 
they became due, but it would be at most only for a few months. 

Mr. Pocock said, in addition to his dislike to being involved in debt, he 


oilers of more capital than they required. He himself applied to them, 
offering to pay up the whole of his shares, and that was the answer he re- 
ceived from the board, accompanied by an intimation that they could only 
accept payment upon one half of his shares. It appeared to him strange 
that while the directors were refusing money from their own shareholders 
they should be asking for powers to borrow it from other persons. 

The Cuairman said he was happy to know that the difficulty of the 
honourable proprietor admitted of an easy solution. The shares of the 
company paid six per cent. per annum, and, consequently, were very much 
in request —so much so, indeed, that, as the directors had intimated, they 
had received offers for double the amount of money they cared to accept. 
Ile might go a little further and say that, if the directors had been in posses- 
sion of the borrowing powers they were asking to day, they would probably 
not have given the shareholders an opportunity of paying up any of their 
shares, and for this rexson—they could have borrowed money as they 
wanted it at 44 per cent. interest, instead of paying the shareholder 6 per 
cent. In an economical point of view, therefore, it would have been much 
better to carry on their operations with borrowed money, provided the sum 


his shares? Because he saw it was so good a concern to invest his money 





in. They might depend upon it that the fewer paid-up shares there were 


| the better was it for the shareholders at large. 


Mr. Pocock said he thought it was immaterial to the shareholders 
whether they received it as interest or in the shape of dividends. 

Mr. Srernenson suid it made a great difference to the shareholders, and 
might have the effect of giving them 7 per cent. instead of 6. 

Mr. Hystor said if Mr. Pocock was willing to receive 44 per cent. for 
his money, no doubt the directors would be willing he should pay up his 
shares on those terms. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. Pocock inquired whether any resolution was to be proposed respect- 
ing the balance? 

The CHArRMAN said the balance amounted to only £45. 


j 
expenses, £100 should be paid off the borrowed money, and the balance of): 
£5 only, carried to the profit of the next half year. He should not, how- 
ever, make a formal proposition on the subject. = 

The DEpuTY-CHAIRMAN explained that the £60 was to reduce the parlia- | | 
mentary expenses account, and that was a debt. : 

Votes of thanks to the directors, auditors, and officers, having been 
adopted, j | 

The CHARMAN announced that the business of the day was at an end. 4 
He hoped that the harmony and good feeling which had prevailed at the | | E 
meeting might be taken as the augury of even better success in the future | 5 
than they had realized in the past. They had been enabled to divide fairly 
and honestly 6 per cent. upon their paid-up capital, and he was not without 
hope that in the future their dividends might be better than at present. 
He did not hold that out, however, as a certain result, because they had yet || 
a great deal to do. They had a very extensive district to supply—a district 
large, irregular, and excessively hungry. The difficulty the directors had 
had to supply the demands of those who would have the company lay mains 
in the earth was something extraordinary. It was painful to have to refuse 
those who were begging for gas in all directions, but whose consumption | | 
would not warrant the outlay necessary to provide mains at present. 
Every year, however, the difficulties of that kind would diminish, and, by- 
and-bye, he hoped the company would have such a mesh work of mains | 
throughout the district as would be sufficient to supply all those who were | 
now asking for light, for light, next to bread, was one of the greatest, 
blessings which God had bestowed on man. | 

A vote of thanks to the chair terminated the proceedings. 


a 





SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the London | 
Tavern on Wednesday, the Sth inst.—T. B. Smpson, Esq., in the chair. 

The advertisement convening the meeting having been read, and the seal | 
of the company affixed to the register of proprietors, the minutes of the last | 
general and special meetings were presented and confirmed. 

The Secretary (Mr. Livesey) then read the following report of the 
directors :— 

The directors have much pleasure in again meeting the proprietors, and in re- 
porting, that since their last half-yearly mecting, the business of the company has 
progressed steadily and satisfactorily. 

The rental for gas continues to increase, the amount for the half year to the 30th 
of June last being in excess of the half year immediately preceding, and also of that 
for the corresponding period of 1858. ' : ; 

In the account for coke and other products there is a falling off in the receipts, 
arising from the reduced price at which coke has been sold, and not from any de- 
ficiency in the quantity made for sale. : ’ : : 

Of the contemplated outlay announced to the proprietors in April last, the direc- 
tors have not yet found it necessary to carry out their intention of extending any 
part of the works; but they have expended a large sum in taking up small mains 
in several parts of the district, and laying down others of a larger diameter, from 
which the public are already deriving the benefit, by having at their command an 
abundant supply of gas at all hours. : | 

The works are in an efficient condition, and quite equal to meet any demand which | 
the consumers are likely to make during the coming winter. The chemical referee 
continues to make a favourable report of the quality of the company’s gas, and it is 
gratifying to the directors to add, that he has not found, during the whole year, 
** any trace of sulphuretted hydrogen or ammonia,’”__ oe 

From the accounts, which will be read to the meeting, it will be seen that the 
rental for gas and receipts for products, for the half year ended June 30 last, 
amount to £33,311. 5s. 9d., and the expenditure for the same period to £21,784. 
6s. 1d., leaving a balance of £11,526. 19s. 8d. to be appropriated at this meeting, and 
which the directors recommend should be disposed of by the payment of a dividend 
of 3 per cent. for the half year, and a bonus of 10s. per share, and by placing the 
difference to the credit of the wear and tear and reserve accounts. 








The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, in moving that this report be received and 
entered upon the minutes, I shall have very little to say, because 1 can add | 
but little to what is contained in the report itself. Indeed, it is very grati- | 

| fying to me that I tind it necessary to say but little, because it arises from | 

jthe fact that everything connected with the company is going on as plea- , 
santly and as profitably as it well can do, and that the plant and works are 

‘in most excellent order. As, therefore, you are men of business, and do not 

| wish to be detained, I shail not enlarge upon the announcements which 








have been made to you. We have all of us known times when a very dif- | 
ferent state of things prevailed here. ‘The gentleman who occupied the 

chair which I now fill, and to whom for his services to the company we are | 
so much indebted, had occasionally to pass through a fiery time in the posi- | 
tion which he held. My situation, on the contrary, is a most satisfactory | | 
one, and is surrounded on all hands by circumstances which make the| | 
duties of it most agreeable. I have only, therefore, to assure you that our || 
affairs are in such a state as to be most gratifying to us all; and with! 
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reference to the works, I may add that we shall have great pleasure at any 
time, should the proprietors feel disposed to walk down, to show them over 
them, and I am sure they will be pleased with the inspection. I now move 
formally, “ That the report be received and entered upon the minutes.” 

Mr. RHopEs seconded the motion, which was adopted. e 

On von motion of the CuHArRMAN, the accounts were also received and 
approved. 

P he CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, the next resolution which I shall submit to 

ou—and I do so myself for the sake of saving time, though I shall be 

appy to depute the task to any other proprietor—is a most agreeable one. 
It is that a dividend for the half year ending June 30 last, of 3 per cent., 
with a bonus of 10s. per share, free of property tax, be now declared, and 
that the same be payable at the company’s bankers on and after the 14th 
inst., and that the balance of profits, after payment of the dividend and 
bonus, be carried to the credit of the reserve-fund and the wear and tear 
account. 

Mr. Ropes seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

The CuairmMAN: Gentlemen, there is another duty which I have to 

rform, and it is to me a very agreeable one, as I am sure the resolution 
oo about to propose will meet with the unanimous concurrence of the 
proprietors. We have a most excellent officer in our secretary, Mr. Livesey, 
and one who performs his duties to the entire satisfaction of the directors, 
and for the interest of the proprietors. He is a gentleman whose duties are 
manifold, and he has rendered us most important service. He is always at 
his post, and deserves, I think, at your hands some acknowledgment of the 
exertions he has put forth for your benefit. I have, therefore, great pleasure 
in proposing that the salary of the secretary be raised by the sum of £150 
per annum. 

The motion having been seconded, 

Mr. BuAck said: I think there can be but one opinion of the value of the 
services of Mr. Livesey; but I think the better course for the proprietors 
to adopt would be at once to make his salary £800 a year. He is an old 
and valued servant of the company, and the service he has rendered us has 
been so important that I am sure we should all agree to such a proposition. 

Mr. Gray: I would rather take the recommendation of the directors for 
the present, although I would not for a moment have it supposed that I do 
not consider our worthy secretary deserves £800 a year, for it is morally 
impossible that works of the magnitude of ours could be better conducted 
||than they are by him. But I always feel considerable reluctance in inter- 
|| fering with the suggestions or recommendations of the executive, because I 
take it that they have well looked into the matter before coming here, and 
have proposed that which, after mature consideration, they believe will be 








||for the best. I regard the resolution now before us as by no means pro- 
viding that full remuneration to which Mr. Livesey is entitled, but it is a 
step in the way towards it. Independently of this motion, I intend to pro- 
| pose that a donation of 100 guineas be presented to our secretary. 

| Mr. Ruoprs: This matter was discussed before the directors came into 
| the mecting, and we seemed to be unanimous upon it. 

| Mr. HearHorn (a director) concurred with Mr. Black that it would be 
| better at once to fix the salary of the secretary at £800. 

Mr. Ewart supported the proposition from the chair, and, in doing so, 
said he believed that the increase and prosperity of their establishment 
| were mainly due to the exertions of Mr. Livesey, whose services as engineer 
and secretary could not be too highly spoken of. 

After some further conversation, the proposal made by the chairman was 
| put, and cordially agreed to. 
| Mr. Gray said he hoped that the directors would, at the end of another 














|| year, feel themselves in a position to come forward and recommend a further 

addition to Mr. Livesey’s salary. In the meantime, he begged to propose 
| that a donation of one hundred guineas be presented to that gentleman. 

| The motion was seconded, and unanimously adopted. 

| The Srcrerary acknowledged the votes. He said: Gentlemen, I thank 
|| you most sincerely for the resolutions to which you have justcome. It has 
|| always been my desire and aim to do the best in my power for the interests 
|| of the company; and, if I had received your vote of thanks without the 
| money, I should have been highly delighted with such a recognition of my 
Every addition to my income is of course welcome, but as I have 

















which might be necessary, but he believed they would be able to go on very 
smoothly in that respect. 

Mr. Ruopes said he was aware that a limited time was allowed, but he 
found, from the reports of some companies which had come into his hands, 
that other boards of directors were complaining in consequence of the quan- 
tity of meters they had on hand. 

The CHarrMAN said all new meters which the company had to fix 
would be at the risk of the meter-makers if not made in compliance with 
the requirements of the Act, but ten years were allowed in which to 
make any alterations necessary in those hitherto in use, so as to bring 
them to the same standard. 

The Secretary said they would have no difficulty in working the old 
ones to the new principle. 

Mr. Ruoves said there was another matter respecting which he wished 
for information, and that was whether the directors had examined the re- 
gister of shares lately? 

The CHArRMAN said the register was regularly examined once in every 
six months, and, in addition to that, every transfer came before the board. 

Mr. Ruopss said he did not mention it with any feeling of dissatisfaction 
or to excite any suspicion, but it had been mentioned to him by several 
persons that such an inquiry was never put to the directors at the meetings 
of the shareholders. 

The CuarrMan said very few transfers of shares took place in this com- 
pany, but whenever they were made it was always with the knowledge of 
the board, and were duly entered on the minutes. 

Mr. Gray proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors, and, 
in doing so, said the best proof of their efficiency and unwearied diligence 
was to be found in the admirable statements of accounts which had that day 
been laid before the proprietors. 

Mr. Buack seconded the motion, which was cordially adopted. 

The CuarrMAy, in acknowledgment, said: Gentlemen, it is a t re- 
ward for public men when they receive a testimonial of this kind from 
those who can well understand the duties which they are called on to per- 
form. I can assure you that we highly appreciate the compliment you 
have paid us, and I can only add that, so long as we are able, our best ex- 
ertions will be put forth for the benefit of the company. 

On the motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. RuopEs, a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Livesey, the secretary and engineer, was then adopted. 

Mr. Livesey appropriately acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings 
terminated. 





SURREY CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly General Meeting was held at the Bridge House Hotel, 
—— Street, on Thursday the 6th inst—T. Pocock, Esq., in the 
chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Boddy) read the notice convening the mecting, and 
the seal of the company was affixed to the register of shareholders. 

On the suggestion of the chairman the following report and statement of 
accounts, having been previously circulated among the shareholders, were 
taken as read. 


Gentlemen,—You will receive herewith the accompanying statement of accounts 
for the past half year. 

The works, plant, and machinery are in efficient working order and condition,— 
additional retorts have been erected,—leading mains of larger capacity have been 
laid down,—and every provision has been made to mect the requirements of the 
public service. 

An Act of Parliament has been passed in the last session for establishing a 
standard of uniformity in the measurement of gas throughout the kingdom—an 
arrangement which it is hoped will be as acceptable to the consumers as it is satis- 
factory to the gas companies. 

A bill of more considerable importance to gas companies was also introduced into 
the House of Commons during the last session, having for its title, “‘ The Regulation 
of the Supply of Gas to the Metropolis,” and although this bill was thrown out by 
the standing orders committee through an informality, it is yet probable that it may 
be introduced again in the following session ; and, as it contains provisions detri- 
mental to the interests of all the metropolitan gas companies, your directors, while 
willing, in common with them, to sanction some legislative enactment which would 
afford gatisfaction to the consumers, have deemed it 'y, in junction with 
those other companies, to take the necessary steps to protect their interests and the 








|| services. 
always highly appreciated your good opinion, so, as long as I retain it, I | property of the shareholders. 
shall be always pleased to serve you. | The gas rental for the past half year amounts to £20,180. 17s. 6d., and the receipts 
Mr. RuopEs inquired what effect the recent Act of Parliament, on the | and rhs ganas a geen I peed ane oe. Ow: — peas = usual 
| ens tia any ? F ie averag sults. olit % 0 + 1d8. +, an our directors 
| subject of gas vag Md ould have begga the veg ? ee s the a propose to apply the sum of £5032. 1s. 8d. in payment of the dividend for the half 
|| man w ould state whether any great expense or inconvenience wou © | year to the 30th of June, being after the rate of 8 per cent. upon the subscribed 
|| occasioned in making alterations. * : capital, which, if agreed to, will leave a surplus of £352. 15s. 10d. to be carried to 
|| The CurarrmAn said there was ample time allowed for any alterations | the account of unappropriated profits. 
| 
| Dr. PROFIT anp LOSS ACCOUNT, ror rue Srx Montus From January 1 To June 30, 1859. Cr 
|| To direction and audit . . . . +. « «© «© © © © © © « « £415 15 0 | By amount due and to be paid by Mr. Crollforrental . . . . . $4,775 
| Insurance , a aa a a a ae ee a ee 6 18 Interest upon sums expended upon works extensions . . . . 2,760 19 10 
| Repair of meters . cee ee & 4 CES OSD 77 8 0 Transfer fees. 2. 2 2 ew te ew te ete eh ewe 12 
Ws « 2 + 6 @ 8 -e * © #8 oe 8 @ 85 18 11 
Rents and taxes. . . . a a a a a a ee ee 174 6 8 
Interest on bonds eee e cee eo eevee 974 5 1 
Stationery, . . .6*+ * e @ @ a a a a 47 16 11 
Salaries . . . oe « * 6 Oe Se HR oe Se 183 2 3 
a ee ee ee ee 155 2 5 
Lawexpenses . . 1. 2 © © © «© «© oe 6 © 35 1 7 
MO tw tee eH RO ee 8 eS S 
£7,540 12 4 £7,540 12 4 
Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, To June 30, 1859. Or. 
To capital account—old shares . . «. © « «© «© « «+ « « .« £69,870 0 © | By amount expended on work to Dec. 3llast . . . £143,721 13 7 
Ditto—new ditto. . . . 1. 2 6 « « £56,446 0 0 | Expended this half year— 
Amountunpaid . . . 2. 2. «© «© «© © « 292 0 0 Works extensions, . . 2. se «© we 45 29 
— 56,148 0 0 nn bg es + 6 8 oS ° 28 7 6 
Amount paid in advance of new call. °° ae ae oe 126 0 05 Meter-fixing. . . . 1 0 © © « 42 711 
Creditorsonbonds . . . . . 6 « «© « £34,800 0 0 } Moain-laying. . . + © 0 @© © 0 852 3 3 
Dittoonloan, . . . «© «© © © © © 7,000 0 0 | Service-laying . . . . 6 + es ee 42 9 3 
a a ee 2,817 19 9 | £144,732 4 38 
—— 4461719 9 Deptieiwelt. «6 sw te ec ee 6 0 e oe os SOR SG 
Balance of revenueaccount . . . . «6 « £1,395 18 0 ss + +e et eee ee ee 6 eee 
Ditto of profitfor the halfyear . . . . . 5,384 17 6 Office furniture and fixtures . . . . «© « « 275 16 3 
— £6,78015 6 1,704 10 1 
| eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 148 9 3 Sundrydebters . . . «© e+ © ese ce eo ow 0 06 0 fw = OSI 8 
} Cash balance— 
| Generalaccount . . .. + + + « « &1,66419 6 
. | Dividend ditto. . 2 1 1. 1 ee ee 126 18 5 
1,791 17 11 
| £177,691 4 6 | £177,691 4 6 
The report and accounts having been formally received, be most happy, as Iam sure my colleagues the directors will be also, to 
The CHarRMAN moved their adoption. In doing so he said: Gentlemen, | reply to the utmost of our power to any questions which you as share- 
when I have offered to yeu the few remarks which I desire to do, I shall | holders may put to us, in order to satisfy your minds as to the affairs and 
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prospects of the company. My first remark has reference to the report, 


Mr. ANDERSON: Will you allow me to ask one question? How long has 
and concerning that I would say that I think it contains pretty well the 


the contract with Mr. Croll to continue from the present time? 
substance of all that I can possibly communicate to you. It sets out with 


The CHArRMAN: Two years from next January. 
the information that the works, plant, and machinery of the company are Mr. ANDERSON: I should like to ask another question. I have heard that 
in efficient working order and condition, that additional retorts have been 


it has been mooted in some places that the future has been considered either 
erected, that leading mains of larger capacity have been laid down, and that | by the board, or by some members of it. I would ask, therefore, whether 
every provision has been made to meet the requirements of the public ser- 


the future—when the contract with Mr. Croll is at an end—has been entered | 
vice. I am happy to feel that I can of my own knowledge back up that | into by the board? _ : uF 

statement. Since our last meeting we have laid down very capacious mains, The Cuatrman: No, in no way whatever. It is quite time enough to 
whereby we shall have the means at our command to supply every want of | think about such a matter as that, seeing that we have two years and four 
the consumers throughout our district. This to me,as your chairman, 


months before us before Mr. Croll’s lease expires. rey 
and to my brother directors, is a very gratifying matter. It has been painful Mr. ANDER#ON: I would just say that in my judgment it is not too soon 
to us not to be able entirely to meet all the requirements of our customers, 


to begin to think about it. When a tenant has a lease about to expire, it is | 
and it has been a source of inconvenience to the company in many respects. | always well to consider whether it will be renewed or not. We know that 
Having now, however, these capacious mains we shall be able with comfort 


a farmer in such a case goes to his landlord to try and get a new lease, and | 
and facility to supply all the demands made upon us; and, I think, we may 


if he cannot get it, he will work out the land. I should not like to say 
fairly anticipate that the increased prosperity of the company will be in pro- Mr. Croll would do the same—I do not think he would do it—but at the 
portion to those enlarged facilities. You will see with satisfaction from the | same time I think it would be prudent on the part of the board to look at 
report that our gas rental is gradually increasing, and that it amounts this | the future in this respect. , y 
half year to £20,180. This too is very satisfactory to my mind, especially The CHArrMAN: We have too much confidence in Mr. Croll to believe 
as I fully anticipate that that increase will still go on, and that, conse- | that he would take any advantage of the company: I know I have, for one. 
quently, the prosperity of the company will go on likewise. There | We have worked with him now for nearly eight years; he has been with 
are only two items in the accounts upon which I have felt some little | usin all the difficulties we have had to pass through, and I have not one 
uneasiness. The first is the item of law expenses. These expenses 
















































single complaint to make against him. I am encouraged, therefore, to 
have arisen out of the circumstance of a bill having been introduced into 


believe that he will do by us that which is right in all our future 
Parliament, which we, in conjunction with the other companies in the 
metropolis, felt it necessary to watch in order to preserve the interests of 
our shareholders. It is in that way that these expenses have been incurred. 
The next item on which I felt uneasiness was that of the balance—the 
small amount of balance which we are able to carry to account—although 
it is not much smaller than in some former timesit has been. On the other 
hand, however, I have something to counterbalance these items, for I anti- 
cipate that at our next half-yearly meeting we shall be able, in conjunction 
with our excellent engineer, to inform you that we have come into posses- 
sion of an additional income of something like £950 a year. This anticipa- 
tion consoles me under the circumstance of having so small a balance to 
carry forward. Gentlemen, I know of nothing else that I have to say to 
you. I can only assure you that my co-directors think with me, that our 
position as a company is as good now as it ever was at any period of its 
history. There is everything to encourage the shareholders to look forward 
to receiving as excellent a dividend in the future as they have now done for 
some years. Of course we cannot foretell what may arise, but I cannot, 
with any small foresight that I have, see anything which is at all likely to 
retard our prosperity or to diminish the dividend you have been in the 
habit of receiving. Teer leave to move—* That the report and accounts be 
received and agreed to; and that a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. per 
annum, free of income-tax, for the half year ending 30th of June last, be 
now declared, and that the same be payable on and after Monday, the 
17th instant.” 
Dr. Lippe: I should like to ask a question respecting the report which 
we had some time ago from the surveyor who looked over the works. I 
make the inquiry because I think that possibly we may hereafter be in- 
volved in some expense upon the matter. I am now alluding to the report 
of Mr. Hawksley, who surveyed our works. He tells us, “that the large 
three-lift telescope gasholder is in first construction a very inferior piece of 
workmanship, and rests eighteen inches out of the level. Much difficulty 
has till lately been experienced in working it, but it now performs tolerably 
well. It appears to be in tolerably good repair, but must always be ex- 
pected (owing to defects in its original construction) to require much atten- 
tion and more than the usual amount of maintenance. The brick tank of 
this gasholder is not and never has been water-tight, &c.” Now, that 
report was made in September, 1858, and { should like to know in what 
state the gasholder is now, and whether we are likely in the course of a 
short time to have to put in a new gasholder entirely ? 
The Cuatrman: Mr. Croll is here, and perhaps it would be well you 
should hear the state of the gasholder from him. 

Mr. Crotu: The gasholder is now in about the same state as it was when 
Mr. Hawksley visited the works, and it is as likely now to last the usual 
life of a gasholder as it ever was. 

Dr. LippE.LL: How much longer is that ? 

Mr. Cro: In one case it may be ten years, in another it may be fifty. 

Mr. BLAke: In reference to the last question put to Mr. Croll, the answer 
which he has given is so wide of any practical statement for the informa- 
tion of the mind, that I should like to ask that gentleman, with his engi- 
neering experience, what are the probabilities as to the duration of that 
gasholder? He says it may last fifty years as likely as ten, but he must 
know sufficient of the special circumstances relating to this gasholder as to 
“sa able to give some more proximate information than he has conveyed 

us. 

Mr. Cro.u: It is impossible for me to answer that question unless the 
whole history of the gasholder was gone into. The directors very properly 
called upon a gentleman of the greatest possible engineering experience, 
more especially in connexion with gas-works, to report upon that gasholder, 
- ? do not intend to interfere with the report which he has made to the 

yoard, 

Mr. Harris: There was a very great deal of complaint last winter as to 
the quantity of the gas supplied by this company. That was, I suppose, in 
consequence of the old mains not being of sufficient capacity. Are we to 
suppose that now you have laid down new mains there will be a better 
light next winter? 

The CHarrMAN: I have every confidence that there will. I assure you, 
from my own knowledge of the matter, there will be a very ample supply 
of gas during the next winter. I believe I may say without hesitation— 
and I would be the last person in the world to make a statement which 
would lead any one astray—that we are now in a better position than we 
have ever been in the course of our history as a gas company to supply the 
wants of our consumers. i 

Mr. Cro: Perhaps you will allow me to state that until now the mains 
have been so contracted that in order to give a supply amounting to a foree 
sufficient to raise a column of water 5-10ths oft an inch we were obliged to 
put on 4} inches of initial pressure at the works. But now, in consequence 


of the large mains having been laid, we are able with one half of that 
pressure at the works to give double the pressure at the extreme ends of 
the district. 

The CHarrMAN: I assure you the directors are quite awake to the sub- 
ject, and it has been a matter of great anxiety to them—I can speak for my 
‘o-directors as well as myself—but I think we are now in an excellent 
sition to give a good supply to all our consumers. 











transactions with him, and I do hope that the shareholders will not at this 
meeting enter upon the subject of subsequent arrangements. 





_ Mr. Duvat (a director): I do not know whether that gentleman has the 
slightest idea of obtaining employment in the event of Mr. Croll’s contract 
not being renewed, but, if he has, I would say that I think we have had 
quite enough of his management, and if ever Mr. Croll made a mistake in 
his life it was by employing that man. 

Mr. ANDERSON rose to speak, but ; 

The CHAIRMAN said: I mugt put an end to this, I really cannot allow it. 

Mr. ANDERSON: I am very sorry to have to refer to it, buat—— 

The CuatrMan: I really must not allow it. 

Mr. AnpERson: I rise to order. I think our director has exceeded his 
duty in making the observations he has made. 

Mr. Duvat: I beg to call you to order. I have the engineer's instruc- 
tions to say so, and, therefore, I have not overstepped the bounds. 

Mr. BricKHILu: As one of the oldest shareholders, even before you, Mr. 
Chairman, were connected with the company, I think I have a right to || 
speak when a gentleman's character is at stake. 

The CHAIRMAN again interposed, and said, “I really must put a stop/|| 
to this.” 

Mr. ANDERSON: I do not intend again to refer to that matter at all. I 
will merely say that the remarks cf Mr. Duval are quite uncalled for, and 
quite untrue. Surely, a gentleman may be permitted to defend himself at 
any time, if anything is brought up against him. But now I will ask an- 
other question. I am desirous that no new arrangement should be made 
with Mr. Croll, or with any other person, before the shareholders are con- 
sulted, and therefore I 

The CHairMan (interrupting): I anticipate all that you are going to say, 
and I can answer you at once. I give you my word of honour that, if I 
have a seat at the board when any such proposition comes before us, I for 
one will never consent to it until it has been submitted to the shareholders. 

Mr. ANDERSON: That is quite satisfactory. 

The CuHarrMAn: Do not let us go into this matter; it is quite extraneous 
to the business of the present meeting. You know it is only irritating feel- 
ings of an unpleasant nature—and for what purpose? This matter belongs 
to the future, and not to the present day. 

Mr. Crotu: Mr. Chairman, I had not the slightest intention to make 
the communication to this meeting which 1 am now about to make. You 
are aware that I have stated to the board before, that, although it had been 
mooted to me by more than one of the directors of this company, the 
desirability, according to their idea, that my lease of these works should be 
extended, I stated that, although the directors had come to that resolution, 
I would not accept it, and that I had come to that conclusion because I be- 
lieved, unless it was the unanimous wish of every member of the board, the 
relationship between myself and them could not be carried on with advan- 
tage to the company and profit to myself. Whatever steps, therefore, may 
be taken, or whatever may be said by members of the board or by the share- 
holders, nothing would induce me to continue the lease between the com- 
pany and myself. I had not intended to mention this, but, inasmuch as 
Mr. Anderson has suggested an idea of that kind, I now do it, having made’ 
the communication to the board long before this time. I may say, however 
that at the termination of my lease you will have larger profits to divide, 
for you will have my profits as well as your own. For | unhesitatingly tell 
you that I have profits beyond what you receive as shareholders; aud | 
hope they may be increased. I do not mean to say | have had profits 
all along; I have not had profits. I had a loss at the commencement. 
But now I have profits which are sufficient to reward me for the pre- 
vious loss, and you shall have those profits at the termination of my || 
lease. And I may state this to you, which I have already stated to the || 
board, that if I can be of any assistance to the directors or to the company, || 
I shall give that assistance with the most hearty goodwill. The time now {| 
is short before the expiration of my contract, and | have made this com- | 
munication to you because I think the sooner that two parties who are i| 
joined together make up their minds as regards the future, the better for 
many reasons. You then know what you have to look forward to, and can 
make the necessary arrangements for entering upon the altered state of 
things. I tell you, therefore, that that is the resolution I have come to, and 
nothing which can take place afterwards will induce me to extend my 
lease. I will give you all the assistance I can, but I will not enter into 
that arrangement again, because I believe you are persuaded that 1 have 
large profits, and you do not wish me to have them, but desire to secure 
them all for yourselves. For that reason I give it up entirely. 

Mr. BrickuiLu: As one who would be willing to see Mr, Croll always 
our engineer, and who thanks him for all that he has done for us, I do think 
that we ought to have been informed by the chairman that Mr. Croll had 
made such an overture to the board, and had stated what he intended to do 
as to the future. I had no idea until Mr. Anderson came into the room that 
there was anything going on between Mr. Croll and the directors. I was 
one of those who at the last meeting thought we ought not to go into this 
matter before the proper time; but as Mr. Croll had made the communica- 
tion to the directors, we certainly ought to have been informed of it by 
them. 


Mr. Crotu: Surely I had a perfect right to inform you. Do you com- 
plain of it? The directors do not complain of it, and why should you? 
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The CuarrMAN: As you bring a charge against the directors, they must 
defend therselves; and therefore I must state to you that all this has only 
been a conversation at the board, and that there has been no formal state- 
ment made by Mr. Croll. He has said as much to the directors as he has 
said to you, and therefore until the matter was fully ripe for discussion 
we could not bring it before you in the way of business. I have only to 
state that I think there will be plenty of time at our first meeting in 1860 to 
take the subject up. 

Mr. BricKHILL: Quite true; but in the ordinary way in which companies 
are managed, or rather mismanaged, these things are settled before coming 
here. 

The CHatrmMAN: Will you charge any mismanagement upon the 
directors ? 

Mr. BrickutLy: Not of this company. 

The CuarrmaNn: Then, until you can bring forward a charge of that 
sort, it is too soon to insinuate that there is mismanagement. 

Mr. BricKHILL: I was about to say, I have always felt thankful to Mr. 
Croll for the manner in which he relieved us from our difficulties; and I 
knew him long before those gentlemen did who charge him with being 
about to take advantage of us. I think it comes with a very ill grace, from 
those who are now getting 8 per cent. for the money they have invested in 
this company, to throw out insinuations against the person who has raised 
the company to what it is. 

The CuarrMAn: I beg you to let this matter pass. 

Mr. Brickut.u: I never for one did consider that Mr. Croll would doa 
dishonest action in his dealings with the company, and I am not quite sure 
that, when the time comes for us to decide, I shall not hold up my hands 
for his continuing the contract. All I say now is, that if Mr. Croll’s inten- 
tions were known to the board we ought to have been informed of it. 

The Cuarrman: The matter was not in a position to bring before the 
shareholders. We shall do so when the proper time arrives—perhaps at 
the first meeting in 1860. 

Mr. Buake: But we learn from Mr. Croll to-day, for the first time, of the 
existence of a new state of things, inasmuch as he tells us that overtures 
were made by certain members of the board favourable to the continuation 
of his lease, but which he is not prepared to accept unless you go to him 
unanimously. That is his price; you now know the terms upon which you 
can engage him. I hope no such arrangement will be contemplated with- 
out the knowledge of the shareholders. 

Mr. Crouu: Mr. Blake makes statements which I did not make. I did 
not say anything that he has said. What I stated was, I believe, that 
unless the proposition had been perfectly unanimous, both as regards the 
board and the shareholders, I did not believe it could be carried out with 
satisfaction to either party, but I did not say that that was my price. 

Mr. BuakeE: Certainly not; I did not attribute to Mr. Croll that he made 
use of the words, “That is my price.” It was I who drew that conclusion 
from the statement which he did make. All I wish is to protect the share- 
holders from being committed to any engagement, which it is quite clear 
some of the members of the board are quite ready to enter into without 
giving us an opportunity of being consulted in any such arrangement. 

The Cuairman: I think I told you most distinctly that if 1 had a seat at 
the board when such a proposition was submitted, I would not give my 
consent to it till it had been brought before the shareholders. Let me just 
tell you the facts. We heard nothing of what has fallen from Mr. Croll’s 
lips until about half an hour ago, while in conversation in an adjoining 
room, before coming in to this meeting. Not a single word has been 
said at any of our board meetings upon the subject until this very day, and 
that within half an hour before coming here. I ask you, then, would you 
consider that that was a business matter to bring before you on this occa- 
sion—the result of a mere conversation? I think Mr. Anderson, Mr. Blake, 
and other gentlemen, must see that it is not. 
Mr. ANDERSON: Just one word. The conversation which has occurred 
yp oy thisto my mind. I do not say, do it now, but let it be done soon. 
f there is no possibility of entering into a fresh arrangement with Mr. 
Croll, I think you should have a person to go over and examine the works 
about twelve or eighteen months before his present contract closes. I do 
not say this to cast any reflection upon Mr. Croll, but, seeing that we have 
something like £170,000 invested in those works, you ought to see that 
they have been kept in a ny aed condition. I would only say further, that 
I am not a candidate for the appointment. 
The Cuatrman: I am very much obliged for the suggestion, but I may 
tell you that I and several other gentlemen on the board have quite as long 
a mind as you upon the subject; and, when the issue is known, I believe 
you will not have to charge your directors with dereliction of duty in one 
iota in this matter. We are quite alive to our duty, and you can hardly 
suppose that we should allow the property to come back again to our hands 
in any state that a tenant might please to leave it in. 
Dr. LippELu: I am not going to prolong the discussion, but I would like 
an answer to one question. The item of “Charges” in June, 1858, was 
£43. 6s. 5d.; in December, 1858, it was £100. 19s. 8d.; and for the last half 
year, £155. 2s. 9d. How has this increase arisen ? 
The CuarRMAN: I am afraid you have put a question which I cannot 
answer. Mr. Bagshaw and Mr. Powell, the auditors, are both here, and per- 
haps will be able to tell you. 
r. BaGsHAw: It would be impossible to give the items without reference 
to the books. It may be the fag ends of some old accounts which have 
been standing over for some time have been written off. 
Dr. LippELL: Perhaps there are some dinners? 
The CHAIRMAN: Allow me to say that the directors have not had a 
single article of refreshment at the company’s expense for the last two 
years, except a cup of tea on board nights, and we buy that as cheap as we 
can. Our friend White here supplies us with the tea at prime cost, and we 
eke it out as far as it will go. 
The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 


Mr. D. Ctark: Your report says, that a bill is likely to be introduced 
into the next session of Parliament which wiil possibly affect us. Can you 
give us any idea what its provisions will be? 

The CHAIRMAN: It is a bill to regulate the price and quality of gas sup- 
plied in the metropolis, and many other matters, which those who are 
agitating for cheap gas require, but which, we believe, will never be con- 
sented to by the Legislature. Still we are obliged to watch the whole of the 
proceedings. I have no doubt that whatever bill is adopted by Parliament 
will be an equitable one, and satisfactory as well to the companies as to the 
consumers. I do not anticipate any injustice being done by any bill that 
may pass. 
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The CHarrMaN said he remembered that there was,and he must plead 
guilty, as far as he was concerned, that it was not ready. 

Mr. Back (a director) said the subject was taken up at a board meeting, 
and the directors felt that, having the Act of Parliament to guide them, 
they did not require a code of by-laws. They were quite prepared to do 
all that the statute required, or the interests of the shareholders might 
render necessary; but they could discover no subject upon which by-laws 
could be made with advantage. 

Dr. LippE.t said he had far too good an opinion of the directors to be- 
lieve they would do anything contrary to the Act of Parliament, but there 
were many things not alluded to in the Act which required that there 
should be some explicit rule laid down to regulate. For instance: money 
had been voted at meetings of the company, without any previous notice of 
motion to do so having been given. There —— should be a by-law to 
prevent that being done. ‘They should also pass a law that no testimonial 
be presented to any person without previous notice being given of the 
intention to propose it.. A third matter was, that all notices of motion 
should be inserted in the circular convening the shareholders together. All 
these things were in accordance with the Act of Parliament, although no 
provision was made by the Act for their regulation. 

Mr. Buack said that, whenever there was any special business to bring 
forward, notice was always given of it to the shareholders. As to the 
remarks about a testimonial, to what did they refer? 

Dr. LippELL thought it was a pity to go back into particulars, but if 
necessary he could explain. 

Mr. Buack maintained that no such by-laws were required, and that the 
Act of Parliament was sufficient for their guidance. 

Mr. BrickHI.t said he thought a by-law was required to make the direc- 
tors keep their promises. 

Mr. Duvat said a code of by-laws had been prepared for the consideration 
of the board, but as under present arrangements the company had only 
one officer, with two or three servants in his employ, it was thought that, 
to make by-laws to settle their salaries and regulate their duties, was rather 
too much like a farce. It wasa different thing 1n a railway or other concern, 
where there was a large staff of employes. 

The CHAIRMAN confessed that he was in favour of a code of by-laws 
being framed, but as there was a difference of opinion in the board upon 
the subject, he waived the matter. The board would take the question up 
again, and if his brother directors could be brought to see with him, the 
code could be prepared by the time the shareholders met again. 

Mr. Cro. said he couid easily conceive the importance of by-laws in 
particular companies, especially those where the responsibilities were great, 
as banking, railway, and insurance companies. But to talk about by-laws 
being framed for the purpose of regulating the proceedings of a body of di- 
rectors in connexion with a gas company, seemed to him to be perfectly un- 
necessary. By-laws might be necessary in the case of a body of directors 
where they were not united, and where difficulties might come in the way, 
in order to decide what course should be adopted in the event of one set of 
directors being present one day and one another. 

After a considerable amount of conversation upon the subject, 

Mr. Kerry said there would, at all events, be no harm in having a code 
of by-laws drawn up. He would therefore move it as an instruction to 
the directors to prepare and submit such code to the next meeting of share- 
holders. 

Dr. LippE.t seconded the motion. 

Mr. Powe tt said he could conceive that when Mr. Croll’s contract was 
at an end, if it was not renewed, a very different kind of machinery to that 
at present in use must be introduced, and then such laws would be neces- 
sary. If they adopted a code of laws at once, they would have to be entirely 
remodelled when a different state of things arose. Why not wait, therefore, 
till the present contract was out? 

Mr. Duvat said that, was quite the opinion of the directors. 

Mr. PowELu moved, as an amendment—* That the consideration of the 
matter be deferred for the present.” 

The amendment having been seconded was put to a show of hands and 
declared to be carried. 

Mr. Kerry said although there had been a great deal of badinage at the 
meeting, there had fortunately been no bones broken. He was quite sure 
that his brother shareholders would join him in offering to the chairman 
and directors their heartfelt thanks for the efficient manner in which they 
had attended to their duties during the past half year. He moved a 
resolution to that effect. 

Mr. Harris seconded the resolution, which was unanimously adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN, in acknowledging the vote, said: Gentlemen, we can 
only say we shall go on in the same course of conduct which has elicited 
your approval, and hope we shall always receive the reward of your good 
opinion. 





COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 
The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the 
London Tavern on Friday last, the 7th inst.—C. Satissury But.er, Esq., 
M.P., the chairman, presided. 
The notice convening the present, and the minutes of the last half-yearly 
meeting having been read, 


The following report and statement of accounts were presented :— 


The directors have the gratification to report that the company’s affairs are in a 
satisfactory state. The balance-sheet and accounts, having been signed by the 
chairman, have been examined and certified by the auditors. 

The Cirectors have much pleasure in redeeming the promise made by the 
chairman to the shareholders at the last meeting—namely, that of equalizing the 
share and capital accounts. The sum of £1226. 1s. 8d. has been provided for that 
purpose. 

The directors have set apart the sum of £292 for interest upon debentures ; also 
£1131. 15s. 5d. to be invested for the contingent-fund ; amounting together to 
£1423. 15s. 5d., leaving a sum of £7635. 2s. 5d. applicable for the dividend ; and 
they accordingly recommend that a dividend be declared at and after the rate of 
6 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax, for the half year ending the 30th of June 
ast. 

The directors desire to impress upon the shareholders that by the provisions of a 

bill passed by the Legislature in the last sessions of Parliament, for placing the sale 
of gas upon an uniform measure, the company will incur a considerable expense in 
adapting the meters now fixed and in stock to the requirements of the Act, but they 
believe that the bill, when in full operation, will prove satisfactory to the interests 
of the consumer as well as the company. 
The directors, having had under consideration the extended operations of the 
company, deemed it necessary to increase the working capital, and decided upon 
giving to the shareholders holding shares not fully paid up the option of paying the 
whole or any portion of the amount remaining to be paid on such shares. 





Dr. LippEtt reminded the directors that at the last half-yearly meeting 
there was a promise given by the board, that before they met the share- 
holders again they would prepare a code of by-laws for the regulation of | 
the affairs of the company. 








Se 


The directors have submitted to public auction the property at Bow, purchased of 
the British Gas Company, and they regret to say that a small portion only was sold, 
which realized £510; the remainder is now for sale by private contract. 

The extension of large mains mentioned in the last report has been carried out 
with satisfactory results. 
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| The CuHarrman: Gentlemen, In moving that the report and accounts be 
| received, approved, and entered on the minutes, I am quite sure you will 
| be glad to hear that it will be unnecessary for me to occupy your time at 
| any length. The report is in very plain terms. It is not a very lengthy 
| document, and it is one of those unvarnished statements which speak for 
| themselves, and is such as we have been in the habit, in accordance with 
! our strict line of duty, to place before our proprietors. ‘The first paragraph 
|| of the report states, on the responsibility of the directors, that the company’s 
| affairs are in a very satisfactory position. ‘The fact is, gentlemen, we have 
succeeded by dint of economy in working, by curefully looking at every 
farthing of expenditure, and by devoting ourselves, aided by our very 
efficient staff of officers, in supplying a large portion of this great metro- 
| polis with gas of a good and pure description, and plenteous in quantity, at 
|| the very low price of 4s. per 1000 cubic feet; and while doing that we have 
| been enabled, by great care in the management of the concern, to pay you 
|a dividend of 6 per cent. upon your capital. Well now, gentlemen, when 
we consider that our carbonizing has improved, that our rental has been 
maintained, I think you will agree with me that the directors were fully 
| justified in their statement that the affairs of the company are in a very 
| satisfactory state. Indeed, I would go further than that, and I would say 
that those who manage the affairs of the company (if you will be good 
enough to put me out of the question for a moment) are entitled not only 
to your thanks as the proprieters of the company, but to the confidence and 
support of the inhabitants of the district over which their mains extend. 
It must be remembered that our district is a very poor one for gas supply. 
All who know anything of gas operations must be aware that there is no 
part of this great metropolis which is so bad for gas-paying purposes as the 
district which we supply, and therefore it is the more extraordinary that 
we have been enabled to supply that article at so low a price as we have 
done. But now let me tell you how it ‘is that we have been enabled 
to deal out an article of such importance to the community at so reason- 
able a charge. The fact is, we have been supported by a body of pro- 
prietors who were content to go without dividends for many years. It will 
be in your recollection—indeed, Iam addressing gentlemen who are per- 
sonally aware of the cireumstance—that in the early stages of our history 
as a company we did not for many years pay a farthing dividend upon the 
capital invested. And then we have never paid bonuses. We have always 
been, if my brother directors will excuse me for calling them so, a grubbing 
directory. We have looked at every penny of expenditure; we have been 
afraid to subscribe to any of the charities of the district, which a company 
holding high its head as the Commercial Company ought to do, considering 
the large number of miles of mains comprehended within the area which we 
supply, and considering also the amount of interest we have in the locality and 
the expenditure which is constantly incurred by us there—I say, considering 
these things, it might reasonably be supposed that we should, to a certain 
extent, be ready to help the charities of the district. But we have beer 
disinclined to do it, for we have said to ourselves, “ Our first duty is to the 
proprietors and to the consumers.” I add the word “ consumers,” because 
we have never separated the interests of the proprietors of the Commercial 
Gas Company from their consumers. They have always gone hand in hand 
together, and whenever we, as a body of proprietors, lave been prosperous, 
we have thought of the consumers. Well, gentlemen, and what has been 
the result? Why, the result has been, that when the day of trial came, 
those consumers were disposed to support—energetically support—the 
:|Commercial Gas Company. Let me give you an instance of it:—A few 
|| short weeks ago a placard might be seen stuck up all over our district, in- 
|| viting all who were inclined to come forward and make complaints against 
|| the Commercial Gas Company. But you may “call spirits from the vasty 
|| deep”—you may ask for complaints—but it is another thing whether they 
| jcome. They did not come in this instance; there were no complaints. And 
||why? Because there was nothing which any consumer could justly allege 
|jagainst us. I say this is a very satisfactory feature in our present position. 
|| If we have gone without our dividends in the early portion of the history 
|| of this company, we can now look to our consumers and ask them to support 
|| us, because in former days we supported them. Now, gentlemen, I want to 

| know, under these circumstances, who is it that grudges us our 6 per cent. ? 
Does anybody? I have not heard of a single instance in the district of the 
Tower Hamlets, and I am about it as much as any man—I say I have not 
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heard a single instance of a person having said that 6 per cent. is more than 
We, asa company carrying on a risky business, are entitled to receive. We 
have had the sympathy and support of the parochial authorities and of the 
private consumers, and I would ask, when gas agitators come into a district 
fishing for complaints, when placards are posted on the walls inviting per- 
sons to come forward and make these complaints, whether it is not a grati- 
fying circumstance to find that, instead of a host of complaints pouring in, 
we are met on every hand with the most cordial sympathy and support? 
Well, gentlemen, I have thus spoken of our own company; I say nothing of 
other companies, but, upon my conscience, I must confess that I think the 
gas companies of the metropolis generally have been very much vilified and 
abused. There are directors of other gas companies present to-day, and 
they know very well the complaints which have been made and to which I 
refer; but, I believe, from statistical accounts which I had before me this 
morning, that if you take the whole of the metropolitan companies, you will 
find that they have not paid more than 5 or 5} per cent. upon their capital 
from the commencement of their undertakings. This is a very strong fea- 
ture, and when we hear people say that gas companies are defrauding their 
consumers, by realizing such large profits which are wrung out of the hard 
earnings of the working classes; and when they say that we are dividing, 
as bonuses, the money which should be appropriated in the reduction of the 
price of gas, you will see that it only requires a little investigation in order 
that the whole truth of the matter may appear. What occurred only re- 
cently? <A gentleman stated ——but perhaps it will be unnecessary for me | 
to go into the particulars of anything which took place before the committee 
of the House of Commons, and I will only say, respecting that inquiry, that 
I believe enough of right English feeling yet prevails, to prevent a confisca- 
tion of gas property, or any other property, in the land. Gentlemen, you 
are aware that my honourable friend, Sir John Shelley, tried his hand 
last year at gas legislation. A bill was introduced into the house by him, 
but it was rejected on the standing orders; but, I believe, it will be re- 
introduced next session. My friend, the deputy-chairman, thinks we had 
better not at this time discuss the merits or demerits of that measure. 

Mr. Witson: It is a defunct bill. 

The CuairnmaAn: Well, perhaps it is not worth while mentioning it— 
“ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” But there is one other cir- 
cumstance I will mention, and I am reminded of it by seeing the chairman 
of the City Gas Company in the room. I beg to offer to that gentleman my 
most hearty congratulations, and I am sure it will be felt most warmly by 
every proprietor present, on the success of his endeavours during the last 
session. In the whole course of my experience—and in gas matters my 
experience is not a very short one—I say in the whole course of my experi- 
ence, I never knew a matter conducted with greater ability, with greater 
zeal, or with more gentlemanly feeling than was the prosecution of the City 
Gas Company’s Bill in the hands of my esteemed friend, Mr. Gray. It is, | 
gentlemen, my privilege to call Mr. Gray my friend, and I do esteem it a | 


great privilege. When I tell you that he is always ready to give me, as | | 


your chairman, a word of advice, and when you consider that the experience 
of Mr. Gray is second to none in the kingdom on gas matters, you have a 
right to be grateful to him, and to take an opportunity to thank him for all 
that he has done, as well for the Commercial Company as for the City Gas | 
Company. Gentlemen, you will perhaps think that I have rambled a little 
from the subject more immediately before the meeting, and I will therefore 
now return to speak of our own atlairs. In the first place, I may just men-| 
tion to you that, with reference to our coal account, our payments from the | 
Ist of January to the 30th of June, 1859, for coals consumed, were 
£21,509. 3s. 8d., producing a rental of £42,630. 11s. 10d. For the corre- 
sponding period of 1858, our payments for coals consumed were £23,746. | | 
8s. 4d., producing a rental of only £39,038. 19s.; so that you see this last | 
half year, with a smaller outlay for coal by £2237. 4s. 8d., we have produced | 
a larger rental by £3591. 12s.10d. This, no doubt, you will consider a very 

gratifying result. Ofcourse it has not been brought about without con | 
siderable thought and trouble. Such matters of improvement in working | | 
are not, under any circumstances, effected without such care and thought. 

I do not know that I have any right to claim the credit for my board 

of directors,—at all events only that species of credit which a board of| 
directors are entitled to when they bring their energies and zeal to} 


the faithful discharge of the duties of the office in which they are en-| 
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gaged. Iam happy in being able to say that to our excellent engineer, 
Mr. Jones, belongs the greater part of the credit of the improvements 
to which I now refer. He has worked most assiduously and well, he has 
devoted himself uncéasingly to your affairs, and I say with all confidence 
that I never knew a man who felt and exhibited a more lively interest in 
the affairs of those to whom he owes allegiance. It would therefore be un- 
manly in me if I claimed for my board of directors the credit of a matter 
which, in truth, is due to our head officer. With reference to the sale of 
coke, I wish I could give you as satisfactory a report as I have done in 
regard to the coals consumed. Our products generally, and our coke par- 
ticularly, have realized less on an average by 1s. 5d. per ton for the half 
year, which of course is a serious item. Our total receipts for products for 
the corresponding half year of 1858 were £10,061. 16s. 11d., while this year 
they have only realized £8941. 9s. 6d., showing a comparative loss of 
£1120. 7s. 5d. Now, that is a serious matter, and you naturally ask 
whether your directors have entered upon any course of inquiry with 
reference to it. I may say in reply that they have; that committees have 
been appointed; that it has been a subject of frequent discussion at our 
board table, but that we cannot get over the fact of locality. We cannot 
deny that within a few hundred yards there is a large company making a 
great quantity of coke, which they are competing with us forthe sale of. 
We cannot fail to remember that there is also the Ratcliff Company within 
a few hundred yards to the right again, and the Independent not far from 
us on the left. Then again we have the Chartered on another point, so that 
in fact we are surrounded with companies, and we cannot help ourselves, 
the supply from the whole being much more than equal to the demand. I 
| believe I may just say that there is, on the present occasion, something due 
| to the circumstance that prices have ruled lower generally with reference to 
coke, and therefore it has not been wholly a question of locality. There is one 
| subject more, and that concerns the “ labour ” account, which you will find is 
| slightly in excess of what it was in the corresponding half of 1858. Still it is 
| nct somuch in excess as torendercomment necessary. I would, however, say in 
| justice to our men that we have every confidence in them. They area very 
| worthy, good class of stokers, and we have no doubt in the world that they feel 
; as much confidence in the directors and the manager of the carbonizing de- 
partment as we do in them, and we get on very well together. We are 
| always anxious to promote the interests of our wudnt, because we feel that 
| their interests are very largely bound up in our own, even looking at it from 
| the point of view of benefit. But, regarding it in a moral point of view, we 











feel.as masters, that we ought to consider the interests of those by whose excr- 
| tions we are enabled to carry on our concern and pay ourselves a dividend 
|upon our capital. That is a course of action we have always pursued, and 
| the result is, that it has generated in the men a kindly feeling. We have 

men in our retort-house of upright and sterling principles, and men upon 
|; whom we can depend. When this is the case we stand in no fear of strikes. 
|| We have heard a great deal about strikes lately, but I would say that I have 
seen enough of the industrious classes to know that if you use them well 
|; you need not have much fear that they will retaliate upon you with in- 
|| Justice and discontent. I am afraid that the truth of the matter is, we do 
|| not pay quite so much attention to their moral and social condition as we 
jought todo. Ihave no doubt that this question—this labour question— 
| which is a very important one, will be brought before Parliament next 
|| session; and, without expressing any opinion upon it now, I must say that 
|| I wish some of my colleagues in the metropolitan representation, instead of 
|| expressing strong views and sentiments on the one side or the other, had 
busied themselves in forming a committee of conciliation between the 
masters and the men. That course, had it been taken, might have been of 
some service; and I hope it is not now too late for some fortunate spirit to 
step in and settle those differences which are really matters of great grief 
|to every right-minded man. And now, gentlemen, with reference to the 
||extensions. I may mention that we have thought it desirable to enclose 
|| the end of our premises near the canal bridge with a lofty brick wall. That 
|| has been a very useful piece of work, for men were in the habit of congre- 
|| gating upon the bridge and getting into conversation with those in the works, 

which was not desirable. We therefore raised the wall, and have already 
| found the benefit of it. The cost has not been great—about £100—but it 
|| deserves mention, because of the utility of the operation. We have also 
|| erected a new shed for our fire goods, which likewise was much needed, and 
|| which cost us £238. 4s. 7d. We have fitted up a new scrubber, at an ex- 
| | pense of £90. 7s. 4d. I give you all these matters of detail; I do not know 
| | whether it interests you, but as we have no secrets, and desire that you 
|| should know all we know, we are obliged to take the only opportunity we 
|| have, which is when we meet together every six months, to put you in pos- 
|session of the information. I hope, therefore, you will not think I unduly 
| | occupy your time. In addition to these small items, we have laid mains of 
|greater capacity at Poplar and various other parts of our district to the 
'extent of between three and four miles, taking up in each place those which 
|| were not sufficient for giving the necessary supply. And, now that I am 
|| speaking of extensions, I would say one word in reference to a subject in 
|| Which I know Mr. Rhodes takes a great interest—I mean the unaccounted- 
|for gas. You know that when companies have to lay down new mains 
|| they are subject to a considerable amount of leakage beyond what they 
||sustain in ordinary circumstances. I am happy, however, to say that, not- 
| Withstanding we have laid down so many new mains this half year, our 
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|! unaccounted-for gas is only 19°33 per cent., which I think you will say is | 


'not very bad. 
| Mr. Ruopes: It is not; indeed, it is very satisfactory. 
|| The Cuatrman: I am glad to hear you say so. And now, gentlemen, I 
|| do not know that I have anything more to say to you other than that we 
|| are going on satisfactorily; that your officers continue to manifest a great 
|| deal of zeal, and, indeed, that the only officer who is inefficient in the dis- 
|charge of his duty—the only officer I am at all justified in bringing before 
|you as an exception—is your chairman. I believe, if you will look with a 
|| kindly eye to his shortcomings, you will then have had the merits and 
|| demerits of all yonr servants placed before you. Without further preface, 
I beg to move “That the report and accounts now presented be received, 
adopted, and entered upon the minutes.” 
|| Mr. Ruopes: I second the motion, and would take the opportunity of re- 
||ferring to the fear, expressed in the report, with reference to the inconve- 
| nience you will be put to in the alteration of meters, in accordance with 


| 
| 
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| 





|| the new Act of Parliament. I think you have time enough before you to | 


|;make any necessary alterations. 

|| The Cuarrman: Yes, we have. 

|| Mr. Ruopes: Perhaps I may be allowed to ask the engineer, Mr. Jones» 

|}2 question with respect to the old mains of the British Company—whether 

||they have been well looked to? In some companies I have found mains 

|| which have been down thirty years, when they come to be removed they 
are completely decayed, and like so much brown paper. 


| 


} he wniied 
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Mr. Jones: Iam happy to say that we have taken up and laid down ' course on the present as on many former occasions, and which has tended 


about seven miles of British Company's mains, and that we are principally 
delivering gas through the Commercial mains, which are of larger size and | | 
in more sound condition. In many cases they had mains lying side by side | | 
with ours, and we have always, whenever we have thought they would pay 
the expense of taking up, removed them; and, in other cases, we have le 
them dead in the ground and sent our gas through the Commercial mains. | 

Mr. Ruopes: I thought that must be the case because the leakage is re: | 
duced so much. 

Mr. Jones: The leakage has gradually been reduced from 35 per cent. to | 
r cent. 
The Cuarrman: There is one matter which I have omitted to refer to, | 
and which I ought to have explained. It is that part of the report which | 
states—“ The directors, having had under consideration the extended opera-. 
tions of the company, deemed it necessary to increase the working capital, 
and decided upon giving to the shareholders holding shares not fully paid 
up the option of paying the whole or any portion of the amount remaining 
to be paid on such shares.” You are aware, I have no doubt, that the 
working capital of the company has not been increased for many years, and 
that it has been, in truth, too small for our extended operations. The 
question, therefore, was whether the necessary amount should be raised by 
making calls upon the shareholders, or by permitting those who chose to 
pay up upon their shares. This is just one of those questions upon which 
sometimes opinions differ, and the matter was discussed much at our board, 
some feeling that it was desirable to make calls, and others not. Ultimately, 
however, we arrived at the conclusion that we would give the proprietors 
the option of paying up. We were influenced in our decision to do so 
because the proprietors had themselves expressed an opinion in this room 
very strongly in favour of that course. We all know that, for testamentary | 
purposes, shares which are not paid up are not pleasant things, and fathers | 
do not like to leave their children with property in that condition. Those 
who do not care to pay up their shares are not required to do it, and there- | 
fore I hope we have succeeded in pleasing both parties by the course we | 
have adopted. If we have erred, we have not done so intentionally, and I 
“~~ you will be of opinion that we took the right step in the matter. 

fr. SAuNDERS: Have there not been some new chemical works erected 
on the premises lately? 

The Cuarrman: No. 

Mr. Box: The gas manufactured and unaccounted for in the rental is, 
according to my calculation, 254 per cent., and the difference between this 
quantity and that stated by the chairman, will be, I presume, for the gas 
consumed upon the works. The quantity of unaccounted-for gas this half 
year is, I believe, 28,722,000 feet less this half year than the former one. 

Mr. Jones: You are quite right. 

Mr. Box: We have saved that quantity of gas therefore. The chairman 
has stated that upon the coals consumed there is a balance in favour of this 
half year of £3591, but I do not make that to be the exact amount. It 
r? nearly 18 per cent. upon the coals used, which gives a gross amount of 
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The Cuarrman: Are you comparing it with the corresponding half year? 

Mr. Box: Yes; I am taking the difference between the rental we have 
received as a gas company in both periods. You have not taken into ac- 
count the great improvement in the manufacture upon the quantity of coals 
used. As to the share capital, you state in the report that you have 
equalized that. Are there any unpaid calls? 

The Secretary: Only about £13. 10s. 

Mr. Box: On the last occasion I referred to the residual products, and 
asked that each item should have placed against it in the accounts the exact 
sum received for it. Ifit is necessary, I shall move a resolution upon the 
subject. 

The CuarrmAn: I think it is hardly worth while to put a resolution on 
the minutes respecting it. I see no objection to giving the items, but my 
friend can always get the particulars at the works. Perhaps he will give 
notice of a motion for the next meeting. 

Mr. Box: I decline to do so, and shall submit the resolution now. 

The Cuatrman: My friend must see the inconvenience of such a course. 
If a simple resolution like this can be propounded in a meeting of share- 
holders at a minute's notice, so also might something of a much more serious 
nature. For instance, he might propose, without any previous intimation, 
that the remuneration of the directors be increased. 

Mr. Box: I am not likely to do that. 

Mr. W. J. Lewis: Before a resolution of that nature is put, allow me to 
ask whether your Act of Parliament does not require due notice to be 
given? And let me further ask whether, in the opinion of the chairman 
and directors, it would be a prudent thing to publish the receipts for pio- 
ducts in the way asked for? 

The Cuatrman: The rule in reference to giving notice is essential, in 
order to give a board of directors time to consider the discretion of adopting 
the motion to be proposed. And then, if you ask my opinion as to the 
policy of publishing the particulars asked for, I would say that upon the 
first blush of the matter 1 do not see any objection to it, but I should like 
a little time to think it over. You know how sometimes things are per- 
verted, and it is not always well to give the world a handle against you. 

After some further conversation, the motion for the adoption of the report 
was put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Box then moved—* That in future the sums arising from the sales of 
the residual products, of coke, tar, breeze, and liquor, be separately specified 
in the accounts, and not in one sum as at present.” 

A Proprietor having seconded the motion, 

Mr. RHopEs moved, as an amendment—* That the matter be left in the 
hands of the board of directors for their consideration during the next six 
months, and to do therein as they may think proper.” 

The CuarrMAN: The 67th section of the Act of Parliament provides— 
“That no matters, except such as are appointed by the special Act to be 
done at the ordinary meetings, shall be presented at such meetings, except 
the same shall have been specified in the notice convening the meeting.” 
I decline, therefore, to put this motion. 

Mr. Box: I declare, then, that you have not discharged your duty as 
chairman of the meeting. 

The CuairmAN: I am quite prepared to take the responsibility of that 
with the proprietors. 

Mr. Box entered into a long rambling statement respecting the sale by 
auction of the property referred to in the report. His statements were 
emphatically denied by the chairman, and by Mr. Graham, the auctioneer 
who had the disposal of the property; and Mr. Box, after wasting a great 
deal of time in reiterating his account of what took place on the occasion, 
admitted that, having attended another sale on the same day, he might be 
mistaken in the matter. 

Mr. R. A. Gray reproved Mr. Box for adopting the same objectionable 
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needlessly to prolong the proceedings of the meetings. He then observed: 
I dic not intend toobtrude myself upon the attention of the meeting to-day, 
for there is everything in the report and accounts which have been laid 
before us which must meet with our entire concurrence, and prove to us, if 
it were needed, how devoted is the attention of our directors to the affairs 
of the company. But my worthy friend, the chairman, has availed himself 
of the opportunity afforded him to speak in terms of high approbation of 
my conduct in our recent parliamentary struggle. It is, I assure you, most 
gratifying to my feelings to have such an expression of approval from a 
gentleman so well capable of appreciating the labours through which I have 
d. I have much pleasure in saying that I have the greatest respect 

‘or our excellent friend in the chair, and I take this opportunity of stating 

to the meeting that, in the contest in which I was engaged, I received the 
warmest expressions of sympathy on the part of my friend, and I have no 
doubt that, as far as his interest extended, I had the full benefit of his in- 
fluence. It must be perfectly clear to every one who saw the manner in 
which our company was persecuted, that it required the most resolute and 
determined conduct on our part, and that it involved almost herculean labour 
to carry the matter to the successful issue to which it was brought. I have 
no hesitation in saying that all the gas companies, not only in etn, but 
throughout the kingdom, are under great obligations to the City Gas Com- 
pany for the firmness with which they persevered in the prosecution of 
their bill before Parliament. It is pateetly clear, and cannot be denied by 
any person connected with or in any way acquainted with the operations 
of gas companies, that, if our opponents had succeeded on the plea of 
damage to the public health, and of the general insalubrity of such manu- 
factures in getting us expelled from the City; if they could have proved 

































































that on sanitary grounds gas-works were injurious in populous neighbour- 
hoods; if they could have established that fact, and upon the proof or de- 
|nial of that fact we went to Parliament, then every gas company in the 
, kingdom would have been subject to annoyance from all their neighbours, 
and there would have been no peace or — for those who had embarked 
their capital in property of this description. It is now, however, recorded 
in Parliament, to the satisfaction of everybody, and upon the testimony of 
| some of the most eminent medical men in the community, that such is not 
| the case, and no person can for one moment gainsay that testimony. . And 
I take this opportunity of saying that, in our efforts to preserve our rights, 
| We were ably supported by our solicitor’s counsel and medical friends. I 
| also avail myself of the opportunity unexpectedly afforded me of expressing 
|My deep gratitude to the inhabitants in the locality of our works. For 
while every attempt was made to lower us in the estimation of the public, 
; and to throw odium upon our proceedings, every person in the neighbour- 
| hood came forward and bore most willing testimony to the excellent man- 
|ner in which our works are conducted. Even Dr. Letheby himself told me 
in the House of Lords that if he could be assured that the same regard 
would always be paid as at present to the sanitary state of the locality, he 
should have no objection to our remaining where we were. The conse- 
quence was that, although the Commissioners of Sewers associated them- 
selves in their opposition with the gentlemen in the Temple, and thus pre- 
sented so formidable an appearance against us as it might be thought would 
overwhelm everybody, we were successful. Happily for us we could find 
gentlemen in the Temple, who had resided there upwards of thirty years, 
who had never experienced any ill effects from our gas-works. 
The CiarrmAn: They said they should not have known there were gas- 
works there if they had not had occasion to pass them. 
Mr. Gray: Just so; and it all shows that our works were conducted in 
such a manner as to be satisfactory to everybody except those whom no- 
thing will ever satisfy. I will say no more except thank my worthy friend 
for the manner in which he has referred to me. 
The CuarrMan presented the following 
Scheme for Dividend. 
6s s aw Foe 4% 








o 6 0 « . » £0056 17 10 
Dividend . . 1 6 6 ¢ «© 0 oe 1 hlGh 3 5 
Interest on British debentures. . . . 292 0 0 
Contingent-fund . . . . . 6 « N3L 15 5 
9058 17 10 
The following resolution was adopted thereupon: —“ That in pursuance 


of the scheme now presented, a dividend be now declared at the rate of 6 
= cent. per annum, free of income-tax, for the half year ending the 30th 

une last, and that the same be made payable at the company’s office, 
Stepney, on Monday, the 10th, Tuesday, the 11th, and Thursday, the 13th 
days of October, and on every subsequent Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
until the 31st of October next, betweea the hours of ten and four, and after-. 
wards on Mondays only in every week, between the same hours.” 

The Cuairman having announced that this concluded the business of the 
day, it was moved by 

Mr. Lewis, seconded by Mr. Ruopes, and cordially agreed to, that the 
best thanks of the meeting be presented to the chairman and board of 
directors for their continued attention to the affairs of the company. 

The CuarrmAn said: I have no new professions to make to you. I can 
only offer you the assurance that your directors will continue to pursue the 
same course of conduct which has prevailed in the board to this time, and 
that is to give their most anxious attention to the interests of the company. 

On the motion of Mr. Lewis, seconded by Mr. LutHam, votes of thanks 
were voted to the engineer and the auditors, and the proceedings terminated 





THE METROPOLITAN GAS SUPPLY. 

The following circular from the delegates of the metropolitam parishes has 
been addressed to all the vestries and district boards, inviting them to co- 
operate in a renewed attempt to introduce a bill into Parliament for the 
remedy of their alleged grievances :— 

Gentlemen,—The delegates from the several vestries and district boards, engaged 
in securing relief from the evils of the gas monopoly organized by the secret action 
of the combined gas companies of the metropolis, have requested me to address you 
as to the course to be adopted in the future proceeding upon this question. 

You have been informed of our efforts from time to time—of the proceedings 
before the committees appointed in the two last sessions of Parliament—of the intro- 
duction, by Sir J. V. Sheiley, of the bill prepared by the delegates to regulate the 
supply of gas, and of the other incidental matters which have been deemed of suf- 
ficient importance to communicate. Statements of all money subscribed, and the 
expenditure thereof, have also been made as certified by the auditors nominated by 
the delegates. 

It is now my duty to lay before you a brief statement of our future prospects, and 
particularly with reference to the important question of ‘‘ ways and means.” 

A sum amounting to nearly £2000 has been promised by the various vestries and 
district boards ; in some cases, however, on condition that proportionate contribu- 
tions should be made throughout the metropolis. Of this whole amount, a sum of 
about £1200 has been actually paid to the treasurer of the delegates, and the balance 

















which remains in hand at this time, after defraying all expenses, is about £500. 
In the ensuing session, we have to anticipate the most strenuous opposition on the 


Although the companies profess the greatest possible readiness to have the ques- 
tion settled, their opposition to our efforts is unceasing. You can test the interest 
which your district has at stake by the table of public lighting issued in March last, 
and by the additional table accompanying this report, in which an estimate is made 
of the overcharge for public lighting at present incurred in every parish and district 
under the Metropolis Management Act, your own, it will be seen, being overcharged 
to the extent of £—— per annum. 

There seems no reason to doubt that if adequate and liberal support be rendered, 
a saving of £50,000 and upwards can be effected in the lighting-rate of the metro- 
polis, This is the overcharge at present actually paid, as estimated on the most 
moderate basis in the accompanying table (Circular No. 42); and there can be no 
doubt that, when the various vestries and district boards take the lighting into their 
hands, this saving will be much further increased, probably to the extent of 50 per 
cent. in addition. 

On the ground of this vast saving to be effected in public lighting alone, to say 
nothing of the bearing which the settlement of this question will have upon the 
rights and interest of the private consumer, I feel ample confidence in calling on 
you for increased efforts in favour of a result so important. 

The Parliamentary Blue-Book (a copy of which I forward to your vestry-clerk 
with this) will explain to you the gigantic evils which are sought to be remedied. 

I need not say that all ‘outlay already incurred has been for printing, counsels’ 
fees, parliamentary agency, maps, and other indispensable services. All assistance 
of Mr. Elughes, the managers, the delegates, and myself have been gratuitous, and 
will cheerfully be so continued. 
Although the dissolution has much prolonged our labours, we may, with confi- 
dence, look forward to the final close of this agitation in the next session. 

I invite ae to refer this circular to a committee of your vestry or board, to whom 
I shall be happy to afford any information in my power, with the view of securing 
united action and larger funds. i 
In the next session the matter will certainly be referred to a select committee. 
Counsel will be engaged by the companies, and any vestry will be at liberty to 
appear by counsel, although, as in the case of the water inquiry in 1852, it will 
possibly’ be arranged that one counsel only be heard on behalf of the parishes, and 
one on behalf of the companies. 

I suggest that a combination of this kind will entail much less expense than each 
vestry contesting the whole question in detail ; but, at the same time, it is desirable 
that each vestry should reserve its individual right to appear by counsel. f 

Great benefits have been already secured by this agitation. Many extortionate 
contracts have been modified or abandoned ; the private consumers have received 
immense benefit; the advance in price settled by the companies has been checked ; 
the companies are upon their best behaviour, and have amicably settled very many 
disputes, the particulars of which have been handed to the delegates by the com- 
plainants. Many provincial towns have also derived considerable benefit from the 
gas agitation in the metropolis—benefits which will be repaid A means of Parlia- 
mentary aid in the prosecution of the bill. The whole aspect of the question inspires 
the delegates with the best hopes of success. eh 

I trust, therefore, that your vestry or board will not be backward in continuing 
and furthering the good work which has been so energetically prosecuted during 
the three last sessions of Parliament. 

In addition to the subscriptions which were announced in the manager’s report 
of June last, further contributions have been received from Chelsea, Lambeth, Ken- 
sington, St. Mary Newington, and St. Olave Southwark, the last being a new 
accession, as this district had not before taken part in the general inquiry, although 
actively engaged in local efforts to protect themselves against the monopoly. 

The vestry of St. James, Westminster (originally contributing £10, and again 
£100), have now made a further contribution of £100 towards the fund for the next 
session; and it is hoped that other vestries and boards will not be slow in following 
so good an example. 

Some doubts have arisen as to the powers of vestries to contribute towards a 
general fund for parliamentary expenses, in consequence of a legal opinion pub- 
lished and distributed in the interest of the gas companics, in contradiction of that 
obtained by the delegates from Mr. Pashley. 

Should your vestry or board be inclined to the more cautious policy, I invite you 
to vote a sum of money to a committee of your board, with power to expend the 
same in furtherance of the reduction of the charges for public lighting, and to de- 
pute some gentlemen (if you have not already done so) to meet the representatives 
of other parishes to arrange the legal expenditure of such.sums by your committee. 

This precaution will remove the objections that might arise in the minds of the 
most timid as to the illegality of subscribing to a general fund, while, at the same 
time, it will aid equally well in effecting the great object of settling, on a firm and 
honourable basis, the arrangements for the supply of gas to the metropolis. 

You must pardon the length of this communication. The interests at stake are 
large. You are either to secure yourselves from the evils of a monopoly, which, 
according to all the evidence hitherto collected, will raise the charge for your public 
lighting to a very serious extent, or, on the other hand, you subject yourselves, by 
inaction, to the most unjust monopoly ever sought to be imposed on the vast inte- 
rests committed to your charge. 

I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
AMES BEAL, 
Hon. Secretary to Delegates on Metropolis Gas. 
A Delegate from St. James’s. 

The circular is accompanied by two other documents, one being a con- 
tinuation of the table of the public lighting of the metropolis issued in March 
last, and the other a table of the prices paid for public lighting in a number 
of the principal towns of the United Kingdom, in which gas is supplied to 
the public lamps at an average reduction of about 25 per cent. upon the price 
charged to private consumers, the object of the two tables being to show 
that the overcharge in the metropolis for the public lights is more than 
£50,000 per annum. 








REDUCTION OF THE PRICE OF GAS AT MANCHESTER. 
Ata meeting of the Manchester Council on Wednesday last, the Mayor 
presiding, a long and stormy discussion took place in reference to a proposal 
to reduce the price of gas from 5s. to 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet. 
Councillor Curtis moved, pursuant to notice, “ That the charge for gas 
supplied to all consumers within the city from and after the 25th of De- 
cember next be fixed at the rate of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, subject to such 
discount to large consumers as may be fixed upon by the gas committee.” 
He moved this from strong conviction that the present price was unfair to 
consumers, that the amount of profit was excessive, and that consequently 
the price ought to be put on a fair footing; and he proposed it now for two 
motives—that it was exceedingly desirable the water-works committee 
should know in time what amount they might expect as the half of the 
year's gas profits, and that councillors might be able to answer their con- 
stituents as to the part they had taken on this gas question. Comparing 
four committees, the markets committee was paying off the original pur- 
chase money and the borrowed money, and rapidly accumulating funds for 
the ultimate benefit of the city. The gas committee, besides having to pay off 
their own loans and mortgage debts, had to find funds to a large extent for 
two other committees—the water-works and the improvement committees. 
It was time the water-works committee had to rely on themselves, which 
would make them more careful as to expenditure. The improvement com- 
mittee was fairly entitled to the gas profits, not to lower the price of an 
article for sale as water, but to improve various parts of the city for the 
good of all. He had never heard any member of the council object to this 
disposal of the gas profits. There was a mistaken notion out of doors that 
the gas committee fixed the profits. It was the council that fixed the price, 
and the committee were always prepared to acceed to whatever was the 
decision of the council. He read an extract from a former speech of Mr. 
Alderman Shuttleworth, chairman of the gas committee, to the effect that 





part of the gas companies, and it is idle to imagine that our object can be achieved 
without further funds. 














customers ought to have the best article that could be produced, at the 
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lowest price to which fair and legitimate competition would reduce it; and 
if they charged one farthing more they did a grievous wrong. He hoped 
to show that a reduction of 6d. per 1000 cubic feet would leave a fair and 
liberal profit. The question lay in a nut-shell—was the council to charge 
a fair and reasonable price, or to regulate the price by the wants of two 
committees? There was a disposition last January to raise the water-rate; 
but the rate-books had been prepared. If that rate were raised, the water- 
works committee would be so thoroughly looked after, and become so 
economical in the management, that it would lead to a reduction of the 
rate again. By the kindness of Mr. Peacock, of the gas office, he had been 
furnished with a statement (not yet ready for publication) of the receipts, 
expenditure, and profits of the gas committee, to the 24th of June last. The 
sales of the year had increased to £141,642 as against £129,359 the previous 
year; £122,839 in 1855-6, and £127,131 in 1856-7; so that we were now 
reaping a little benefit from the large outlay on the works, though nothing 
commensurate to the amount of that outlay. The profits for the year were 
£43,418, of which there were handed to the water-works committee £30,538 ; 
£2350 of an old debt of the improvement committee paid off; and £7500 
paid off the mortgage debts, which ought to have been £10,000, and 
would be in future. ‘These items amounted to £40,388, and during the pas, 
| year there had been wiped off £2580 of bad debts which had been accumu- 

lating for twenty or thirty years; £450 had been paid to two station-masters 
for commission owing on previous years; and thus the total was made up 
of £43,418 profits, which was exclusive of £5000 annually set aside for 
depreciation of works. During the past year the works had been rated (for 
the first time) at about £1800. Everything, therefore, was favourable to a 
reduction in price. A profit of £43,418 on the gross sales of £141,642 
was 30°7 per cent. Was that such a profit as a fair and legitimate 
competition would reduce it to? Suppose the gas-works, instead of 
belonging to the city, belonged to a private company, with a paid-up capital 
of £400,000, which is about the amount invested by the corporation in the 
works, mortgages, &c. Adding to the profit of £43,418, £13,214 paid for 
interest on the mortgages (which a company with paid-up capital would 





in 


would be a total clear profit to a company of £58,747, or 14°7 per cent. on a 
their capital—say one-half,or £200,000; getting on mortgage an equal sum, 


that it would really be a profit of 19-7 per cent. on the paid-up capital of 


£10,092; out-townships, £12,010; together, £22,102; leaving £119,540 as 
the amount on which the reduction would take place. <A reduction of 6d. 


accounts with him, agreed on taking £12,240 as a fair amount for the re- 
duction. 
sales £129,402; and the profits being reduced by £12,240, would be £31,178 
net, or about 24 per cent. on the sales. (Hear.) Any man in business, 
realizing 24 per cent. profit on £130,000, would think it a very handsome 


duced to £46,507, or 11-6 per cent. on the capital paid up, a very liberal 
profit. If any one could step into the Manchester Gas-Works, joint-stock 
companies would soon find plenty of capital, if insured 11°6 per cent. profit, 
clear of income-tax, and setting aside £5000 a year to meet depreciations. 
The stock of such a company would be greatly in demand, and soon 
double its original value. This was something like the case of the Liverpool 
Gas-Works. [After reading an extract from Mr. Hawksley’s evidence con- 
demning the management of gas and water-works by corporations, which 
evidence he said could not be impeached, as Mr. Hawksley had been consulted 
by the gas committee with reference to the meters of Messrs. Crosley and Co., 


corporation were bound to supply yearly accounts, he found that the sales 
of that corporation were £136,000 in the year ended the 30th of June, 1858, 
ours being £141,000; but the Liverpool price was 3s. 9d. and 4s. 3d., instead 
of 5s., as in Manchester; so that the Liverpool price would represent a 
larger quantity than was produced here. The Liverpool Company’s profits 
were £48,862, and it was singular that it would be as nearly as possible the 
profit made here, if the price were reduced by 6d.; Liverpool, with an extra 


of an illuminating power equal te 23 to 25 sperm candles per hour, while in 
Manchester, according to the lust statement, it was equal to 22 candles only. 
The Liverpool price for this superior light was 3s. 9d. within, and 4s. 3d. 
without, the borough, our price being 5s. for an inferior light. As to the 
Glasgow Gas-Works, while obliged by Act of Parliament to supply gas equal 
in illuminating power to 12 to 16 candles, they were in reality supplying a 
light equal to 26 candles. He thought the price in Manchester should be 
different according to situation. The amount of gas consumed in Man- 
chester township last year amounted to £87,480; in Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
£15,667; and in Hulme, £15,661—a large consumption within a small area; 
while the amount consumed in all the out-districts was only £12,000, in- 
cluding Newton, Longsight, Stretford, Rusholme, Cheadle, Burnage, &c. 
The great increased cost both in outlay, in measuring, collection, &c., from 
the distance, ought to warrant the committee in keeping the price 
at 5s. tothem Newton consumed only to the amount of £2357, Longsight 
£1906, Stretford £1176, and Rusholme £1122; so that there was £6000 of 
rent divided among ten or twelve townships. The amount expended in 
the year 1855-6 in new works was £85,800; in 1856-7, £13,409; in 
1857-8, £36,581; and in 1858-9, £28,648; an increase for new works in 
the four years of £164,438: while the amount for sales had increased only 
from £122,839, to £141,462—barely £19,000, or little more than 10 per 
cent. on the amount of outlay in the new works. Taking the last four 
years’ sales as examples of good and bad years together, there was a 
certainty that with a reduction of 6d. the corporation would receive a very 
liberal profit. He next adverted to the memorials of respectable trades- 
men, not given to agitation, for a reduction in the price of gas, as 
Satterfield and Co., Kendal, Milne, and Falkner, &c., and they even desired a 
reduction to 4s. He hoped no amendment would be moved for a reduction 
to that extent; we had better wait till the end of 1860, when the gas 
profits would no longer be divided between the water-works and the 
improvement committees, and then, ifit were practicable, another reduc- 
tion of 6d., bringing the price to 4s., would be better made than now. 
(Applause.) 


Councillor Brrrrain seconded the motion, but said he would rather have 
moved for a reduction to 4s., and combined with it the lending of meters to 
small consumers, as had been done so successfully in Salford. Some of his 
friends in Salford thought their gas equal to that of Manchester. The in- | 
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not have to pay), and £2115 paid to the improvement committee, there | 
paid-up capital of £400,000. But companies did not usually pay up all | 
| tradicted himself when speaking against the management of the Manchester 
paying 4 or 4} interest, and making an increase of profit of 10 per cent. So 

the company. Supposing the reduction of 6d. per 1000 cubic feet made of | 
the gross sales (£141,642), the items not affected would be—street lamps, | 
on 5s. is equal to 10 per cent., or one-tenth—namely, £11,954; but, as a | 


certain amount was taken off for discounts, Mr. Peacock, going over the | 


The amount of sales reduced by that sum would Jeave the gross | 


thing. Asa question of capital, the profit on £400,000 would then be re- | 
| smuggle through Parliament a gas bill of their own against the gas bill of | 


and another from the Commonwealth as to the Glasgow cheap gas movement, | 
Mr. Curtis continued.] From a return officially certified, for the Liverpool | 


sale of £6600, having an extra profit of £2355, which was in just proportion | 
tothe extra amount of sales. Here we had a public company supplying gas 








551 


habitants of 68 new cottages in Salford had applied for gas and the loan of 
meters. (Hear.) Out of 60,000 houses in Manchester, only one half con- 
sumed gas; hence there was a wide field for the extension of the trade in 
gas. The profit on gas in Manchester was unfairly high. He did not a 
prove of two prices—a liberal policy was best. A low price would 
enormously increase the consumption of gas, and its introduction into the 
houses of the poorer classes would be of great advantage to them. (Hear.) 
He did not see why the water-rate should not be increased. The cost of 
water in Manchester, considering its quality, was less than in any other 
city of the same size in the empire. 

Councillor ApsHEAD moved an amendment, declaring it inexpedient and 
undesirable to alter the price of gas at present. He admitted that the 
opinion of the influential bodies outside was entitled to consideration, but 
he endeavoured to show that the present time would be inopportune for 
making a change. He cited from various published accounts of the gas 
committee to show the great depreciation of the value of the works, the 
| great increase of the mortgage debt (from £90,355 to £308,570), and the 

large diminution in the yearly profits from sales (from £34,279 in 1849-50, 
to £30,538 in 1858-59). The permanent assets were £282,193 in 1848-49, 
and, notwithstanding the great increase of new works, they were now only 
vaiued at £386,987. With a mortgage debt of £308,570, and the permanent 
assets as stated, what was left? Where were the bricks and mortar? He 
compared the estimated value of the various gas stations, street-mains, &c., | 
showing the total of permanent assets in 1849-50 as £311,447, against 
£333,376 in 1855, and stated the new loans and mortgages in this period as | 
| £156,729, and the amount paid for extensions £135,346. Seeing, then, that | 
| the debt was £308,570, and the total excess of assets brought down to the 

present time was only £74,874, against an excess of assets in 1849-50 of | 

£216,341, he thought these figures all showed the necessity of deep con- | 
sideration before reducing the price of gas. If reduced to 4s., that would | 
| reduce the net yearly profits to £6000. He urged, therefore, that the) 
council should wait to the end of 1860, when the water-works committee | 
would no longer be entitled to half the gas profits. 

Alderman Hrywoop seconded the amendment, but confessed that the 
| figures of Mr. Curtis and Mr. Adshead had so puzzled him that he was as 
much in the dark as ever. (Laughter.) He thought Mr. Hawksley con- 














Gas-Works, because he admitted that a large profit had been made, which 
could not have resulted but from good management. Mr. Heywood wished 
for delay, so that they might have safe ground for action, by receiving from | 
the gas committee a statement that they could understand. The subject | 
ought not to be treated lightly. (Hear.) He was of opinion that a reduc-| 
tion could safely be made. (Hear, hear.) | 
Alderman NEiLp agreed with Mr. Heywood in deprecating hasty change. 
He fully agreed, also, that the gas committee should themselves be prepared 
to meet the question at an early day. (Hear.) Mr. Curtis had laid the; 
subject before them in a very fair and business-like way, and he felt! 
thankful to him for the manner in which he had brought it forward. | 
(Hear.) Mr. Neild defended the management of the gas-works, and said | 
he knew of nothing more honourable to Manchester, for the works were 
the earliest of the kind. Yet individuals professing to be patriots tried to | 





the town, and there was one of the severest contests ever known in the | 
committee of the House of Commons, which lasted for three mormths. The | 
difficulties were extreme. The then chairman of committees of the House 
of Lords swore vehemently—(a laugh)—* You shall never have your bill, | 
for you will make it nothing but a system of jobbery.” But they did carry 
the bill in the teeth of him. What had been the result? £840,000 had 
been devoted to the improvement of this city from the gas profits. (Hear, | 
hear.) It was all very well for gentlemen to talk glibly of an improvement 
rate, for that meant no improvement at all. (Hear, hear.) These gentle- | 
men wanted gas at prime cost, in order to put the profits into their own) 
pockets. This was an amount of “cheek” that he did not suppose existed. | 
(Laughter.) He was happy to find that no one in the council had defended 
such a proposal. Why did he resist reduction? Solely because the time | 
for change had not come. He repeated, however, that Councillor Curtis, 
had made out a fair case why the per centage of profits at the present time 
was more than they ought to be. (Hear, hear.) He was quite prepared to | 





admit that, but counselled them not to make a jump in the dark. The ap- 
propriation of profits to the water committee was an anomalous position, 
but if the water-works had not been established Manchester would now be 
in the utmost distress for want of water. (Hear.) The appropriation was 
made because the water-rate was compulsory. (Hear.) ‘Therefore a cer- 
tain amount of indulgence to the ratepayers was fair and right, becanse || 
without a compulsory rate the poor man would never have got the benefit | | 
of it. (Hear.) 1] 
Councillor Craston denied that any persons had asked for gas at cost | | 
price. A requisition, signed by some of the most respectable shopkeepers, | | 
asked for gas at 4s., and he did not think the request unreasonable. It was | 
unjust to charge the same for gas close to the works as at five miles distant. | 
He intended moving an amendment for 4s., for he believed there would be | 
continued dissatisfaction; but he had decided to vote for the amendment, | 
for he would sooner wait twelve months than half do the thing. (Hear.) | 


Alderman Goapspy concurred in the course suggested by Mr. Adshead’s | 
amendment, and urged that the gas committee should lay the whole matter | 


before the council in a clear statement. He asked how soon the gas com- | 
| 
| 


| 


mittee would be able to supply any reasonable additional demand conse- 
quent on reduction of price? 

Alderman SuutrLeworrn stated that the Manchester Gas-Works for 
many years had never teen able to supply the whole demand, and it was} 
scarcely possible to say when they should be in that condition. They were 
expending largely in extension of works; this year their estimates were 
£30,000; and whether that would enable them to meet the demand he 
could not say. They had exerted all their energy to meet the demand, 
without ever being able to overreach it. The committee assumed no con- 
trol over the price; that they left to the council. Their duty was to manu- 
facture gas, of the best quality, as cheaply as possible. A great fallacy was 
to look at price only without regard to quality. In the gas Acts of 1857, 
not only was the price specified, but the illuminating power was stipulated 
for. He read a statement as to fourteen gas Acts of that year, which, com- 
paring illuminating power and price, with Manchester, gave an average of 
the fourteen as equal to 11s. per 1000 cubic feet for Manchester gas. A 
similar average for various places, in the gas Acts of 1858, gave 12s. 3}d. as 
the equivalent for Manchester gas. In the JourNat or Gas LIGHTING, 
&c., of August 30, 1859, page 469, the price of the London gas companies 
was stated to average 4s. 6d., and to be equivalent to twelve candles; which 
gave as an equivalent Manchester gas at 8s. 3d. One London company, by 
changing their material from coal to cannel, and their price from 5s. to 7s., 
reduced their rental from £20,000 to £12,000 a year; showing how greatly 
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quality affected price. Of 243 gas companies in the United States, the 
prices varied from 3 doilars to 7 dollars, which, taking the dollar at the 
usual exchange of 4s., was 12s. to 31s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. Everybody 


panies was 13s. 4d., equivalent to 24s. 5d. for Manchester gas. One by one 
the large private establishments in Manchester, making their own gas, had 
discontinued, at a great sacrifice of their plant, and were now taking gas 
from the corporation. Four large establishments had done so within a few 
months; and one of these had only erected its own gas-works three years ago. 
Messrs. Birley and Co. were about commencing taking gas from the corpora- 
tion; and another establishment of equal magnitude were considering the pro- 
priety of sacrificing their plant, and in another winter would probably take 
gas from the public. That would only leave one large establishment in 
Manchester manufacturing its own gas. It was a fallacy to speak of the 
Manchester price as 5s.; it was from 4s. to 5s., the medium price being 
4s. Gd; and at these prices it was, he believed, the best and cheapest gas in 
England. (Hear.) The effect of the proposed reduction would be—there 
being about 600,000,000 cubic feet aflected by the change—a reduction of 
£13,400 from the present profits; additional income tax at 4d. in the pound, 
£1000, aking a reduction of £14,400, the amount to be divided between 
the water-works and the improvement committees, £7200 each. The 
water-works committee showed a deficiency of £3300, with an 8d. rate; 
the reduction in gas of £7200 would make the actual water-works deficiency 
£10,500, equal to a 4d. rate, which, added to the 8d. existing, would make 
next years water-rate 1s.—double what it was twelve months ago. 
As to the improvement committee, their amount from every source was 
£11,300; but they owed £137,000, the interest thereon being £6100, leaving 
for the improvement committee only £5200, an amount utterly inadequate 
to meet the public wants. He combated the notion of those who would have 
public improvements paid for by a direct improvement rate, by giving 
briefly the history of the Market-Street improvement, which was to be paid 
for by the only improvement rate he ever knew in Manchester. He was 
one of the three surviving commissioners of 1821. The improvement cost 
about £150,000. In 1843 (twenty-two years after the passing of the Act), 
notwithstanding the annual payment for liquidating the debt, there was a 
balance owing of £64,500. In that year the liquidation was undertaken on 
equitable terms by the improvement committee, making the liquidation as 
easy as possible, charging 10 per cent.—é for liquidation and 5 tor interest. 
In 1859, thirty-eight years after the Act, £28,000 yet remained unpaid. So 
much for improvement rates. Then the water-works owed £1,290,000; the 
corporation debts amounted to £2,000,000; and he urged the present and 
probable state of affairs and of the money market as reasons for not acting 
precipitately in reducing the price of gas under such circumstances. 
Councillor Rumery said that even if they admitted Mr. Adshead’s figures, 
they would only show that the gas management had not been conducted 
upon the most economical principles, and that the concern was not a model 
for imitation. But they had not invalidated in the least the figures which 
Mr. Curtis had presented to the council. The corporation had a monopoly, 
but it ought not to use that monopoly to the prejudice of the public 
—(hear)—it ought not to charge more than a fair market price for its gas. 
(Hear.) The question was—Did it charge more? Alderman Shuttleworth 
had by his statements overdone the matter, which, according to Lord 
Bacon, was the worst thing he could do. Was it true that Manchester gas 
was of double illuminating power? Was Salford in comparative darkness? 
Nothing could be more fallacions and erroneous than the conclusions which 


| 


knew the American gas was not superior in illuminating power to that of | 
London—say twelve candles, at which the average for all the American com- | 





Alderman Shuttleworth would have them draw from his statements. 
What had he done? He had taken the obligations of Acts of Parliament 
for the actual facts. The two things were totally different. (Hear.) They 
need not go further than Liverpool to find gas as good if not better than | 
Manchester gas, and selling at a less and paying price. 


equal to eleven candles and to charge 5s. 6d. The fact was, Glasgow was 
now and had long been supplying gas, not of the minimum power prescribed 
by Act of Parliament, but actually of twenty-five candles, and it was, 
without question, the best gas in Great Britain. (Hear.) r 
people bring forward Manchester as an illustration of a town with bad gas 
at a high price. (Laughter.) 
posed by Act of Parliament and the actual supply were not one and the 
same thing. Salford sold good gas at 6d. less than Manchester, and yet 
realized a good per centage. 

Councillor Natu: As a consumer of Salford gas,I say it is 1s. worse 
than Manchester gas. f 

Councillor Rumney: If the Manchester Gas-Works were not prospering 


If time allowed, he | 
could go through the list of places mentioned, to show the fallacy of the | 
| argument. It had been stated that Glasgow was obliged to deliver gas 


The Glasgow | 


This would show that the obligations im-| 
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it was not for want of demand, for they were told that the demand had | 


always exceeded the supply. The council was given to understand that 
if there was a reduction there would be no increased consumption, because 
there was not the power to increase it. At No. 2 station there were three 


gasholders of 1,200,000 cubic feet; at No. 5 there were three, holding about | 


the same, giving storage for about 2,400,000 feet; and there was nearly 
ready at the same station another gasholder capable of containing 400,000 
cubic feet; while by Christmas there would probably be another ready, 
capable of holding 600,000 feet; so that they would have, instead of the 
present storage of 2,400,000 feet, room for another million feet. Therefore 
they would be able to supply the demand which would doubtless be made 


| upon the committee consequent upon reduced price. (Hear, hear.) The 


hiring of meters would also bring a considerable revenue, as well as 
increased consumption; so that, instead of diminished profits, he believed 
they would be greatly increased. (Applause.) Manchester was charging 
higher for gas, with the exception of Glasgow, than any large town in the 
kingdom, and as they could afford to make the proposed reduction, he 
hoped the council would carry the resolution moved by Mr. Curtis. 
(Applause. ) 

Councillor Curtis having replied, a division was taken; and the follow- 
ing were the votes for and against Mr. Adshead’s amendment in favour o! 
the status quo:— 

For, 21: Robert Neill, Alderman Heywood, Joseph Nall, Harry Rawson, 
Joseph Adshead, John King, jun., Alderman Willert, Alderman Bancrofi, 
C. S. Grundy, W. H. Lamb, E. S. Green, James Bake, John Grave, Edward 
Watkin, T. D. Crewdson, Joseph Lamb, G. M'Connel, R. W. Coates, Alder- 
man Bowker, Alderman Neild, Alderman Shuttleworth.—Against, 29: 
Alderman Sir E. Armitage, Alderman Goadsby, John Fildes, Thomas 
Brittain, Robert Rumney, Richard Aspden, R. A. Barlow, Matthew Curtis, 
W. A. M‘Gill, W. H. Pratt, Francis Robinson, John Leigh, John Gibson, 
Matthew Brougham, W. G. Newton, A. Woodward, John Howard, T. W. 
Dyson, M. Craston, Charles Ellis, William Gibb, T. L. Williams, Henry 
Ogden, Henry Walker, Edward Groome, J. M. Bennet, William Jones, Peter 
Royle, Thomas Worthington. 


The original resolution of Mr. Curtis for a reduction in price to 4s. 6d. 
was then put and carried, 


SALFORD CORPORATION GAS-WORKS.—HIRED METERS. 
STATEMENT showing the Amount expended on account of Hired Meters, the Number in Use, the Amount charged for Rent, and the Amount received for 
Gas supplied tirough Hired Meters, and the estimated Profits thereon, in the four years from June, 1855, to June, 1859. 
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| Capital In- Total | Number Amount 
; vested during Amount of | of Total Cost Charge received for | Profits on | : TOP 
each Year in Capital in | Hired Number | for Gas Gas Stock of Meters for Hire and Fittings on 
Year ending | Hired Meters, Hired Meters Meters in use of Use of supplied supplied , 
| ineluding at the | Fixed each Hired Meters through | through hand at June 30, 1859. 
| Fittingsand endofeach | each | Year. Repairs. each Year. | Hired Meters | Hired Meters. |; 
Fixing. Year. | Year. b each Year. | e 
| # anal &. 6 e) $82 £684) £€ ao dj) &£ 5 | , 
June, 1855.. 4 011 4011; 9 9 |S od 3.6 0 | a The stock on hand at a 
xe | K 4k | 3 | 189 No. 2-light meters. .. £189 0 
alder ee ‘ ‘“ 3 ms . re 99 | 189 No igh ; 3) 0 
» 1836..; 61515 7 619 16 6} 3891 400 = 233 4314 3| 398 1 3 | 122 9 4 | 6 » 2 » (Scotch) 68 5 0 | 
» 1857..| 62111 6 1241 8 0; 496 896 gS =3, 18811 7 | 105618 7 295 19 2 | kL « * ” : we ra 8 
| | 2 — 
» 1868... 752 18 1° 1994 6 1; 622 1518 22 rae 237 5 11 | 1842 1 2 | 495 17 4 | 255 £259 2 0 
» 1859..| 872 1 2 2866 7 3] 639 . 2187 |B 375 911 2623 1 8| 654 0 O Value of fittings... .. 25 7 6 
Total .. --/ 2866 7 3 — | 2157 —- | 790 1 8 | 5923 8 8 1569 7 10 | Total value .. - £284 9 6 
a 








@ Of this amount, £2579, 15s. 1d. has been paid for meters, and £286. 12s. 2d. for fittings and fixing. . ; 
+ These amounts are the sums charged by the committee for interest on capital, and wear and tear of meters, fittings, and service-pipes. 


For the year ending June, 


1859, the charge is equal to 13 per cent., which is quite sufficient to cover any possible expenses under these heads. 


e These estimated profits are caleulated on the ratio of the actual net profits to the entire gas rental of each year. 


From these estimated profits there should be 


deducted about 25 per cent. for extra labour in the general management and collection of the numerous very small charges from which they are derived. After this 
deduction of 25 per cent., the estimated net profits for gas supplied through hired meters in the year ending June 30, 1858, would be £371. 18s., or _18°65 per cent. on the 
capital (£1994. 6s. 1d.) invested ; and for the year ending June 30, 1859, these profits would be £491. 10s., or 17°15 per cent. on the capital of £2866. 7s. 3d. 


Davip Cuapwick, Borough Treasurer. 
Grorce T. Hats, Gas Manager. 





THE CHEAP GAS MOVEMENT IN GLASGOW. 


The following correspondence has passed between the Committee of Gas 
Consumers appointed at the late public meeting and the Directors of the 
Gas Companies as to an investigation into their affairs, with a view to an 


| immediate reduction of the price of gas in this city :— 


Committee Rooms, 13, Virginia Street, Glasgow, 
Sept. 24, 1859. 

Sir,—At the public meeting of the citizens of Glasgow, convened by the Hon. the 
Lord Provost, and held in the City Hall on the 14th curt., a committee was appointed 
inter alia to inquire into the management of the affairs of the gas companies in this 
city, and to ascertain whether, in terms of the Acts of Parliament under which they 


This committee desire me respectfully to request the directors of the City and Sub- 
urban Gaslight Company to permit an accountant, to be named by the committee, to 
examine the books of the company. 

Requesting an answer at your earliest convenience, I am, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, (Signed) ADAM PRINGLE, 

Convener and Chairman of Committee. 

To the Secretary of the City and Suburban Gaslight Company, 

Miller Street, Glasgow. 


| are constituted, they have applied their surplus profits in reducing the price of gas | 
| to consumers. 


City and Suburban Gas Company, 42, Miller Street, 
Glasgow, Sept. 28, 1859. : 

Sir,—I duly received your letter of the 24th inst., on behalf of the committee of 
which you are convener, requesting the directors of the City and Suburban Gas 
Company to permit an accountant, to be named by that committee, to examine the 
books of the company. z 

Having submitted your !etter to a meeting of the directors held this morning, I 
am desired to refer you to the “‘Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847,” incorporated with 
the company’s special Act, which gives power to any two gas ratepayers, on appli- 








cation in terms of said Act, to obtain such an inquiry into the affairs of the company | | 


as that desired by your committee.—I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) Wa. Femina, Sccretary. 
Adam Pringle, Esq. 


Gas Consumers’ Committee Rooms, 13, Virginia Street, 
Sept. 30, 1859. : ‘ 
Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th curt., which I have 
submitted to the committee appointed at the public meeting of the citizens of Glas- 
gow to inquire into the management of the gas companies. 4 2 
The committee are quite aware that by application to the sheriff they can obtain, 


at the expense of the City and Suburban Gas Company, an examination of their || 
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books. They desire me to express their regret that your directors should considet 
it to be their duty to compel the adoption of this course, by declining voluntarily to 
open their books to the inspection of such a considerable body of gas consumers aS 
that represented by the committee, and who are so largely interested in the proper 
management of the affairs of the company.—I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) ADAM PRINGLE, Convener of Committee. 


William Fleming, Esq., Secretary, City and Suburban Gas Company. 


A similar letter to that sent to the secretary of the City and Suburban 
Gas Company was sent to the manager of the Glasgow Gaslight Company, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow Gaslight Company’s Office, 
42, Virginia Street, Glasgow, Sept. 29, 1859. 

Sir,—I am favoured with your letter of the 24th instant, requesting the directors 
of this company to permit an examination of their books by an accountant, to be 
named by the committee appointed at a public meeting convened by the Lord Provost, 
to inquire into the management of the affairs of the gas companies in Glasgow. 

I have submitted your communication to the directors of this company, and as 
they do not see that such an inquiry could lead to any practical result, and as the 
| Act does not warrant such an investigation, they regret that they must decline 
| acceding to it.—I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, ‘ 
| (Signed) 

Adam Pringle, Esq., 13, Virginia Street,“Glasgow. 





James Rircuie, Manager. 





Gas Consumers’ Committee Rooms, 13, Virginia Street, 
Sept. 30, 1859. 

Sir,—I have submitted your letter of yesterday’s date to the committee appointed 
by the public meeting of the citizens of Glasgow to inquire into the management of 
| the affairs of the gas companies. The committee are surprised that your directors 
| do not consider it to be for the interest of the company to make their books patent to 
| the public, that it may be seen whether the interests of the gas consumers ure or are 
| not properly cared for in the management of the affairs of the company. 

BD be are pnt era - — measures, the result of which they cannot doubt 
| li pany will be compelled to allow the investigation now declined, 
|—I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) ApAm PRINGLE, Convener ef Committee. 
James Ritchie, Esq., Manager, Glasgow Gaslight Company. 








THE SUPPLY AND PURIFICATION OF WATER. 
(Abstract of a paper read before the Chemical Section of the British Association 
at Aberdeen, Sept. 17.) 
By Tuomas Spencer, Esq., F.C.S. 
_ The author stated that, from an extended practice for 2 number of years 
in relation to the chemistry of water for the supply of towns, he became 
convinced that the available quantity of pure water in these islands was 
decreasing, whilst it was evident the demand for this primary necessary of 
life was undergoing an annual increase—in short, that in the more cultivated 
districts the supply was every year becoming less capable of meeting the 
demand. From continuous personal observation of many of the water- 
bearing districts of Great Britain, he had now found many shallow springs 
dried up, or gradually becoming so, whilst the beds of small streams, where 
water was formerly known to flow pretty regularly, were almost dry, except 
in times of flood. This had a corresponding effect on the depth of the water 


navigable. The bearing of this state of things on our avai ve 
to increase the quantity of its organic impurity, Fol sone gendbacne 
if 7 supply: These effects he would show were chiefly due to increasing 
An additional and important source of the impurity of river w 
x the now legalized efflux of excremental poe amin, Ara son ‘em, 
|and thence into rivers, by which they were rendered equally fertile sources 
|of disease to the cesspools they had superseded. In short, wherever popula- 
|| tion was, running waters were becoming more and more polluted with the 
|matters which formerly went to maintain the fertility of the soil. Nor was 
it necessary to remind the members of that section that agriculturists had 
| to resort to another hemisphere to make up the deficiency. So obvious had 
this evil become, that the aid of chemistry had been universally called for 
|| to devise some means of entrapping the riches which were thus squandered 
in the ocean. Although prophecies as to the results of contemporaneous 
operations were attended with considerable risk, yet he would venture to 
predict that the chemical efforts now being made'to utilize sewerage must 
prove abortive, simply because they were commenced at the wrong end of 
ne 9 er modes Paes rc to chemists fully equal to the extrac- 
1e nitrogenous an i ituents of di y 
> seg ag a phosphoric constituents of diluted sewerage, 
The real question as regarded any of these operations was 
whether it could be done, but woutien when dene the mona Ahn en 3 ph 
the cost of obtaining them—a consummation which was far from probable. 
At the same time the chances of success would be much greater if the at- 
tempts to utilize these matters were undertaken at Jess distance from their 
source, and previous to their destructive dilution with water. As it was 
Pm = —_ the effect of —— the inhabitants of towns to resort to 
stant quarters for water, to replace that whi fl i i 
— oe from’ the msn ydneasiepcaiabaicdemaaine 
| As already stated, shallow springs were becoming extinct, whilst su 
een ene wells could only be obtained by carrying » on to greater date, 
f= a to be ae ae apart, to ensure an extended conoid of perco- 
os is general diminution of spring water was almost entirely due to 
| the vastly increased drainage that had taken place of late years. The 
pee part of the rain that was formerly allowed to percolate the substrati- 
er and thence issue at lower Jevels as spring water, was now carried 
see a = _— of deep drainage and drain-pipes into the adjoining 
a bis afew hours. The contrast between this and the former state of 
+f - , “ey unlike that witnessed after rain had fallen on two roofs, the 
peat : 7 ed, the other slated. For hours after the last shower water 
= ed from the eaves of the thatch, whilst a few minutes served to 
t) oe —— of — from the slates. 

, In addition to this, the same condition of things had the important 
pert ee 9 our rainfall as well, so that net only was it ar 
bas toe ce ~ and, but, as a direct consequence, every vear drainage ftself 
emacs : er to deal with. This result arose as follows:—The larger 
pe rng ~y surface resulting from excessive drainage had two distinct 
ponman ee on the other. One was to diminish the amount of 
ve — and thereby cause fewer clouds, whilst the same absence of 
‘oleae ro state pe — being ——- from other quarters; conse- 
| ) ents w i 
| ow eeacaeaaet aoe eg not so liable to be discharged on the 


PRs. the operation of these circumstances on our climate were 
mo at considerable length, yet this part of the subject was so extensive 
cause the author to leave many important points untouched. In 


| of most rivers, but was. especially felt of late years in those that were 




















! 
concluding the first part of his communication, that he might briefly ex- | 
emplify the principles he had set forth, Mr. Spencer put it to his auditory | | 
if, when speaking of formerly moist or ill-drained districts in recently dis- | | 
covered tracts, they did not constantly hear of the meliorating influence 
which had been effected on climate by cutting down forests and draining | 
marshes; and was not this always followed by a lessening of rainfall? And| 
again, he asked, if these sources of evaporation were thus cut off, was it || 
not obvious that the natural process of cloud-forming must to that extent || 
be decreased, and therefore less rain be likely to fall? Besides, were not 1 
most observers agreed in opinion that clouds are attracted wherever there | 
is wide-spread moisture, and, as a consequence, is their rain not discharged | 
more abundantly and frequently at those parts of the surface than where | 
moisture to the same extent does not exist? | 

In corroboration of what had been stated, he added that the most reliable | 
meteorological observations of the last forty years exhibited a continuous | 
decrease of rainfall, at least in the more southern parts of this island, whilst | 
during the same period the extent of the drainage area had been steadily | | 
advancing. He had no intention of doubting that the benefits of improved | | 
drainage were of a high character, and almost equally so those arising from | | 
the absence of accumulations of filth near our dwellings. Both were the | | 
inevitable results of our advancing civilization, though each might be made | 
to undergo some wholesome modification. Meanwhile, great as their || 
benefits undoubtedly were, his present object would be attained if he suc- | 
ceeded in calling attention tu the vast, though hitherto overlooked cost at || 
which they were obtained. 

His opinions as to the results of drainage, together with the probable | 
effects of sewer water on the quality of our domestic supply, were first | | 
published by the author in 1846. Since that period, all his very ample | 
opportunities for practical observation have added certainty to those !| 
opinions. It being thus evident that the quantity as well as the general || 
quality of our water supply was rapidly deteriorating, it struck him that |; 
some efficient and cheap mode of effecting its purification would be attended | { 
with great public benefit. Accordingly,in 1854, he began to devote himself | | 
to the subject, which he had now brought, he trusted, to a most successful | | 
issue. 1} 

At the commencement of his researches, the opinions of all the authori- 
ties with regard to the probability of purifying water by artificial means 
were summed up at the conclusion of the report drawn up by the Govern- 
ment Commissioners, “On the Supply of Water to the Metrcpolis.” These 
gentlemen there said that “water cannot be deprived of matter held in solu- 
tion by any practical modification of the process of filtration.” This was 
the state of the subject when entered on by him. His object from the be- 
ginning was to discover the mode by which nature converted impure 
coloured surface water into colourless spring water; the operation being 
apparently one of filtration. His first experiments were made with a view 
of throwing some light on the philosophy of filtration as ordinarily prac- 
tised, he having some reason to believe that the process, when most etlective, 
did not so much depend on mechanical principles as was generally 
supposed. To determine this point, a long series of very interesting 
experiments were related, which resulted in showing that properly- 
conducted filtration (i.e. where the gravitating power cf the water is not in | | 
excess) is dependent on a lateral attractive action exercised by the sand || 
or other medium through which the process is performed, this being in addi- 
tion to the downward action of gravitation. His next object was to discover 
what bodies in nature exercised this newly-discovered attractive power the 
best. After trying a number of experiments with various descriptions of | 
rocks and minerals—all of which were described to the section—he found 
that those containing protoxide of iron (even where it was chemically 
combined with other substances) effected the filtration of water better than 
any other. Acting on the idea thus suggested, he found the same oxide, 
when isolated in the state of “ magnetic oxide,” not only to free water from 
turbidity more effectually than an equal thickness of sand, but to effect its 
decoloration with marvellous rapidity; whilst the other earthy substances 
entering into the composition of the same rocks, such as silicia and 
alumina, were, in the latter respect, perfectly inert by themselves. From 
this it appeared that the protoxide of iron, as magnetic oxide—a substance | 
which enters into the composition of so many rocks—was one of nature's | | 
chief agents of purification. Here the author referred to a series of 1] 
experiments he had made, showing that the commonly-received opinion, || 
that light and air alone effected the purification of water, was erroneous. | | 
For example, he had put coloured bog water into shallow glass pans, in 
which it was fully exposed to both these agencies for several weeks—evapo- 
ration being compensated by distilled water—but without any change being 
apparent in its colour. This result, so contrary to what might have been 
expected & priori, led him to refer the natural oxidizing process to the agency 
of some other body which probably exercised a catalytic action on the atmno- 
spheric oxygen, and thereby induced this gas to combine with the noxious 
impurities existing in the water. Nor was he mistaken in this surmise, as 
the results so amply related in the paper, together with the experiments 
exhibited to the section, sufficiently attest. A very striking one was made 
with some bog water, much darker in colour than ordinary porter, which 
had been procured from the soakings of an Aberdeenshire peat bed. This 
water was deprived of its colour almost instantaneously. 


To appreciate this result it is to be remembered that no known agency 
had been able to effect a similar one before. Since soft water had become 
so much an object for manufacturing purposes, to effect the decoloration of 
that of bogs had remained a problem unsolved by chemists. Not only was 
it now evident that this water could be deprived of all trace of colour, but 
it was rendered bright, clear, and perfectly free from taste. Several who 
partook of it pronounced it to be equal in these respects to spring water. 
Above all, the means by which the change was effected were exceedingly 
simple. The coloured water was poured into a glass vessel containing a 
layer of about five inches of equal parts of coarse sand, and a hard ferru- 
ginous substance, perfectly magnetic, on which the water issued forth with 
great rapidity, perfectly colourless. 

The action of the oxide, however, was far from being confined to the de- 
coloration of bog water. It equally affected every impurity to which 
water was subjected—even that of the London sewers it rendered harmless, 
and void of odour and taste. Besides which, it had resulted trom the ex- 
periments of Professors Brande aud Clark, that soft water treated by the 
magnetic oxide had no action on lead. 

Perhaps the most extraordinary circumstance was, that the magnetic fil- 
tering medium itself suffered no deterioration after any period of operation. 
Its province was confined to forcing the oxygen in the water into ccmbina- 
tion with the colouring matter, and thus converting it into carbonic acid, 
which gas conferred freshness and salubrity on all waters in which it was 
found. In this result the occult action of catalysis was, for the first 
time in the history of science, brought at will into useful every-day opera- 
tion. In explanation of this the author entered on the received notions of 
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| what was really understood by the term “catalysis.” He thought it might | 


| be satisfactorily shown that the substances inducing this action did so in 


\virtue of the power they had to alter the molecular arrangement of the | 


| bodies they acted on—as a magnet alters the arrangement of iron filings, | 
;|even ata distance. Moreover he believed he was ina position to show | 
| that the phenomenon was strictly identical with electro-polarization. 


In the experiment he had exhibited there could, he believed, exist no | 
doubt that the magnetic oxide of the filter attracted the oxygen to its sur- | 
face, and when there it necessarily became polarized. Whilst in that state, 
and only whilst in that state, it combined with the organic colouring matter 
to form a new substance. But the most startling circumstance he had to 
relate was, that the oxygen when in this state of polarity was neither more | 
nor less than ozone—that fugitive body, of hitherto doubtful origin, which | 
had become so much identified of late with atmospheric salubrity. This 
novel proposition was illustrated by exhibiting a larger amount of oxygen | 
converted instantaneously into ozone by the action of the magnetic oxide 
on an alcoholic solution of gum guaiacum, than, perhaps, had ever been 
witnessed in the same compass before. Though the president evidently 
had not leaned to the author's theory, this unloooked-for proof of it elicited 
his admiration. The author stated that this was only one among many 
modes he possessed of demonstrating the same fact, viz., that ozone was 
polarized oxygen. A still stronger proof was, that the poles of a galvanic 
battery immersed in the guaiacum solution cf alcohol produced ozone in 
the same manner, but only at the oxygen pole. But what he ventured to be- 
lieve amounted to confirmation was, that a similar effect was not produced 
in a solution with absolute alcohol, water being thus essential, that its 
oxygen might undergo polarity, or, in fact, ozonification. Mr. Spencer 
further stated that, according to his experiments, he had found that most 
substances in nature containing protoxide of iron exercised this power of 
ozonifying oxygen. No matter whether this now important oxide was 
locked up in chemical combination with other bodies, still the power was 
more or less exercised through the solid covering. The existence of ozone 

in the atmosphere, therefore, need be no longer a problem, as he had | 
| proved by his experiments that air whilst passing over substances of this | 
character became ozonified by contact alone. Henceforth we could ac- 

count for the salubrity of some winds as compared with others. 
ferruginous sub-oxide was not the only one that exercised this important 








took of the same power, though in less degree. 
on the other hand, or metallic iron, was perfectly inert. 
that several guin resins and tars exercised a similar power, though in less 
degree, over oxygen. 


he had succeeded in making to enable him better to carry out the purification 
of water on alarge scale. Thoughthe magnetic oxide he had first obtained 
from the white carbonate of iron was very efiective, yet it had a tendency 
to be reduced to powder by attrition. He became apprehensive, there- 
fore, it might ultimately interfere with the rapidity of his filtering opera- 
tions. This led him to seek some mode of procuring a harder and less 
friable body. After various experiments he had been successful beyond 
his anticipations. By very simple means he had formed a magnetic body 
from the hitherto refractory Cumberland hematite. 


number is therefore 42. Specimens of the new body were exhibited to the 


lustre. 
magnetic. Its purifying powers were stated to be very great. 
it—protocarbide of iron. 


was sure the section would feel much indebted to Mr. Spencer for the valu- 
able nature of the practical results he had laid before them. Though 
much struck with the ozone-forming experiment in support of the theory, 
yet he (the president) hardly felt himself at liberty to give his adhesion 
fully to Mr. ncer’s views regarding the nature of ozone. There was an- 
other mode of testing the matter, however, which he named, and which, if 
successful with the magnetic oxide, might carry more conviction to his 
| | mind. 








But the | 
function, as several other metatlic sub-oxides which he enumerated par- | 


Peroxide (ordinary rust) | 
He also found | 


The author now gave an account of a new compound magnetic body which | 


The new substance | 
consists of iron, oxygen, and carbon—an equivalent of each; its atomic | 


section. It appeared very hard, and when polished had a black metallic | 
It was said to be as incorrodible as gold or platinum, and is highly | 


It can be | 
manufactured very cheaply. Mr. Spencer, as its discoverer, had named 


The Presmpent (Dr. Lyon Playfair), at the close of the paper, said he | 


Price Current. 


Mr. Spencer stated that he had never considered the mode named by 
the president as being the best test of the presence of ozone. 

However, at the following meeting of the section this experiment was 
successfully performed by Mr. Spencer, in the presence of the president, 
thus afiording an additional proof that ozone is only polarized oxygen, and 
that Nature is not confined to one mode for its production. 





HotpErs or Gas SHARES ENTITLED To County VotEs.—At the court 
held for the revision of the list of electors in the Sudbury district of the 
county of Suifolk, before the revising barrister, D. Keane, Esq., Mr. Durrell 
a claimant, was objected to by the overseers or guardians, at a court hel 
by them, on the ground that his two shares in the Sudbury Gas Company, 
for which he received a dividend of more than 40s. per annum, was a mere 
personal money share in a company, and not an income derived from a 
freehold. The court of guardians were fortified in this opinion by a former 
decision of Mr. Prendergast, who some years since struck out all the 
claimants on the lists in Sudbury who claimed for gas shares. Messrs, 
Higgs and Spooner, with Mr. J. Scott, jun.,attended to support the objection; 
and Mr, Durrell attended in support of his claim. Mr. Durrell contended 
that his name had been improperly objected to, the court at which the ob- 
jection was taken not having been composed of nine members, as required 
by the Act of Parliament. ‘This point being reserved, Mr. Durrell stated he 
was in receipt of 40s. a year and more, arising from his shares in the gas 
company,and that the shares were in freehold tenements and land. A copy 
of the partnership deed, declaring the shares personal property, was pro- 
duced by Mr. Higgs against the claim, and it was strongly urged that the 
freehold itself wou!d not confer the sum of 40s. per annum to the holders of 
two shares. The Revising Barrister reserved his decision until the following 
morning, when he said he should decide in favour of Mr. Durrell’s claim, 
being of opinion that a quorum of nine guardians must be present torender 
any of their judicial acts legal. It was a great question, with reference to 
holding any other court under the Act, whether the whole twenty-five 
guardians, or a majority of them, should not be present. As to the merits 
of the case, he was alse of opinion that the shares were sufficient to confer 
a vote. 

Merroronitan Boarp oF Works.—At the weekly meeting held on 
the 30th ult., Mr. Bazalgette, the engineer to the board, reported that in} 
consequence of the decrease in the temperature, the liming operations in 
the Thames were maintained during the day time only from the 12th of | 
August to the 3rd instant, at which latter date, upon the advice of Dr.| 
Miller, the operations were discontinued. The total quantity of disinfectant 
agents used during the past season has been about 4281 tons of chalk lime, | 
478 tons of chloride of lime, and 56 tons of carbolic acid, at a cost of £17,732, 

STRAIGHTENING A CutmNeY STALK.—The operations for restoring the 
colossal chimney at Port Dundas to a perpendicular and safe position are| 
now successfully completed. This was accomplished by sawing several of| 
the mortar beds between the courses on the side from which the chimney} 
leaned, thereby allowing it to come back by its own weight, without the} 
application of any external force. Only one draft was cut at a time, to 
guard against any shock which might have endangered the stability of the! 
building. and by keeping the saws wet a bed of mortar was prepared for'| 
the superincumbent weight to settle down upon. Twelve cuts were made 
in this manner on different parts of the structure, which generally set 
before the saws had passed through half of the circumference, particularly in| 
those made nearest the ground, where the weight was greatest. We have 
to congratulate the proprietor and Mr. Duncan Macfarlane, architect, by| 
whose advice this method was adopted, on the success of their undertaking. | 
The principal dimensions of the chimney are:—Total height, 468 feet; from 
surface to top of cope, 454 feet; outside diameter at foundation, 50 feet; at) 
surface, 54 feet; at cope, 14 feet. According to calculations made by Pro-| 
fessor Rankine, the building, independent of the adhesion of mortar, is; 
capable of sustaining with safety a renee pressure of 66lbs per superficial 
foot at its weakest point, being 111bs. more than the force of the greatest 
storm registered in this country.—North British Daily Mail. 

Mr. HAwksLEY AND THE LivERPooL CorPoraTiIon.—Mr. Hawksley 
has resigned his office as engineer in connexion with the Liverpool 
corporation, and at the last meeting of the council his resignation was 
accepted. Mr. Hawksley, in his letter to the council, stated that his! 
connexion with the corporation and their Rivington works had been a 
source of far greater loss than gain to him. 











CASTINGS, rer Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas- Pipes, per Yard. 


| 24in. | Sin. 
28 | 33 


9in. | l0in. | 12in. 


149 208 lbs. 


| | yorkshire, 

New- erbyshi 
poe | Wales. | ana” 
a | Staffordsh . 


|| 1gin. | 2in. din. | 5in. | 6in. 
16 21 | 


7in. | 8 in. | 
89 


51 70 107 | 126 177 











| , Retail Prices are 5 to 10 per cent. 
| higher. London. | Glasgow. 
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WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 
Subject to 40 per cent. Discount. 
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COALS, Per Ton. 
Neweastle.— Unscreened. 
Whitwell Primrose . ° 
Medomsley, Eighton Moor, anc 
Burnhope .... 
DEW cciccseccssncsscnennvone 
New Pelton, Peareth, South 
Pelaw, Washington Hutton, 
and South Peareth....... 
PER os cncscncens eee 
Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel.... 





Scotch Cannel. 
Boghead, at Leith............ 


Capeldrae, — quality 


. 3d. 


” n 9 ee 
Lesmahago, at Glasgow ..... 
9 9 Leith 
AIEEE. .cccccvecesecessese 
WEMYSS...ccccscccccses 
Knightswood ....... 
i Oe 


__ SUNDRIES. _ elie 


Best Newcastle Fire-bricks ...,........+++++0+-++-per 1000 50s. 0d. 
Cliff’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley ........++eee+e++.+-per 1000 57 6 
Ingham’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley..........e00s005 99 5 0 
Fire-clay Retorts ..... - per foot run, 5s.6d.to 7 0 
Tough Cake Copper ...per ton £107 10s. | Foreign Spelter........per ton £ 
English Pig Lead ve 2 0 | English Block Tin ..... 136 
© UG Fi ivcecsvecceses cece 
per cwt. 


eee eereeeee 
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Welch Bar Iron, in London ce 14 
Tarred Rope Yarn 26s. Od. 





FREIGHTS. 

Coastwise—Newcastle.—Per Ton. 
Chatham & Rochester .,........ 6s. 6d. 

SE necsecvesncsemtescceseneos tt & 
EE 
EE adenacasewe Seeccoecoeee 
Exeter Quay ..... 
Folkestone ....... ove 
—* ) e 

Lowestoft & Yarmouth .. 





Foreign.—Per Keel. 
Boulogne and Calais ..........- 
Barcelona ......2.ccccccccseess 
Bordeaux ....ccccccocscccecess 
| Cadiz .... 

Copenhagen ....... 
Dieppe ° 


Peter ere eeneeeraneeeeeee 


ms 
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coocooceco 


Stettin .......s00s+0+ 
Trieste & Venice......... 
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y | TO GAS-WORK MANAGERS. | J LIFF’S Fire Bricks, Clay OHN ROGERSON and CO., 
. WaAntren, a Married Man, to take a RETORTS, &e. NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 
' the MANAGEMENT of Gas-Works in a ‘ ON-TEES. 
‘ ||small town in Lincolnshire, where the whole of the Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 
d || duties will have to be performed by the person ap- MBE.NEWTON. all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 

| | pointed. 4CENT Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 

'|” All applicants must have filled a similar situation, WHARF N°¢GO0DS STATION - description, Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. Speen { 

|| and their letters must be accompanied with references OR DON 2 D DI S ON POTTE R, ; 


| } and age. 
|| Copies of Testimonials had better only be sent, as 
|\the Advertiser does not undertake to answer all 
| | applications. 
The Wages will be 18s. per week, with house, coal, 
and light free. Gro. Bower, 
St. Neots, Huntingdonshire. 


} TO GAS-FITTERS, | 


WILLINGTON QUAY, 

NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, ql 

Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


=~ we oe 


Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dressed to Mr. NeEwron, Agent for the District, 16, 
Castle Terrace, New Hampstead Road, KENTISH 
Town, N.W. 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and alarge stock 
< Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 

Wharf, 


(ASNEL and COAL of the best de- 
scriptions for making GAS and COKE. 
| e ° (As per Analyses.) 4 
Wy ANTED immediately, a few good | en GAS CANNEL, lis., 15s. 6d., and 1s. per ton. 
| Workmen, accustomed to Interior Fitting and | GAS COAL, 11s. 6d., 9s. 6d., and 8s. 6d. per ton, i 
Main-Pipe Laying. Reference will be required. | OBERT MACLAREN and CO., | STEAM COAL, 10s." 9s. 6d. and 9s. per ton, 
Apply personally or by letter to Mr. Tuomas J. | Sansf 3A At f OUNDRY,G —_ * b | All free on board Vessels in Liverpool. } 
HowELL, engineer, Stroud, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. | Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by Handpicked Cannel and Coal about 10 per cent. 
alta chatts ects be | animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- | additional. Concession in prices made for large 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. quantities. 
aan an ‘” 7 GAS APPARATUS of all descriptions, and on the } 
most approved priuciples; also Purifying and other ! 
materials supplied. i 
ANALYSES, PLANS, and ESTIMATES, and other | 
information required, and the highest references fur- 
nished on application. 
CONTRACTS for Materials and Works entered into.. 
No charge made for Superintending Shipments, Pre- 
paring Bills of Lading, or passing Entries. 
EMANUEL TURNER and CO., 
Exrort OFFICES: 
34, CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 
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SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

@ Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


| 

| 

| nanos snes 
| WANTED, a person competent to 
| lay Mains and Services, do Smithing, and | 
|| make himself generally useful at Gas-Works. When | 
|| not otherwise employed, will act as Foreman of Stokers. | 
|| Wages 20s. per week. 

|| Application to be made to the MANAGER, Gas- 
|| Works, LovGHBorovuGH, on cr before the 12th of 
|! October next. 

Gas Office, Loughborough, Sept. 17, 1859. 


| TO GAS CONTRACTORS, | 
(| THE Queenstown Commissioners | 
ij will receive TENDERS from parties willing te 

|, contract for LIGHTING ONE HUNDRED PUBLIC | 


|| LAMPS with Gas of the best quality for THREE 
|| YEARS, from the lst of JANUARY, 1860. j 








TO GAS COMPANIES. 


ENJAMIN KITT, 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
UPPER BRISTOL ROAD, BATH. 
Gas-Works taken on Lease, Gas- Works Erected, Plans 
and Specifications given for any Apparatus connected 
with Gas Making and Gas Distributing on the most | 








GEORGE ANDERSON, Gas and 


CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
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1 modern improved scale. 
1 || Particulars may be had on application 7 J. - - 104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
' MON lerk -» C issioners’ Office, 
1| gy By ee ag ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 
f| || Aug. 16, 1859. THROCKLEY, supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
*| tia eee NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, Boilers, 
q ||__TO GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS, MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 
y | FoR SALE, several lengths of Hy- | FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
° DRAULIC MAIN, 14 inches diameter and 6 feet | &c. &e. nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
B 9 inches long, with 7 holes for Dip-Pipes. L any : and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
3| '| Also,4-inch ASCENSION-PIPES, 3-inch ARCH and | 16, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 
f| DIP PIPES, and P MOUTHPIECES, all in excellent | 4 ya ,60 stock of Fite era cpap a , Send | simplified. 
| || condition, and will be sold at a very low price. I aa” oe oh 1 0 ~ ci Seage es “ose = g RETORT SETTINGS, ; 
»| || To be seen on application to the ENGINEER, at | ~ : «4 C A Wharf 64 Re wide 8 at Messrs, | designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
‘| || the Equitable Gas Company’s Works, Lupus Street, taal tatce es cereal laced cabichscmsiaas absence of Smoke. 
| PIMLICO, a "a Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
| | nr Sal Rg TNE Re aaa | HARLES BOTTEN and SON, | formation, may be obtained on application as above, 
i | ROUGHT-IRON Guides for Gas- ENGINEERS & METER-MAKERS, | - 
| | HOLDERS, when Trussed upon scientific | CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
t principles, are more capable of resisting strains, in | CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). | ARDWICK InoN WorRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET 
| || every direction, than Cast Columns ofany form can be; | Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- | MANCHESTER, } 
2 | jy A I meal a much as, the latter. | sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, | Manufacturer of 
r| } esigns an orking Drawings for uldes anc les | Pi s, & 3 | N NKS ~ ai 2 * " i 
||can be obtained of the Inventor, CuaRLEs DIXON, | lien, Migh-pressare Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and | enchant ieee eee 


C.E., Chichester, SussEx. 


all Water-Fittings. 





IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 


TYNE. 
richest in gas,and working the roundest on the River 


NgsBiT, EIGHTON Moor OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- | 
These coals are well known as among the | 


KINSON FIRE BRICKS are inde. 
structible by heat, and are warranted to last 
twice as long as Stourbridge, Newcastle, or Welsh 
bricks. 80s. per 1000 at Nine Elms Station, 

Works: Poo.e, Dorset. 





GASTOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 

| 10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
| scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 





For Drawing and Description of this Meter see THE 
JoURNAL oF Gas LIGHTING, No. 176, of July 19, 
1859, pp. 405, 406. 

Application for information to be made to, and | 
licenses granted by, ALEXANDER ALLAN, Engineer, 
Pextu, and the Meters may be had of Joun MILNE, 
Maker, Milton House, EDINBURGH. 


tories, or Public Buildings. 
PIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 


paratus constantly for Sale. 
Gas Apparatus Enlarged and Exchanged. 


j ||Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas eas in a ; - sapere . ; ; 

| works. : M. RICHARDSON and CO,, | Petiens specications. and Estimates turviahed._ 

| ATT “are ’ SPEENG GARUEL TRES-WORKS, Stations, Gas eae. Waschtnes “oa Sheds, nd 

| | LLAN and CO. NS) Patent Compen- DUDLEY, near BIRMINGHAM, | pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. ” 

| | SATING GAS-METER, | Manufacturers of Gas Apparatus in all its branches. | IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Mapufac- 
A large assortment of New and Second-hand Gas Ap- | 





EDWIN DIXON, 


WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
Originally established in 1833, 


Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, Fittings, and articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water, or 
team. 


PRIZE MEDAL 
awarded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from 
the latter date has supplied many towns exclusively with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS, 
A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, 
has recently been entirely supplied with Tubes made at the above-named Works, and several others with 


populations nearly as great; in fact, the reputation now acquired induces this notice to the public. 
Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from one to three hundred thousand feet. 


HYDRAULIC PRESS TUBES 


to resist 6000 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, extensively manufactured. 


STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE 


; of the best possible description. 
Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic Pressure before leaving the Works. 





TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, ENGINEERS 
AND FITTERS. 


7 ARSIDE’S Registered Tube-Vice 


holds all sizes of Wrought-Iron and Brass Tubes 
with the greatest firmness and least possible pressure; 
consequently it is not so liable to split or damage the 
Tubes as the ordinary Vice, and considerably facili- 
tates the Workman, who may do almost double the 
quantity of work. Also, 

GARSIDE’S IMPROVED MAIN - DRILLING 
CLIPS, for Drilling Holes for Service-Pipes. With 
this instrument the perforation of Pipes for the attach- | 
ment of smaller Tubes can be effected with great ease 
and precision. Likewise, 

HEAP’S REGISTERED GAS TONGS, most highly 
approved of as vastly superior to those in present use. 
Stocks, Taps, and Dies, together with all tools con- 
nected with Gas Engineering. 

For Drawings, Testimonials, and prices, apply to the 
a. S. GARSIDE, Stamford St., ASHTON-UNDER- 

YNE. 


E. D. had the honour of receiving the 





THE IMPERIAL IRON TUBE COMPANY, 
(SUCCESSORS TO GEORGE B, LLOYD & CO.,) 
GAS STREET AND BERKLEY STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Tubes & Fittings, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER. 
PATENT GLASS ENAMELLED AND GALVANIZED TUBES, 


AND 


LAP-WELDED IRON BOILER TUBES. 


‘LESMAHAGO GAS COAL. 
AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 

Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
Gas-Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that they are 
prepared to ship the best quality of the above well- 
known COALS at Glasgow or Leith ; and also to deliver 
them at the railway stations upon, or connected with, 
the Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
required, 

_ Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
and Ce., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago. 

Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, West GEORGE STREET. 
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Sek RIGKETS’S PATENT CALORIFERE 
HOMAS PHILLIPS, GAS STOVES, 





55, SKINNER STREET, SNOW HILL. 





$* : IN CHURCHES, HALLS, OR SHOPS; 


And for Conservatories, or any close apartment, a pipe can be attached to 
convey away the burnt air. 


RICKETS’S CHEAP GAS STOVE, 
Price £1. 15s., 


Made of sheet-iron, suitable for heating small Counting-houses, Bed-rooms, Cellars, 
Fc. Fe. 





PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of all kinds 
of Apparatus for Cooking, Heating Baths, Conserva- 
tories, &c., by Gas, and general Gas-Fitter by Appoint- * 
ment. 


Wwit LIAM RYDER, General 
MINERAL anp METAL AGENT anpD 
MERCHANT, 4, DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
is prepared to supply Gas and Water Companies with 
Apparatus and Appliances of every description, in- 






































HET Sy MANUFACTORY, 









luding Cast and Wrought Iron Goods, Coals, Fire- Sp 
Bricks Retorts, &e. fea I os ; es , ie SES AGAR STREET, STRAND, LONDON. 
A icati to him as a iF 
e prompt attention. peaeetsiiiain S— Liberal Discount to Gas Companies, Builders, and the Trade. 


have prompt attention. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 

55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. | 

THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromrne, 33. per Ounce. 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 
APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. 5s., 
INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esq., M.R.C.S. 
REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 


LORD REDESDALE'S “SALE OF GAS BILL” having received the sanction of the Legislature, Gas Companies 
and Consumers are respectfully informed that ALL Meters made at this Establishment are constructed most care- 
fully to meet the requirements of this Act. 


WRIGHT'S COMPENSATING METER possesses peculiar claims on the attention of those who desire to obtain a 
most simple and thoroughly efficient instrumert at a moderate price. | 


GRANT AND CQO’35S 
PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METER, 
Which secures accuracy of registration by its maintaining a true water-line under every 
circumstance, by a simple contrivance which is not liable to get out of repair; requiring | 
little attention, they being self-acting—as the water is again used that is left, after | 
supplying what has been lost by evaporation. 
GAS-METER WORKS: EDINBURGH. 


ESSON’S PATENT 
COMPENSATING GASMETER 


Is guaranteed correct within the meaning of the “Sale of Gas Act.” 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


WILLIAM COWAN, 
Buccleuch Street Works, EDINBURGH ; 


AND 


Commercial Chambers, Ridings Court, St. Mary’s Gate), MANCHESTER. 


EstasuisHep 1827. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. | 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 
































FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, | 

Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. \] 
To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence || 

on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 1 


PRICES MODERATE. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, | 

















FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 
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Oct. 11, 1859.] 
LFRED PENNY, Engineer, | 


WENLOCK [RON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- | 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the | 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- | 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas aud 





|| water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
‘blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron | 


Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
in Gas and Water-Works. 
*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch. 
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HITEHOUSE and C0O., Boiler and 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TURE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 
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ST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 


MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 





JAMES MEACOCK, 


PATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 
Fi ESTABLISHED 1836. 


JAMES MEACOCK begs to thank Gas Companies and the Trade generally for the very 
liberal support awarded him in his Patent Dry Gas-Meter; his Improvement in connecting the 
Diaphragm between Metal Rings, cemented and screwed to the Tin Frames, being pronounced 
by Gas Engineers to be the most perfect improvement to the Dry Meter since its introduction. 





= 
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J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 





METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the REQUIREMENTS 
of the SALE OF GAS ACT. 


GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS. PHOTOMETERS, 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 


N. DEFRIES, 


CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
<nventor and Batentee 


WET GASMETERS, | 


WITH SELF-ADJUSTING WATER-LINE; 


DRY METERS, 
GAS-HEATING BATHS, OVENS, STOVES, 
GAS FIRES with INDESTRUCTIBLE FUEL, 
ge., ye. 


FACTORY: DIANA PLACE, FITZROY SQUARE. OFFICE: 406, EUSTON ROAD, 
Eight Doors from Factory. 








PATENT WET METER. PATENT DRY METER. 
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LONDON, 





Attempts having been made to construct Self-Supplying Apparatus to Wet Gas-Meters upon the Bird Fountain principle,—which, although un- 
erring to supply water in the open atmosphere, has not wholly succeeded so as to be relied upon when enclosed in a Gas-tight Meter Case,—N. Derries 
begs leave most respectfully to acquaint Gas Companies, and the Public in general, that he has constructed his PATENT WET GAS-METER upon 
a method entirely different, being founded on the well-known principle of the self-acting supply of the Oil Lamp, which has never been applied for the 
adjustment of the Meter Water-Line before, and which, by the admission of external air to a chamber sealed from Gas, will never fail to faithfully 
perform its required function. They are of the very best materials and workmanship, will stand more pressure than is required as the test for sound- 
ness by the New Act, are guaranteed to prevent surreptitious burning without detection, and will be kept in repair free of charge for seven years, 


N. DEFRIES’S CELEBRATED DRY METERS, 


of which more than $0,000 are in use in Palaces, Churches, Chapels, Royal Dockyards, Club Houses, Public Offices, and other Buildings throughout 
the Empire and Continent, which have done so much in checking surreptitious burning, and simplified the fitting up of Gas. 

To remove any doubt of accuracy of measurement his Meter for 1500 lights, in use upwards of ten years at the Royal Italian Opera, until that 
Building was destroyed by Fire, was long afterwards dug out of the burnt ruins, then tested by the Chartered Gas Company in the presence of George 
Lowe, Esq., F.R.S., and other Chief Officers, and found inflexibly correct. Also, on the 9th of June, 1858, at the Western Gas- Works, his Meter for 
150 lights, after considerable use, was doubted, and subjected to the most variable tests—from the full lighting to a single Jet—and in each case, as in 
other instances, accuracy was finely indicated. 

As to durability, his two large Meters at the Thames Tunnel have been in use night and day for upwards of twelve years—one continuation of 
dark hours—subjected to the wear and tear of seventy-five years as compared with the ordinary business hours of using Gas above ground, 


LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS BILL. 
All Meters constructed by N. DEFRIES are guaranteed to pass the Provisions of the Standard. 


No alteration has been necessary in the Meters he continues to supply to the Chartered, Imperial, City of London, Equitable, and other large 
Companies, his accustomed range of 1 per cent. over and under meeting all the desired requirements ; whereas, by the New Act, a greater departure 
from accuracy—viz., 2 per cent. fast to'8 per cent. slow—is permitted, 
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SANITARY JMPROVEMENT, (Oct. 11, 1859. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CQ., 
(SUCCESSORS TO THE LATE SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C., 

PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND OTHER APPARATUS; 


ALSO, 


METERS FOR MEASURING WATER, &c., &c. 
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IMPROVED LOW-SPOUTED GAS-METERS, 


Which completely meet the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s Sale of Gas Act, and are as simple in their construction, satis- 
factory in working, and as low in price as the well-known Meters which have been made by W. P. and Co., and their prede- 
cessor, Mr. Samuel Crosley, during the last forty years, and of which there are about 300,000 now in use. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS 


Of all Sizes, of the best Construction, Materials, and Workmanship, supplied on the shortest notice. 


There are about 300 Station-Meters at work of their manufacture, of sizes varying from 750 to 60,000 cubic feet per hour, | 
of which the following are some of the principal ones, recently supplied by them to London Gas Companies, viz. :— 
for 60,000 cubic feet per hour each to the Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Westminster ; 
»» 40,000 > Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Brick Lane; 

60,060 London Gaslight Company, Vauxhall ; 

60,000 Commercial Gas Company, Stepney ; 

40,000 Equitable Gas Company, Pimlico ; 

40,000 Pheenix Gaslight Company, Greenwich, 

&c. §e. §e. 

And they have also supplied large Station-Meters to the Gas Companies at Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Southampton, 
Leeds, Newport, Glasgow, Manchester, Dublin, Cork, and all the principal towns in the United Kingdom, as well as many or 


2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 


the Continent, &c., &e. 
Their Station Gas-Governors have been adopted by most of the above-named Companies, and have given universal 


satisfaction. 


PRESSURE REGISTERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 
Minute Clocks, Consumers’ Gag-Governors, Yressure-Gauges, 
STANDARD EXPERIMENTAL GASHOLDERS FOR PROVING METERS, &c. 
GEORGE LOWE’S PATENT NAPHTHA BOXES AND MOTIVE-POWER METERS, 


WITH MACHINERY FOR WEIGHTS TO ASSIST THE SUPPLY OF GAS WHERE THE PRESSURE IS LOW. 


SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, RAIN CAUCES, &c. 


JAMES OAKES and C0O., F & Cc! 0 g 4 E R 
ALFKETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, | e . 9 
AND ~ > ; 1 a y 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, s 45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, | Ae Manufactory—Brocd Street, Birmingham— i 7 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, Fai ‘he fe aa y ee 5 » Dirmingham— Extablishes 1807, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS | Piet MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
in general use in Gas and Water peter go ae | gi LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes Otay . wes . - eNETIPRA . 
of all sizes, Pends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns aes ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
of various patterns, Kc. | fae Y (Made from **ReGistzrep’’ Designs), with Glass BRANCHES, &c.; suitavle || 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, | for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-ROOMS. The more extensive use of Gas in| 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- | private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
| tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 


ate attention. { © AY bE 
| SMI nay! general adoption, are offered ct very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from || 


CHARLES HORSLEY, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c.; also civil) engineering 
| 


a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. j 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE || 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS. } 





BOULTON’S PATENT } THE UNIVERSAL 


DRY GAS-METERS, GAS-BURNERS REGULATOR, 
pa 3 

Of which upwards of 24,000 are at present in use, | ,,. . (GEYELIN’S PATENT,) 
having gained for themselves an unparalleled | The only one in the world by which the flame from Argand, 
patronage from all the principal Gas Companies | Fish-tail, and all other Burners remain invariable under all 
ona Con s, on t of their unerring | Variations of pressure, and the cost of each light is less 
registration and the superior workmanship and | tan one farthing per hour. ' 
materials used in their construction, enables the Can be fixed horizontal, close to, or distant from, 
Patentee to sell them now at competitive prices the Burner; is ornamental, simpie in construction, con- 
with those of other makers. sisting of a double chamber, the inner perforated, covered 

Rie Cattetee ot teen We « bbe with a diaphragm giving action to a spherical valve, 
Dey Meters aid Gas Apparatus manufactured | PRICE 3s. EACH. 

7 : Can at all times be seen tested at the Manufacturer’s, 


JOSEPH BOULTON JOSEPH BOULTON 
28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, CLERKENWELL. 28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD. 
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FIRE-CLAY GAS RETORTS. | 








—— 








ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 





JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHRD INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom. From the peculiar 


leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 
To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the facture, the Premises have been 
re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITM CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House. 


THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


Fd M. B. NEWTON, London ‘Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
PADDON and FORD. respectfully | BR 


invite the attention of Gas Companies and Ma- 
nagers to their PATENT STREET LAMP REGU- | 
LATOR, which ensures any required consumption. 

By its use a great saving is effected, and the item of 
“Unaccounted-for Gas” considerably decreased. 


ADDON and FORD, Patent! 
GAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LONDON, 
Manufacturers of Wretand Diy Gas METeRs,STATION 
METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 
LANTERNS, &c. &e. 
Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas- 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas- Works supplied. 














BRYAN DONKIN & CoO. 
keep always on stock their 
IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had on application. 


PR oe Socata are all proved to 30 Ibs. on the square inch before leaving 
e works. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 











EORGE CUTLER, Gasholder | BisrLey IRON WORKS, | ARRIS and PEARSON 
MAKER, | CHESTER-LE-STREET, PROPRIETORS OF 
No. 8, WENLOCK-RoAD, Crty-roap, LONDON, DURHAM. | 
Contracts for ‘I'anks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, | Manufactory for every description of Casting and BEST ateaanay =~ POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the | Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. ager pies again 
most reasonable terms. Improvec Slide Valves, Steam, | Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS &C, 
| 








and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best | nections ofall sizes and in any quantity, Seott’s Wharf, | AMBLECOTE Fire Clay AND Brick Works, 
materials and workmanship. Bankside, Southwark. | STOURBRIDGE, 
i Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard | Late in the occupation of 1, and W. King. 
Street. rigi . Pidcock, Esq. 
ILLIAM CLIBRAN’S Patent | *“ ni A Abr 


MERCURIAL GAS-GOVERNOR FOR 
STREET LAMPs, 

W. C. begs respectfully to cali the attention of Gas 
Companies to his PATENT GAS-GOVERNOR for 
STREET LAMPS, upwards of 3000 ef which are now in 
use on Public Lamps. By their use any given quantity 
of Gas per hour may be consumed with the tap fuil 
{open whatever the increase of pressure may be, thus 
| preventing a great waste of Gas in many of the Lamps, 
|/and securing to the public an uniform light. Prices, 
|| 3s. dd., 3s. 6d., and 3s. 8d. each. | 
1 Governors kept in stock from three-eighths of aniney | 
! 


BEST AND CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK, 
i | 








to four ‘inches bore. 
Samples and Testimonials forwarded on application 
to WILLIAM CLIBRAN, 43, Todd Street, MANCHESTER 








ENJAMIN GIBRONS, Jun, 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WOLKKs, t ie i 
Near DUDLEY, us 


||Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 


|| Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size | B R O Ww WN A WN D WM 


or shape required, 





| 
| 
} 





FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, ! Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. 
TO MODEL OR DRAWING As : : a 
aoe : giana c taken to pi i i i 
Re pet gy ee an be © pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 
\\ his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great NO R T bey WwW t LT Ss F ] U N D R Y; D EV i] Zz E Ss. 
|| satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
|| Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, | Wholesale Agents, Messrs. S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 
References given, if required. Where a Sample may be seen. 





WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 





Near 





RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 
| beg to eall especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
| CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent, 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
{ GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
London Agents: CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent's Park Basin. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Ezport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


| W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 








composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 





| 
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- LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS ACT. _—s 





WILLIAM SUGG | 


Begs to inform Gas Companics and his Customers generally that henceforth all Meters sent out from his Works, both Water and Dry, will meet the! 


requirements of the above Act. 
To those Gas Companies who desire a Self-Adjusting Meter, he recommends his ‘COMPENSATING WATER METER” as a simple and! 
efficient instrument, combining accuracy of registration with protection against fraud, while the slight difference in form between it and the ordinary \| 


Water Meter renders the alteration of existing stock a matter of comparative ease and moderate expense. iH 
Those who approve of the non-compensating Meters will find his “‘ WATER-BOX METER” all that can be desired. | 

1| 

| 


GAS-METER and APPARATUS WORKS: 19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. | 
| 


SALE OF GAS ACT. | 


|| 


MESSRS. CROLL, RAIT, AND CO., | 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 

















DRY GAS-METER, 


‘being informed that several Gas Companies are under the impression that Dry Meters will not be allowed by the above Act, beg} 


ito say that such is not the case, inasmuch as the Act embraces “every kind of machine used for measuring gas,’ and provides 
! 











|| for the testing of the same, in its 13th clause. | 
1} 


r | 
1} Speaking for themselves, and of the Meters manufactured by them, C., R., and Co. have the gratification of knowing that! 
|] Bot one single Meter out of the large number they have sold, will, when tested by an Inspector, be rejected; and, consequently, || 
_/ that neither Gas Companies nor Consumers who have these Meters in use will be put to one farthing expense for alterations. 


i C., R., and Co. always adopted the unit of measure provided for by the 2nd clause of the Act, and have never allowed | 
| themselves a greater latitude than 1 per cent. either fast or slow, and they intend to adhere to these limits, notwithstanding that ! 


the Act allows 2 per cent. fast and 3 per cent. slow. 


} 
| 
I C., R., and Co,’s Meters register most correctly all the gas passed through them, whether it be the smallest quantity or 
‘the full complement for which the Meters are made; and they are prepared to give written guarantees to Purchasers that the) 
Meters shall, when tested by an Inspector on his appointment under the Act, be approved of by him as correct. In the event of such \ 


| 
} 
| 
not being the case, the Purchaser to be entitled to return the Meters to C., R., and Co., and claim from them their cost, an 


|| with any expenses incurred by their rejection. | 


1 Further, C., R., and Co. undertake, during a period of five years from the date of purchase, to put into good order, free of! 
| 


charge to the Purchaser, any Meters of their manufacture which may become defective. f 


CROLL, RAIT, AND CO., |! 

| DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, | 
CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, N.E., } 

are prepared to supply 


STANDARD CUBIC FOOT MEASURES, 
of the Capacity required by the 2nd Clause of the Act, | 


as well as Gasholders cor.ectly graduated thereby. 
/STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, PRESSURE-REGISTERS, AND OTHER GAS APPARATUS SUPPLIED. | 


| Particulars given upon application. 
| D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
| PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, | 
| invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to | 
; any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without | 
| being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
| GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; i 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; | 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); | 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. | 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER | 

i 








| 
iI 


for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 





| 
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